
ãCopyright Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Literature & Language Arts 
Grades 9–12 
 

Write Two-Sentence Stories 

Two-sentence stories have become very popular lately. There is even a TV show based 
on this type of story. A two-sentence story is just what it sounds like—a short story that 
consists of only two sentences. These bite-sized narratives usually come with a twist. 
That is, the second sentence creates an unexpected or surprising turn in the story. These 
stories are a good way to analyze what literary features make a story fit into its genre. 
Sometimes, a story may even fit within multiple genres. In this activity, you will practice 
writing your own two-sentence stories.  

 

Examples of Two-sentence Stories in Different Genres 

Romance: 

• He was the most stunning and gorgeous man Jordan had ever seen. Jordan 
sighed in contentment before putting down the mirror. 
 

• Matt gets down on one knee.  
“Alice, your shoes are untied,” he says, as he begins to lace up her shoe. 

Horror: 

• I found a picture on my phone of me sleeping. I live alone. 
 

• The driver wasn’t very chatty, so I checked my phone.  
“Hey, it’s your ride-share driver. I’m parked on the street outside.” 

Fantasy/Science Fiction: 

• Sitting on a massive horde of gems and gold, the dragon dreamed longingly of a 
far greater treasure. Alas, every creature it met sought the horde and its hide 
rather than friendship. 
 

• Once upon a time, there was a place called happily ever after. Though no one 
had ever made it there, many wrote of its wonders. 
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Drama: 

• “Most people go with the flow, but the ones who go against it usually go on to 
achieve great accomplishments in life!” Before I could explain this to the traffic 
cop, he issued me a citation. 
 

• My ex-boyfriend keeps calling me late at night. He died two years ago. 

	

Humor: 

• “Why are you drinking coffee so late at night?” 
 
“Dad, time is an illusion we should attempt to dispel so we can live in bliss; plus, I have 
a 10-page paper due tomorrow, which I haven’t started.” 
 

• No Internet connection. What am I supposed to do with my life? 

 

Get Started! 

Review the examples of two-sentence stories provided. Then, work to write at least 10 of 
your own two-sentence stories. You may choose whichever genre interests you most or 
try your hand at multiple genres.  
 
As you get started, consider the text structure of the example sentences. The first 
sentence should establish a seemingly normal or familiar situation. Introduce something 
surprising or unexpected in the second sentence. Challenge yourself to use descriptive 
words to help set the mood for your story.  
 
Also, make sure to pay close attention to the punctuation of your sentences. They may 
need to be more complex than those you usually write in order to create a compelling 
narrative. Try to tell as complete a tale as you can in fewer than 60 words. When 
possible, include imagery or figurative language to help give depth to your short story. 
Have fun! 
 

 

 


