
 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

THIS SEPTEMBER, CELEBRATE  
THE HIGH LINE’S CHELSEA GRASSLANDS 

 
Month-long celebration will feature tours, programming,  

and a panel featuring High Line planting designer Piet Oudolf 
 

New York, NY (August 30, 2016)—Through themed tours, family programming, Facebook Live videos, 
and even food, this September Friends of the High Line will celebrate the Chelsea Grasslands—an area 
of the High Line between West 18th and West 20th Streets inspired by the tallgrass prairie of the 
American Midwest—with a month-long series of programming that will showcase the heritage, design, 
plant ecology, and cultural history of the prairie landscape on the High Line. 
 
The celebration will culminate with a panel about grasslands on September 26 that will feature High Line 
planting designer Piet Oudolf. The panel will be led by Friends of the High Line Director of Horticulture 
Andi Pettis and will also include Annik La Farge, the author of On the High Line, and Uli Lorimer, the 
Curator of Native Flora at Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 
 
Throughout the month, visitors to the High Line can pick up a guide to the Chelsea Grasslands 
Celebration in the park, as well as visit grasslands.thehighline.org for an online version of the guide. 
Special signage in the Chelsea Grasslands will also highlight specific plants chosen by the Friends of the 
High Line horticulture team. 
 
Chelsea Grasslands-specific offerings include: 
 
Chelsea Grasslands Tours—September 6, 13, and 20, 9:00 AM and 6:00 PM 
Three separate tours will each focus on different facets of the Chelsea Grasslands:  

• September 6: Designing a Grassland: Explore how a diverse, prairie-inspired plant palette makes 
the Chelsea Grasslands a garden that engages all the senses through sound, motion, color, 
scent, and texture.  

• September 13: Ecology of a Grassland: Learn about the ecosystem of the prairie, and how the 
plants of the Chelsea Grasslands perform important ecological functions for the horticulture of 
the High Line.  

• September 20: The Human Experience of Grasslands: Delve into the history of our relationship 
with the prairie, from helping to forge the spirit of the American frontier to compelling us to 
balance agriculture with wild land conservation, as well as our desire to recreate it in gardens 
like the Chelsea Grasslands.  
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https://readymag.com/u46817423/592636/
http://www.thehighline.org/activities/roving-grasslands-class-designing-a-grassland
http://www.thehighline.org/activities/roving-grasslands-class-ecology-of-a-grassland
http://www.thehighline.org/activities/roving-grasslands-class-the-human-experience-of-grasslands


Family Programming—September 24, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
The September edition of our family Make It! series, Make It Wild!, will focus on the plantings of the 
High Line—particularly the Chelsea Grasslands.  
 
Grasslands Panel—September 26, 6:00 – 7:30 PM 
The panel, Prairie in the City, will be moderated by Friends of the High Line Horticulture Director Andi 
Pettis and will feature High Ling Planting Designer Piet Oudolf, On the High Line author Annik La Farge, 
and Brooklyn Botanic Garden Curator of Native Flora Uli Lorimer. 
 
High Line Food—All September 
Select High Line Food vendors will also participate in the Chelsea Grasslands Celebration by offering 
visitors Grasslands-themed items. Vendors include: 

• People's Pops, which will sell a strawberry lemongrass pop 
• Melt, which will sell a newly conceived Prairie Dawn ice cream sandwich (blueberry muffin 

cookies and sweet corn ice cream) 
• Gelato, which will sell sweet corn gelato 
• Terroir at the Porch, which will sell a wheat berry salad 

 
Facebook Live—September 7, 14, 21, 28, 1:30 PM 
Tune in at 1:30 PM each Wednesday in September, starting September 7, to interact with Friends of the 
High Line gardeners who will be in the Chelsea Grasslands. Visitors to the Friends of the High Line 
Facebook page will be able to ask questions about Grasslands plantings, maintaining plants on the High 
Line, and more. 
 
Support 
Celebrating the Chelsea Grasslands is made possible, in part, by TD Bank—the Presenting Green Sponsor 
of the High Line. Friends of the High Line thanks TD Bank for its generous three-year sponsorship of the 
park’s horticulture and sustainable operations.  
 
 

*** 
 

ABOUT FRIENDS OF THE HIGH LINE 
Friends of the High Line raises 98% of the High Line’s annual budget. Owned by the City of New York, the 
High Line is a public park maintained, operated, and programmed by Friends of the High Line, in 
partnership with the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation. 
 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS 
Cub Barrett | Friends of the High Line 
cub.barrett@thehighline.org | (212) 206-9922  
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http://www.thehighline.org/activities/make-it-wild
http://www.thehighline.org/activities/grasslands-panel
http://www.thehighline.org/visit/%23/fooddrink
https://www.facebook.com/highlinenyc/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/highlinenyc/?fref=ts

	Cub Barrett | Friends of the High Line

