
Letting Go with Watercolor - Supply List 

Craft stores no longer carry quality supplies.  I suggest online stores like cheapjoes.com and 

jerrysartarama.com for best selection and price.   

WATERCOLOR PAINT 

Recommend use of artist quality tube paint only.  Recommended colors are ultramarine blue, cobalt 

blue, cadmium yellow pale, cadmium lemon, aureolin, Rose Madder Genuine, Permanent Rose, Alizarin 

Crimson, Cadmium Red, Burn Sienna, Cobalt Turquoise, Paynes Gray, and Permanent or Chinese White.  

You'll notice I have other colors, but these I use the most. 

WATERCOLOR PALLET 

Recommend a pallet that fits at least 12 colors and has sufficient mixing area.  Do not put white in your 

pallet as it will dull your other paints.  My pallet is pictured below: 

 

BRUSHES: 

I have a couple expensive sable brushes but rarely use them.  My favorite brand is Silver Black Velvet 

and is very reasonably priced.  In this brand I have sizes   Round 16, Round 10, Flat 3/4", Flat 1/4", and 

Script 4..   Don't buy a lot of brushes in a particular brand until you try one first.  The best brushes are 

semi-flexible and hold large amounts of pigment and water. 

PAPER: 

I like to try different papers, but always go back to Arches (Cold Press or Rough) in 140 lb.  I buy sheets 

(22 X 30) and cut them into quarter sheets (11X15) or specific sizes (9 X 12) or (10X14).  When I first 

started, I bought watercolor blocks in 7X10, 9X12, and 10X14.  Sticking with standard sizes is less 

expensive for you and for the person who buys your painting.   

 

 

BOARD: 



I use 1" masking tape to attach my paper to a piece of Corrugated plastic.  This comes in large sheets 

that can be cut down to useful sizes.  The largest board I currently use is 13" X 17" which accommodates 

my quarter sheets.   Watercolor board, gator board, or prepared Masonite may also be used. Some 

artists use clips to hold their paper to the board instead of tape.  When taping your paper to the board, 

be careful to only tape 1/4" over the paper edge or you'll defeat the purpose of using standard sizes. 

OTHER SUPPLIES: 

masking tape 

 small cheaper watercolor sheets or binder for value studies.  I use the backs of failed paintings for this 

purpose.   

pencil 

kneaded eraser 

water container 

paper towels 

sponge 

water jug for outdoor painting 

For beginner outdoor painters,  I recommend using a portable chair and small table.  You can always 

graduate to a more professional set up later.  My set up is a Plein Air Pro. 

PHOTOS: 

Bring a variety of your own photos to class (hardcopy, ipad or mobile phone all work).   


