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Literature & Language Arts 
Grades 9–12 
 

Memorize and Recite a Poem 
Reciting a poem from memory can be enormously satisfying. You get to know the poem 
really well, strengthen your memory, and have something to show for your hard work.   

Choose a Poem 

 A good place to look is on the Poetry Out Loud website in the “Find Poems” section.  

 
Note: HMH is not responsible for the content of third-party websites.  

Tips for Choosing a Poem 
 

• Look for shorter poems, which can be browsed by selecting the 25 lines or fewer 
filter on the Poetry Out Loud site.  
 

• Choose a poem that you connect with. You don’t have to totally understand it, but 
it should please you or intrigue you in some way. 

 

• Consider choosing a poem that rhymes, because that can make it easier to 
memorize. 

 
 

Memorize the Poem 

Follow these steps.  

1. Read the poem several times silently. 
2.  Think about its meaning. Paraphrase each stanza or part, restating it in your own 

words. 
3. Read the poem several times out loud. Experiment with placing emphasis on 

different words to get different shades of meaning. Notice the rhythm and sound 
effects.  

4. Write the poem down by hand.  
5. Record yourself reading the poem, and listen back to it.   
6. Write it down again.  
7. Now try memorizing it line by line. Start with the first line. Read it. Put the paper 

away. Try to say it from memory. If you can’t, look back at the paper and try 
again until you can.  

8. Read the first and second line. Put the paper away and say the first and second 
line.  

https://www.poetryoutloud.org
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9. Read the first through third lines out loud. Put the paper away and . . . . you get 
the idea.  

10. Proceed through the poem, taking breaks when needed.  
11. When you think you have the whole thing memorized, give the paper to someone 

else and have them listen to you, correcting you when you make a mistake.  
12. After you can read it smoothly and with expression, you’re ready to perform!  

Recite the Poem 

Ask the other people in your household to listen to you recite. And/or, video yourself 
reading the poem or have someone videotape you, and share the video.  

 


