
Watercolor Basics 

This class is for individuals with limited watercolor experience or for absolute beginners.  Students will 

learn the basic skills of painting with watercolors, and creating original artwork from photos.   

Location 
 

Classes will be held at Marita's Art Studio, 42 W Market St, 2nd Floor, Marietta, PA 17547. The studio is 

in a 2nd floor walk-up (no elevator access). 

 

Supply List 

I suggest online stores like cheapjoes.com and jerrysartarama.com for best selection and price.   

WATERCOLOR PAINT 

Some of the best quality watercolors are Winsor & Newton Professional Watercolor, Daniel Smith Extra 

Fine Watercolor, and M Graham Artists Watercolors.  Student grades like Cotman, Grumbacher, and 

others are not recommended. 

Colors I use in Winsor & Newton Professional Watercolors:  Alizarin Crimson, Aureolin Yellow, Cobalt 

Blue, Paynes Grey (Winsor Newton), Neutral Tint, Raw Sienna, French Ultramarine, Permanent Rose, 

Burnt Sienna, and Cadmium Yellow Pale, Cerulean Blue, Cadmium Red, Cadmium Lemon, Perylene 

Green, Quinacridone Gold, Naphthol Red 

Note:  For a limited budget, you may want to purchase only bolded colors, or just the bolded red, 

yellow and blues to start.   

WATERCOLOR PALLET 

Recommend a pallet that fits at least 12 colors and has sufficient mixing area.  Do not put white in your 

pallet as it will dull your other paints.  My pallet that I use for both studio and plein air (outdoors) is 

pictured below: 

 

Artists use something like this for studio only: 



 

 

BRUSHES: 

To begin with, you may just want to limit purchases to Round 14 and 8 Silver Black Velvet brushes.  The 

best brushes are semi-flexible and hold large amounts of pigment and water. 

PAPER: 

Buy Cold Press or Rough 140 lb. watercolor paper.  Some good quality brands are Saunders Waterford, 

and Arches.   Kilimanjaro is a decent quality and is a little less expensive.   Using a cheap, poor quality 

paper can result in blotchy paintings.  I buy 22 X 30 sheets and cut them down to various sizes to save 

money.  Suggest they be cut to standard sizes like 7X10 or 9X12.  Working small is the best way to start. 

BOARD: 

I use 1" masking tape to attach my paper to a piece of Corrugated plastic.  Michaels and Home Depot 

carry this plastic in larger sheets that can be cut down to useful sizes.  The largest board I currently use is 

13" X 17" which accommodates my quarter sheets.   Watercolor board, gator board, or prepared 

Masonite may also be used. Some artists use clips to hold their paper to the board instead of tape.   

OTHER SUPPLIES: 

pencil 

kneaded eraser 

water container 

paper towels 

sponge  

PHOTOS: 

Bring a variety of your own photos to class (hardcopy, ipad or mobile phone all work).  There will be 

hardcopy photos to use in class for practice only. 

https://www.rexart.com/media/jck400207-xlg.png

