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U.S. SENATOR CHARLES E. SCHUMER, COMPTROLLER SCOTT STRINGER, CITY COUNCIL 

SPEAKER MELISSA MARK-VIVERITO, ACTOR EDWARD NORTON, AND OTHERS JOIN FRIENDS 

OF THE HIGH LINE TO OPEN THE THIRD AND NORTHERNMOST SECTION OF THE  

HIGH LINE AT THE RAIL YARDS. 

 

Neighborhood procession of hundreds of community members, individuals from local groups, 

schools, volunteers, and supporters celebrate the full length of the park with a mile-and-a-half 

program celebrating the High Line’s role in the community. 

 

September 20, 2014. New York, NY. Today city, state, and federal officials joined with Friends 

of the High Line to celebrate the realization of a dream to preserve the full length of the High 

Line, from Gansevoort Street, in the Meatpacking District, north to 34th Street, where the 

historic rail line terminates at Hudson Yards. The opening of the northernmost section marks 15 

years of advocacy for Friends of the High Line, which began in 1999 when Joshua David and 

Robert Hammond, two neighborhood residents, had a vision to preserve the High Line and create 

a new, innovative public space for New Yorkers and visitors. Today’s events celebrated the High 

Line as a model urban reuse project, one that was distinguished by elected officials, architects, 

urbanists, artists and advocates alike.  

 

The opening ceremony took place on the High Line at 30th Street just west of 10th Avenue, and 

included U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer, Comptroller Scott Stringer, City Council Speaker 

Melissa Mark-Viverito, Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, U.S. Representative Jerrold 

Nadler, City Council Members Corey Johnson and Mark Levine, State Senator Brad Hoylman, 

NYC Parks First Deputy Commissioner Liam Kavanagh,  NYC Parks Manhattan Borough 

Commissioner William Castro, NYC Economic Development Corporation Chief Operating 

Officer Zac Smith, Friends of the High Line Board Chair Catie Marron, Board Members John 

Alschuler and Edward Norton, Co-Founders Joshua David and Robert Hammond, and Executive 

Director Jenny Gersten.  

 

“The High Line is a true testament to our city’s embrace of innovative and pioneering urban 

planning. What was once a dilapidated train track has been transformed into a world-renowned 

park, thanks to the dedicated efforts of two neighborhood residents and a strong public-private 

partnership. The idea—and later the reality—of the High Line filled a void in the community by 

providing free open space for all of its residents to enjoy,” said Mayor de Blasio. 

 

“From the moment it opened, the visionary and sublime High Line became an indelible part of 

New York, a vital artery coursing with nature and people that has ignited exciting and diverse 

growth from the West Village to the Far West Side. Once, we built subways and transformed 

farms into neighborhoods; now, we build public walkways and transform abandoned industrial 

zones into vibrant communities where New Yorkers and visitors live, work, and play. The 
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unveiling of the completed Rail Yards extension of the High Line represents a decades-long 

tradition of inimitable passion and perseverance held by this community and the wonderful 

Friends of the High Line organization. This ribbon-cutting serves as a reminder that unyielding 

persistence and vision can transform something like an old and unused railway into one of New 

York City’s most beautiful and recognizable landmarks,” said U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer.  

 

“The High Line has become, without a doubt, one of the premier attractions in New York 

City. This unique public space is a testament to the vision of those who worked to preserve and 

transform what was once an abandoned elevated railway,” said U.S. Representative Jerrold 

Nadler. “As one of the original voices in the fight to keep the High Line from being destroyed, I 

am proud to have been a supporter of the High Line from the start, proud to have it in my 

Congressional district, and thrilled to celebrate the completion of the park all the way to its 

northern terminus.” 

 

“The High Line is an innovative public space and a model of outstanding urban design,” said 

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP. “With today's opening of the High Line at 

the Rail Yards, New Yorkers can now experience the entire length of the High Line, from 

Gansevoort Street to 34th Street. Thanks to everyone in New York City's government, it’s 

elected officials, and an extraordinary, grass-roots citizen organization - the Friends of the High 

Line - for fulfilling this remarkable vision." 

