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OPTIONS FOR DIFFERENTIATION

SUPPORTSUPPORT REINFORCEREINFORCE EXTENDEXTEND

For children who struggle to 
connect the /h/ sound to the 
letter h, including children who 
show signs of dyslexia, have them 
practice building words with the 
letter h. 

For children who are learning to 
connect the /h/ sound in a word 
with letter h, have them practice 
identifying words that begin with 
/h/.

For children who have mastered 
reading words with letter h, have 
them practice finding words with 
letter h in context.

• Place a copy of the Elkonin
Boxes resource in front 
of each child. (Teacher’s 
Manual Vol. 1, Resources for 
Differentiation tab, Resources 
for Differentiation booklet, 
p. 44.)

• Give each child a set of Letter 
Tiles.

• Write words that begin with 
letter h on the board: hat, hid,
hop, hit, his, hot, has, hi, had, 
hip, hint, and hand. Erase the
first letter of each, so the words 
read _at, _and, _id, _int, _op, 
_it, _is, _ot, _as, _i, _ad, _ip, 
_int, and _and.

• Have children copy the first 
word ending from the board by 
placing the correct Letter Tiles
in the second and third boxes 
of the second row on their 
papers.

• Say the first word including the 
initial consonant. Have children 
identify the beginning sound 
/h/, tell what letter makes 
that sound, and place the 
corresponding Letter Tile in 
the first box. Have them blend 
and read the word. 

• Continue the activity with each 
word written on the board. 
Have children use the third 
row on their papers when they 
reach the three-letter word 
endings.

• Write these words on the 
board: hid, hip, cub, kit, hit, tap, 
can, hiss, flat, hint, hop, sod, 
had, till, and hand. 

• Pass out handwriting paper to 
each child.

• Have children line up in front 
of the board. Have each child 
come up to the board one by 
one and circle one of the words 
on the board that starts with 
the /h/ sound. 

• When a child circles a word 
correctly, have the child blend 
the sounds and read the word. 
Have the group read the word 
chorally and write it on their 
papers.

• Continue until all the words 
starting with h have been 
circled, read correctly, and 
written down.

• Have children partner up. Pass 
out handwriting paper to each 
child.

• Distribute copies of Decodable 
Reader 3 (Hal Has a Pal) to 
partners along with mini sticky 
notes.

• Have partners place a sticky 
note under each word that 
begins with letter h. 

• Have children write each word 
with letter h they find on their 
papers. Then have children 
read each word chorally.
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