
Moving Forward with Watercolor 

This class is for students of varying levels of experience. Goal of class is to 

produce original art by overcoming the difficulties of watercolor that cause 

artists to give up the pursuit. Each class will start with a demo. Students can 

practice the techniques demonstrated or work on their own creations. 

 

Location 

 

Classes will be held at Marita's Gallery & Art Studio, 42 W Market St, Marietta, PA 17547.  

 

Supply List 

I suggest online stores like cheapjoes.com and jerrysartarama.com for best selection and price.   

WATERCOLOR PAINT 

Some of the best quality watercolors are Winsor & Newton Professional Watercolor, Daniel Smith Extra 

Fine Watercolor, Holbein, and M Graham Artists Watercolors.  Student grades like Cotman, Grumbacher, 

and others are not recommended.   To keep the price down during the learning process, purchase those 

colors that are bolded below. 

The majority of my paints are Winsor & Newton Professional Watercolors.  They include:  Aureolin 

Yellow, Cobalt Blue, Paynes Grey, Neutral Tint, French Ultramarine or Ultramarine Blue Deep, 

Permanent Rose, Burnt Sienna, and Cadmium Yellow Pale, Cad Lemon Yellow, Cerulean Blue, Cadmium 

Red, and Quinacridone Gold.  In Holbein Artists Watercolors, I use Raw Sienna and Lavender. 

WATERCOLOR PALLET 

Recommend a pallet that fits at least 12 colors and has sufficient mixing area.  Do not put white in your 

pallet as it will dull your other paints.   

BRUSHES: 

The best brushes are semi-flexible and hold large amounts of pigment and water.  My favorites are 

Escoda Perla Round (Size 10) and a large Isabey Squirrel Mop Brush Size 6.  The mop brush is larger than 

the other, so sizing is different by brands.   Silver Black Velvet brushes are a good starter series and I 

have several sizes including rounds and flats. 

PAPER: 

Buy Cold Press or Rough 140 lb. watercolor paper.  Some good quality brands are Saunders Waterford, 

Arches and Millford.   Cheap Joe’s Kilimanjaro is a decent quality and especially great for beginners.  

Using a cheap, poor quality paper found in craft stores can result in blotchy paintings.  I buy 22 X 30 



sheets and cut them down to various sizes to save money, but watercolor blocks are very handy if you 

don’t mind paying a little more. 

BOARD: 

I use 1" masking tape to attach my paper to a piece of Corrugated plastic.  The corrugated plastic can be 

purchased in class or at Michael’s.  Watercolor board, gator board, or prepared Masonite may also be 

used. Some artists use clips to hold their paper to the board instead of tape.   

OTHER SUPPLIES: 

Pencil and eraser 

water container 

paper towels 

sponge  

PHOTOS: 

Prefer that students work from their own photos or from life.  Some photo prints will be available in 

class for practice use only. 
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