
Earth & Space Science

GUIDED READING LEVEL: F
LEXILE: 490L
GENRE: Fiction
TEXT FEATURES: illustrations

NGSS PERFORMANCE EXPECTATION 
Earth’s Resources 
K-ESS3-3: Communicate solutions that will 
reduce the impact of humans on the land, 
water, air, and/or other living things in the 
local environment.

NGSS THREE DIMENSIONS OF 
SCIENCE LEARNING
SEP Obtaining, Evaluating, and 
Communicating Information 
DCI ESS3.C: Human Impacts on Earth Systems; 
ETS1.B Developing Possible Solutions
CCC Cause and Effect

ELA STANDARD
W.K.2

VOCABULARY
banners (p. 4)
dolphins (p. 9)
Earth Day (p. 3)
farmers market (p. 17)
polar bears (p. 7)
recycle (p. 29)
rescue (p. 7)
sorted (p. 21)
trash (p. 20)

Build Background
Provide information about Earth Day. Explain that Earth Day is a day when 
people show their support for protecting our environment. It happens on 
April 22. The first Earth Day was in 1970, and it was the idea of a senator from 
Wisconsin. Today Earth Day is celebrated around the world.

Give each student a copy of the book. Have students point to the title and 
read it aloud with them. Have students preview the illustrations with a 
partner. Ask them to talk about what might happen in the story. After several 
minutes, ask students to share ideas they have about the story. 

Read the Text
Ask partners to read the book aloud, taking turns to read the pages. 

Conduct a group retelling of the story. Start by telling the first event. Then 
have students take turns telling what happened next. Allow them to use the 
book as a reference.

Discuss Emma’s ideas for helping Earth. Ask students how brushing their 
teeth without running the water, picking up trash, and riding a bike instead 
of using a car can help Earth.

After Reading
Connect and Respond

1. What happened after Emma shared her list with the class? (The class slowed 
down, recycled, and used only what they needed.) 

2. Why did Emma’s teacher say her small ideas were pretty big? (Unlike the 
other kids’ ideas, Emma’s ideas were real things that people could do to 
help Earth.)

3. Find the pages that tell you what Emma’s dad told her about doing small 
things. (pp. 14–15, He told her they could start small; he said that small 
is fine.)

Write It Down
Engage students in a discussion about things they can do to help the 
environment. Create a class concept web on chart paper labeled “Save the 
Environment.” Ask, How does picking up trash help Earth? (It won’t get into our 
waterways and harm wildlife.) Why should you turn off the water when you 
brush your teeth? (to save water) Why should you turn out the lights in empty 
rooms or turn off the TV when you aren’t watching it? (to save energy) How 
does recycling help? (saves waste, saves energy by not having to make all new 
products) Why should you walk or ride your bike when you can? (less pollution)

Remind students that the children in Mrs. Connor’s classroom had a banner 
for Earth Day. Have students work in small groups to create a banner that 
encourages people to take care of Earth. Have students include pictures and 
words in their banners. Display student’s banners around the classroom.
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Materials/Resources Needed
large sheets of paper for making banners
crayons, colored pencils, and/or paints
assorted items, some recyclable and 

some non-recylclable
scissors
glue
old magazines

Connection to  
HMH Science Dimensions® Grade K
The Read, Write, Share! activity is one of 
several Hands-On Activities and other 
activities adapted from HMH’s NGSS-based 
program. It is found in Grade K’s program at 
Unit 6 Lesson 2, p. 267.

Research Connection
Help students research Earth Day—its history, 
where and when it is celebrated, and what 
the celebrations involve. Have students create 
a fact sheet about Earth Day to share with the 
class.

HMH®, HMH Science Dimensions®, and Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt® are registered trademarks of 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 08/18 WF606068 
F-1745171

Extension Activities
Apply What You Know: Read, Write, Share!
Remind students that natural resources are materials that are supplied by 
nature, such as water (for drinking), oil (for energy), animals (for food and 
clothing), minerals (construction materials, aluminum cans, glass), and wood 
(paper, furniture, and construction materials). List the natural resources where 
all students can see. Have students work with a partner to make a book about 
saving natural resources. Students’ books should include drawings of at least two 
natural resources and two actions we can take to help conserve those natural 
resources.

No Cars
As a class, brainstorm ideas on how to reduce the use of cars. Start by asking 
students about other forms of transportation: riding bikes, walking, using 
roller skates, skateboards, etc. Have students think about how taking a bus, 
train, or subway is better than taking a car. Explain that public transport 
means there are fewer cars on the roads and less pollution, especially if 
the buses are electric. Point out that taking a bus or subway also means 
that people have to walk more, so this is also good for their health. Explain 
what carpooling is and how that can cut down on pollution. Have students 
draw a picture showing how they could get to school using a method of 
transportation that benefits the environment.

Recycle Relay
Define recycle as “reuse something in a new or different way.” Review with 
students what things can be recycled and what things cannot. Show items 
such as a newspaper, a plastic straw, a plastic fork, a paper plate, a soda can, 
a juice box, a glass jar, plastic wrap, and a Styrofoam container. Ask students 
which of these things they think can be recycled, or reused in a new or 
different way, then discuss. 

Assign students to small groups. Line students up on one end of a gym, 
classroom, playground, or other safe place to run or walk. Place a garbage 
can and recycling container on the other side of the area. Give each team 
a bin of four or five items; some are classified as recyclable, and some are 
classified as garbage/non-recyclable. Line teams up and hold a relay race. 
Each student will choose an item from the bin, then run or walk to deposit 
the item in the correct receptacle. Then the student will run or walk back to 
their team and tag the next student, who will choose an item and repeat the 
process. 

When the relay is finished, have students watch and evaluate as you check 
the items in the garbage can and recycling container to see if they have 
been placed in the correct receptacle. 
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