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Literature & Language Arts 
Grades 9–12 

Create a Lit Playlist 

Music and literature often go hand in hand. Many authors actually create playlists to 
inspire them while they’re writing. Have you ever wished your favorite book had a playlist? 
Or maybe it already does—many popular books that are made into films have them in the 
form of an official soundtrack.  

Choose a book to focus on—either one of your all-time favorites or one that you’re 
currently reading–and begin thinking about its themes and characters. Next, pick one of 
the following structures for your playlist: 

A. Plot-driven

Make a list of the major events in the plot of the story. For each event, choose
a song that you think reflects what’s going on. For example, if a character
experiences heartbreak, your song should include lyrics about a broken heart
or a lost love, or if it is instrumental only, it should evoke a mood of sadness.

B. Theme-based

Write a brief description of the book’s major theme or themes and create an
entire playlist of songs centered around the theme(s). For example, if one of the
themes is, “people can achieve their dreams despite great obstacles,” your
songs should be inspirational in nature.

C. Detail-oriented

Make a list of details from the book that interest you. The details can be about
the setting, one or more of the characters, or even pieces of dialogue from the
book. For each detail, choose a song or songs whose title(s) reflect that detail.
For example, if one of the characters has a pet snake, you would choose a song
with words like snake, hiss, slither, or perhaps names of specific types of snakes
in the title.

For inspiration, check out a playlist for Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Note: HMH is not responsible for the content of third-party websites.  

https://bookstr.com/list/you-need-to-hear-the-to-kill-a-mockingbird-spotify-playlist/


ãCopyright Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Produce Your Playlist! 

Using any streaming service such as YouTube, Pandora, Spotify, or Soundcloud, pick your 
songs and place them in an order that makes sense to you. If you can’t think of a good 
song off of the top of your head, you can search song titles by keyword to give you some 
ideas. If you’re using the plot-driven structure, the songs should be in the order in which 
the events in the book occur. You should aim to have about 10-12 songs, but you may 
include as many as you would like.  

 

Explain Your Choices 

For each song, write one or two sentences about why you chose it and how it relates to 
your plot event, theme, or detail.  

 

Share Your Playlist 

Share your finished playlist with classmates and listen to others’ to see how they chose to 
portray their books through music. 

 

 

 


