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Literature & Language Arts 
Grades 6–8 
 

Everyday Inspiration 

George Lucas had a problem. He needed to create a memorable ship for the first Star 
Wars movie but the prototype he had was just not right. He told his modeler to create 
an entirely new spaceship in four weeks. The modeler came back with what we know as 
the Millennium Falcon.  

What inspired the design of this iconic spaceship? According to legend, it was based on 
a hamburger with a bite taken out of it and a large olive on a toothpick.  

Are you surprised that the inspiration for the most popular ship in the history of the Star 
Wars franchise was a half-eaten lunch? Maybe you shouldn’t be. Inspiration is 
everywhere! It is up to you to find it. 

 

Find Your Inspiration 

Here is your chance to discover a source of inspiration. Follow these steps: 

1. Look around and choose an everyday object that catches your eye.  
2. Set it down and look at it carefully from different angles. Does it remind you of 

anything different or unusual? 
3. Use its shape as inspiration to describe something new. 

Now, write two or three paragraphs to describe your object in a fantastic and original 
way. Use the Circle Diagram to help organize your ideas. Write the name of your object in 
the center circle. Then write your ideas about the object in the surrounding circles. Be 
creative and have fun. 

Your object can become anything you want it to be. Here are some ideas to get you 
thinking about how to transform an everyday object into an inspiration. You might ask 
yourself questions like: 

• Is that vase actually the body of a robot? Why is it shaped like that? What can it 
do? 

• Is that a plastic beach rake or a jewel encrusted artifact from Ancient Egypt? How 
did people in the past use the artifact? 

• Could that can opener be a machine built for interplanetary travel? How could its 
parts help transport you to Mars or Jupiter? 
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
CIRCLE DIAGRAM
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