 

“Creating new open spaces is necessary to make our neighborhoods more livable for the growing 

number of families and local businesses,” stated local Council Member Corey Johnson. “The 

High Line was created by a group of neighbors, collaborating and working together to create 

something wonderful for this community. It is a testament to the hard work of Friends of the 

High Line, working with Community Boards 2 and 4 that we are able to open the full length of 

the High Line to the public today, and I am thrilled to have been a part of helping to make it 

happen.”  

 

Council Member Mark Levine said, "As the High Line has grown from a seedling in the minds 

of Joshua David and Robert Hammond fifteen years ago, it's blossomed with increasing splendor 

through each additional phase. I'm excited by the possible applications of the lessons we've 

learned here toward other innovative re-uses of decaying urban spaces, and I congratulate 

everyone involved on the completion of this incredible journey." 

 

“The opening of the High Line at the Rail Yards is the culmination of nearly 15 years of 

visionary community-driven advocacy. Once considered impossible, the High Line is now the 

inspiration for urban reclamation projects around the world, from the Petite Ceinture in Paris, to 

the Reading Viaduct in Philadelphia, to the Chapultepec Project in Mexico City,” stated State 

Senator Brad Hoylman. He continued, “Enjoyed by millions of New Yorkers and visitors alike, 

the High Line has created a new 21st century model for parks that both embraces and improves 

upon urban life.” 

 

The High Line at the Rail Yards stretches between West 30th and West 34th Streets to the south 

and north, and 10th and 12th Avenues to the east and west. This section of the park introduces 

exciting new design features that celebrate the unique context surrounding this section of the 
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elevated railway. In response to public feedback gathered during three community input 

meetings hosted by Friends of the High Line, the design includes familiar elements like the 

iconic “peel-up” benches, intimate overlooks, and meandering pathways, while introducing new 

design features, such as a children’s exploration area and an interim walkway that wends through 

the existing landscape of self-seeded wildflowers, native grasses, and shrubs. 

 

The northernmost section of the High Line was designed by James Corner Field Operations 

(Project Lead), Diller Scofidio + Renfro, and Piet Oudolf – the same designers behind the first 

two sections of the High Line park – along with a team of structural engineers, lighting 

designers, electrical and mechanical experts, and other construction specialists, under the 

leadership and direction of the Economic Development Corporation.  

 

“We are thrilled to have constructed this 21st century public space that beautifully connects our 

industrial heritage with the cutting edge of contemporary design,” said Kyle Kimball, President 

of the New York City Economic Development Corporation. “The High Line has brought about 

the renaissance of Manhattan’s west side, connecting New Yorkers with a pioneering new park 

and inspiring new ways to think about legacy public assets around the city and world. It's a prime 

example of how smart public investment can create extraordinary returns for New Yorkers.” 

“Today marks a pivotal moment for Friends of the High Line as we cut the ribbon to open the 

High Line at the Rail Yards to the public and create one continuous mile-and-a-half long park 

that meanders above and through some of New York’s most creative, diverse and extraordinary 

neighborhoods,” stated Joshua David, Co-founder and President of Friends of the High Line.  

 

“Together, with the support of City officials, donors, and advocates, we saved the High Line 

from demolition and created a new way to think about pubic space in New York and beyond,” 

David continued. “At Friends of the High Line, we remain committed to making the High Line a 

resource and amenity for our community for the long-term. As we reach the northern terminus of 

the High Line, we look forward to engaging our visitors, and our neighbors in particular, in new, 

exciting and unique ways.” Friends of the High Line presents over 450 free public programs per 

year, including tours, programs for families and seniors, field trips for groups from public 

schools across the city, concerts, and other events. 

 

“This is a glorious day for Friends of the High Line. The Board of Directors’ and staff’s tireless 

commitment to, and passion for, the achievement of this dream is awe-inspiring,” said Catie 

Marron, Board Chair for Friends of the High Line.  

