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Criteria Distinguished Proficeint Basic Needs  
Improvement

Engagement Actively 
participates and 
encourages 
partner to share.

Participates and 
stays on topic.

Participates with 
minimal effort.

Rarely 
participates or 
off-topic.

Listening Fully attentive 
and responds 
thoughtfully to 
partner.

Listens and 
responds 
appropriately.

Listens with 
occasional 
distractions.

Rarely listens or 
interrupts.

Clarity Expresses ideas 
clearly and 
uses academic 
language.

Expresses 
ideas with some 
clarity.

Ideas are 
unclear or lack 
detail.

Struggles to 
express ideas.

Turn-and-talk
Rubric
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