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7 STRATEGIES FOR READING  
SUCCESS WITH ENGLISH LEARNERS

TIP SHEET

1   Tell stories. Allowing EL students the opportunity to tell stories without reading them  
       allows them to develop an interest in text structure and, in some cases, plot.

2   Read bilingual books. Students who are literate in their native languages are much  
       more likely to build literacy in English. Try looking for texts that are written in dual  
       languages, allowing the students to compare what the different writings look like.

3   Listen to audio books. Students may not be working on fluency or decoding skills,  
       but they are gaining vocabulary, applying comprehension strategies, and attending  
       to information.

4   Choose material that is relevant and interesting. Or better yet, allow students to  
       choose! Give them ownership of their learning and let them steer for a while.

5   Fill your shelves with readable materials. Readability is key! Invest in a few really  
       interesting titles such as graphic novels and books with great illustrations vs. trying to  
       just stock your shelves.

6   Give them some background information. Before you start any sort of reading, gauge         
       what the student knows and understands, and then give them some vocabulary and         
       details that they may struggle with later on in the text. Then, when they get to it, they’ll                                            
       already know a little about it.   

7   Reading away from school is crucial! Talk to caregivers about community  
       resources like public libraries and services that provide free books, such as  
       Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library or Little Free Library®.

Try these strategies with your with students who are learning English to help them 
engage with reading and foster a desire to connect with texts.
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