 

“The High Line has become such a success and such a defining feature of the city that it’s hard 

for people to remember how unlikely it seemed when Friends of the High Line first started 

banging the drum about it. You have to remember that it was a near-certainty that it would be 

torn down.  And that in the beginning, Friends of the High Line was just a bunch of people trying 

to stop it from being lost. That’s why Robert Hammond and Joshua David are true heroes in my 

book – because they pressed forward.  They had the vision and the tenacity; the rest of us just got 

behind them," remarked Actor and Board Member Edward Norton.  
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To celebrate the opening of this northernmost section of the park, Friends of the High Line 

organized a community procession with hundreds of neighbors, volunteers, local business 

owners, friends from local community groups, City officials, and long-time supporters walking 

the entire length of the High Line, from Gansevoort Street to 34th Street. Those who partook in 

the procession, conceived in collaboration with Processional Arts Workshop, carried banners, 

silk ribbons and large decorative objects based on themes from the history of the various 

neighborhoods surrounding the High Line. The opening celebration concluded with a Communal 

Meal that reflected the High Line’s values of community and sustainability. Guests enjoy a 

family-style lunch created with local ingredients, all of which were generously provided by 

Fairway Market, the anchor food market at Hudson Yards. Meal preparation and service were 

generously provided by Danny Meyer’s Union Square Hospitality Group and Union Square 

Events, who are also neighbors to the High Line.  

 

The opening of the High Line at the Rail Yards is a momentous occasion and it brings all 

supporters yet another step closer to fully realizing the vision of the High Line.  

 

“The tireless work that brought the High Line to life is a testament to the highest levels of 

success in public-private partnerships, and we’re grateful for the leadership of the City and 

Friends of the High Line,” said Michael Ward, president, chairman and chief executive officer of 

CSX. “CSX is delighted to play a role in bringing this important educational and aesthetic 

resource to New Yorkers and visitors from across the globe.” 

 

Friends of the High Line will mark this occasion with a week-long schedule of free public events 

and activities for New Yorkers and visitors of all ages, designed to highlight the many ways to 

experience and enjoy the park. Opening week activities are generously sponsored by CSX 

Transportation, who previously owned and donated the abandoned railway to the City of New 

York, making possible its future as a public park. CSX was heralded for their longstanding 

generosity, and for believing in the High Line and its potential transformation. To further 

celebrate the High Line’s arrival to 34th Street, Macy's will provide free double-decker bus 

service between the High Line at the Rail Yards and Macy's Herald Square, on the weekends of 

September 20 to 21 and 27 to 28. Macy’s has also designed a special storefront window display 

saluting the opening of the High Line at the Rail Yards.  The display will be on view from 

September 19 to 28 for all Macy’s shoppers and visitors to enjoy. And in honor of this 

preservation effort for all of New York, and the first full day of the park being open from 

Gansevoort Street to 34th Street, the Empire State Building will be lit green and white on Sunday 

night, September 21.  

 

 

Design Features for High Line at the Rail Yards 

 

 The 30th Street Grove is a serene gathering space near 30th Street. In addition to 

secluded seating and communal picnic areas, the Grove also houses an assortment of new 

design elements, including the peel-up sound bench – a chime feature for children – and a 

peel-up rocker.  

 The Rail Track Walks are three linear walks – located in different areas along the High 

Line at the Rail Yards – expose and reveal the High Line’s rail tracks, evoking the High 
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Line’s history as an active freight rail line. On these walks, visitors can interact with 

artifacts such as the rail “frog” and the rail switches, or rest in one of several alcove 

pockets of peel-up benches located throughout the pathways. Planting beds featuring Piet 

Oudolf’s naturalistic landscape border the pathways.   

 11th Avenue Bridge As the High Line runs west over 11th Avenue, the main pathway 

gradually slopes up about two feet, creating an elevated catwalk from which visitors can 

view the park, the cityscape, and Hudson River. Lush display gardens on either side of 

the catwalk will separate the main pathway from the more intimate linear bench seating 

running along the railing on either side of the bridge. 

