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Literature & Language Arts 
Grades 9–12 
 

Create a Sketchnote 

If you've ever found yourself doodling or drawing when you were supposed to be taking 
"well-organized" notes, you'll love to sketchnote! 

 

What Is It? 

A sketchnote is a creative way to take notes by combining words, doodles, and other 
markings—arrows, numbers, underlines, and boxes—in a way that makes sense to you.  

Unlike traditional notes, sketchnotes combine text with visual information to represent 
your own thought processes, so a sketchnote shows not only what you learned but also 
how you learned it.  

You can use sketchnotes to explore complicated concepts, retell what you've learned, 
or even provide yourself with a helpful study tool or way to discover ideas for essays. 

Before you begin, examine a few sample sketchnotes. Search for "sketchnote ideas" on 
the Internet, or check out these helpful links: 

• Sketcho Frenzy: The Basics of Visual Note-taking  
• Sketchnotes Gallery: Students Draw to Demonstrate Thinking  
• 10 Brilliant Examples of Sketch Notes: Notetaking for The 21st Century  

Note: HMH is not responsible for the content of third-party websites. 

 

Find a Topic 

Pick something you're reading that challenges you in any way. The work can be fictional, 
informational, argumentative, or even poetic. Is there a character you'd like to 
understand? Is there a point you don't quite get? Is there a concept in your biology book 
that confuses you?  

In the chart on the next page, list the title of the work, and record page numbers or 
paragraph references for a few passages or ideas that you find challenging. Then, add 
a brief description of each of those passages or ideas.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gY9KdRfNN9w
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Title of Work: 

Pages / 
Paragraphs  

Challenging Passages or Ideas 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

When you've completed the chart, review your descriptions. Which passage or idea 
would you most like to understand? Mark it in the chart.  

You'll create a sketchnote to explore that passage or idea. 

 

Identify Goals and Tools 

You can't really plan your sketchnote ahead of time, but you should still consider your 
goals and tools before you begin. Answer these questions: 

• What do I want to understand about this passage or idea? 
• What materials will I use to draw—paper and pens, a whiteboard and markers, or 

a drawing application on a computer or tablet? 

If you feel uncomfortable drawing, consider creating a library of sketches and doodles 
to refer to as you work. Don't worry about your artistic skills. Simple sketches, as long as 
they make sense to you, work best. 
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Try the following: 

• Create visual containers—starbursts, banners, boxes, and thought bubbles—for 
setting off key terms and important names.  

• Draw blank graphic organizers that you might use to organize your thoughts—
idea webs, flow charts, or timelines.  

• Play with different kinds of lines, arrows, and punctuation marks you might use to 
connect and emphasize ideas. 

• Draw a few basic shapes and lines to represent people and everyday objects, 
such as cups, buildings, books, or trees.  

Give It a Try! 

The point of your sketchnote is to use your own creative strengths to analyze and better 
understand a challenging passage or idea, so be sure to refer to the source text and 
any notes you may have taken.  

• Reread the source. Examine the passage you've selected. Look for clues that tell 
you how you might structure your sketchnote. For example, if the passage focuses 
on steps in a process, you might sketchnote a flowchart. If a line in a poem is 
challenging, you might try webbing words, images, or emotions that come to mind. 
If you're confused by a plot point, you might draw a quick storyboard. Let the 
source suggest your sketchnote's structure. 

• Weigh your words. Carefully choose the words you include. Use words to identify 
key terms or concepts; name important people, places, or events; and help you 
remember ideas. Show a word’s importance by styling it for emphasis. For example, 
set off important names or terms in banners, starbursts, or frames. Write a 
character’s name in bold bubble lettering and then underline it. Set off important 
ideas in bold colored text. 

• Keep your visuals simple. Your doodles should represent ideas that might take 
several paragraphs to explain. Instead of taking time to write out those ideas, toss 
in simple but meaningful visuals and well-chosen words. Arrows, bullets, and 
numbers can connect ideas. Thick, dark lines outlining your doodles or heavy, block 
lettering can indicate emphasis. Hearts, question marks, exclamation points, or 
jagged “anger” lines can help describe a character quickly. 

• Don't forget about color. Remember that using the same color for similar ideas 
creates a visual connection between ideas. You might write a character’s name 
and all points about that character in the same bright color. To lead the eye from 
one area of the sketchnote to another, you might add swooping lines or arrows, all 
in the same color. 
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Am I Done? 

Your sketchnote is complete when you've reached an understanding of the passage or 
idea you were examining.  

In other words, your sketchnote's done when you say it's done. When you've completed 
your work, review it, just to help you commit ideas and details to memory. 

Give your sketchnote a title and date so that you'll be able to refer to it later—when you 
most need it! 
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