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Literature Language Arts 

Grades 9–12 

 
Synthesize Information: Is It Safe to Reopen? 

How do you combine information from various sources to express your own ideas? 
 
Synthesizing ideas across multiple sources is a key part of information literacy. Synthesis 
involves the ability to analyze multiple sources and then use the information to express 
new ideas or draw broader conclusions about a topic. Learn the steps for synthesizing 
information below. Then apply what you’ve learned to draw your own conclusions about 
a topic that is impacting all of our lives—reopening the country in the coming months. 
(Refer to the last page of this activity for details and links to sources about this topic.) 
 

STEP 1: Outline Key Ideas 
As you begin to research a topic, you need to analyze your sources for key ideas. Read 
each of them through once to get the overall gist. Then read them a second time and 
think about which two facts, themes, or ideas every reader should come away with. Write 
those down in your own words, and then briefly explain why they are important.  
 

STEP 2: Organize the Information 
Keeping track of the ways in which multiple sources relate to each other can be daunting. 
Consider using a Synthesis Matrix to help you plot out the information. Fill in a chart 
similar to the one on the third page, dedicating a column to each source.  
 

STEP 3: Find the Connections 
Once your matrix is complete, find the connections between each author’s ideas. Those 
connections may not be readily apparent, so you’ll need to ask yourself some questions 
to tease out how the ideas relate to each other. 
 

• Does the author of one source agree with the findings in other sources? 
• Does a source explain or fill in information gaps in other sources? 
• Does an author extend the research of another author? 
• Does an author contradict what other authors say? 
• Does an author ask new questions or think about the topic differently than 

others? 
• Are there patterns or common themes that you see in several sources? 

 
It may help to visualize the authors of your sources in a room together debating the topic. 
How do the questions help you piece together where each author stands? Once you 
figure that out, review your matrix and use arrows, comment bubbles, and other symbols 
to mark the relationships between the ideas. 
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STEP 4: Make Your Point 
Now you’re ready to use all of this information to defend your viewpoint. With your topic in 
mind, record two or three ideas that reflect what you know about it. From those ideas, 
pick the one that best represents a belief you have on the subject. This will become your 
thesis statement. Keep in mind that a thesis statement should: 
 

• clearly state what you believe. 
• appear in the introduction of your argument or essay. 
• be focused enough that it can be proven within the scope of the essay. 
• go beyond simply summarizing other people’s viewpoints. 

 
If you have trouble expressing your thesis, consider what’s new, interesting, debatable, or 
controversial about the topic and explore those angles. Just remember to pick a 
statement that expresses a viewpoint you can comfortably defend. 
 

STEP 5: Now Write 
Look at your matrix and the notes you made. Use them to outline your argument, using 
topic sentences to plot out the focus of each paragraph. The details in each paragraph 
should support the topic sentence and come from the information you’ve evaluated. 
Ideally, you’ll use more than one source per paragraph, thus bringing together a lot of 
information in support of your idea.  
 
Link the topic sentence of one paragraph to the others, pointing out similarities and 
differences between the authors’ viewpoints and your own. Call out flaws in an author’s 
research or reasoning or note when an author corroborates or elaborates on another’s 
ideas. Don’t forget to use transition words that signal a change from paragraph to 
paragraph. Some common transitions for synthesizing are: similarly, in the same way, 
additionally, in contrast, on the contrary, conversely, therefore, and consequently. 
 
Make a strong closing statement. You can re-emphasize the thesis statement and briefly 
recap how the details prove your point. You can also give your reader an idea of why it 
matters or what comes next. Or, use your conclusion to suggest a course of action for 
readers to follow. 
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Synthesis Matrix 

 Source 1 (author’s 
last name, title 
keyword)  

Source 2 (author’s 
last name, title 
keyword) 

Source 3 (author’s 
last name, title 
keyword) 

Main Idea A 
Page and 
paragraph #: 
 
Summary: 
 
 
 
 
 
Why It’s 
Important: 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Main Idea B 
Page and 
paragraph #: 
 
Summary: 
 
 
 
 
 
Why It’s 
Important: 
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Your Turn! 
Study the prompt below and read the sources provided. Then follow the instructions to 
synthesize the material and write an argument or essay that expresses what you believe 
about reopening society during the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
Is It Safe to Reopen? 
After a month or more of mandatory closings and lockdowns, the general desire to regain 
normalcy and emerge from quarantine is pushing state officials to consider how and when 
to open their states for business and recreation. Some states reopened a few weeks ago, 
giving the public some idea of what a larger reopening could bring.  
 

1. Read and analyze at least four of the articles below to find out what you can about 
how to safely reopen the country after COVID-19. 

2. Synthesize the information from the articles, using the Synthesis Matrix as an aid. 
Organize the information so you have a broad view of the topic.  

3. Write an argument supporting or rejecting the decision to end COVID-19 
quarantines at this time. Use details from all of the articles you read to support your 
ideas. In your conclusion, issue a call to action, based on whether you think it is safe 
to reopen.  

 
Possible Sources 

• “The Horror of the Coronavirus Data Log” 
• “US coronavirus death toll passes 90,000 but influential model lowers its prediction” 
• “Most States That Are Reopening Fail to Meet White House Guidelines” 
• “The right way to reopen the economy” 
• “Reopening the U.S. economy too soon could cause a ‘double-dip’ recession” 
• “How Will We Reopen the Economy After the Coronavirus Crisis?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/05/is-reopening-safe-after-covid-19-we-wont-know-for-weeks/611743/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/health/us-coronavirus-monday/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/05/07/us/coronavirus-states-reopen-criteria.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/22/right-way-reopen-economy/
https://fortune.com/2020/05/11/us-economy-reopen/
https://www.newyorker.com/business/currency/how-will-we-reopen-the-economy-after-the-coronavirus-crisis