 Just west of 11th Avenue is a unique design feature for kids, the Pershing Square 

Beams. Here, the High Line's concrete deck is stripped away, revealing the original 

framework of steel beams and girders. The structure itself is transformed into a series of 

sunken areas – coated in a silicone surface for safety – that children can run between, 

climb over, and play within. The area also includes a series of play elements developed 

exclusively for the High Line, such as a rotating beam, periscopes, a gopher hole, and 

talking and viewing tubes.  

 At the park's northernmost point is the Interim Walkway, which features a simple path 

through the existing self-seeded plantings, celebrating the urban landscape that emerged 

on the High Line after the trains stopped running in 1980. Visitors can take in expansive 

views of the Hudson River and the cityscape, or relax in any of the four gathering spaces 

located in this area. High Line Art, Friends of the High Line’s public art program, has 

commissioned a site-specific series of sculptures by artist Adrián Villar Rojas, free to the 

public and on view through Summer 2015. Because the Interim Walkway is not lit at 

night, this part of the park closes earlier – 30 minutes before dusk. (The interim walkway 

is designed as a temporary feature of a section not-yet remediated. This area of the High 

Line will undergo complete renovation and remediation following an additional capital 

campaign.) 

 

Recognized as a significant contributor in the revitalization of Manhattan’s West Side, the High 

Line has become a defining feature in its neighborhood and a powerful catalyst for private 

investment. In 2005, the City rezoned the area around the High Line to encourage development 

and create new opportunities for affordable housing, while protecting the neighborhood 

character, existing art galleries, and the High Line. The combination of the rezoning and the park 

has helped to create one of the fastest growing and most vibrant neighborhoods in New York 

City, creating thousands of new jobs. The High Line at the Rail Yards encircles the new 26-acre 

Hudson Yards Project being developed by the Related Companies/Oxford Properties Group that 

is currently under construction.   

 

 

Phases and Costs of Construction for High Line at the Rail Yards  

 

The construction of the High Line at the Rail Yards has been divided into three phases. 

Following the first phase, which opens to the public today, the second phase of the High Line at 

the Rail Yards will include a build-out of the passage beneath the Hudson Yards first tower and 

the completion of the 10th Avenue Spur at the intersection of 10th Avenue and 30th Street. 
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The total cost for the first and second phases of the High Line at the Rail Yards is estimated to be 

$70 million. The City of New York and the New York City Council have provided $11 million 

for the project, and Friends of the High Line has committed to raise $30 million in funding from 

private philanthropic contributions as part of its Campaign for the High Line. As part of the 

development of Hudson Yards, Related Companies and Oxford Properties Group will contribute 

$29.2 million in funding toward the capital construction of the High Line at the Rail Yards, as 

well as additional funding for the park’s ongoing maintenance.   

 

The third and final phase of construction for the High Line at the Rail Yards will focus on the 

eventual remediation of the western section of the Rail Yards and the Interim Walkway, and is 

dependent upon additional capital campaigns. The completion of the third phase will likely be 

10-15 years from now. 

 

 

About Friends of the High Line  

 

The High Line is an elevated freight rail line transformed into a public park on Manhattan’s West 

Side. It is owned by the City of New York, and maintained and operated on behalf of the Parks 

Department by Friends of the High Line. 

 

Founded in 1999 by community residents, Friends of the High Line fought for the High Line’s 

preservation and transformation at a time when the historic structure was under the threat of 

demolition. It is now the nonprofit conservancy working with the New York City Department of 

Parks & Recreation to make sure the High Line is maintained as an extraordinary public space 

for all visitors to enjoy. 

 

In addition to overseeing maintenance, operations, and public programming for the park, Friends 

of the High Line works to raise the essential private funds to support more than 90 percent of the 

park’s annual operating budget, and to advocate for the transformation of the High Line at the 

Rail Yards, the third and northernmost section of the historic structure, which runs between West 

30th and West 34th Streets. 

# # # 

 

Direct media inquiries to press@thehighline.org, 212-206-9922; or Jennifer Pastrich, Rubenstein 

Communications, jpastrich@rubenstein.com, 516-680-8927. High resolution images of the High 

Line at the Rail Yards available at http://thehighline.smartimage.com/press, password: railyards 
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