
ATHLETIC SCAVENGER HUNT

MATH AT

ACTIVITYWORK

Materials: Scavenger hunt list, way to view coverage

Number of students: 1 or more

Time needed: 60+ minutes

How do the language and ideas 

of math show up in sports event 

coverage?

Scavenger Hunt List                           What You Saw or Heard

  
PREPARE LIST

Your teacher will provide the list of  

what to hunt for. Make sure the list  

is nearby when watching the event(s).

2   
WATCH EVENT

Time to watch athletes compete! Work with your 

teacher to determine what event(s) to watch  

and how to watch them.

CHECK OFF WHAT  

YOU FIND

Be sure to watch with a mathematically critical  

eye. Look out for each of the terms on your list.  

An athlete or commentator may refer to it, or it  

may be something you see on screen. In addition 

to crossing off the term, write down what you  

saw or heard.

To learn more about math in sports, visit hmhco.com/mathatwork.
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TEACHER SUPPORT

ATHLETIC SCAVENGER HUNT

TECH FIX: Having troubles 
ensuring your students are 
able to watch the same 
sports event? Consider 

looking for a recorded event online and 
sending students a link instead. You 
could also have them attend a school 
sports event or turn it into an in-class 
activity to reduce the tech barrier for 
individual students.

MATH PRACTICE: Model with mathematics. The specific content will 
depend on what math terms you put on your students’ lists. In all cases 
though, students will need to connect what they see and hear in the 
real world with mathematical terms and ideas.

CULTURAL CONNECTIONS: Sports can be a powerful entry 
point for students who enjoy watching or participating in 
them. This activity is flexible and can work with any sport 
that your students would enjoy watching. In fact, the same 

activity could even apply to watching video games or any competition 
where ideas such as scores, rank, time, speed, and so on are involved.

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION: One possible modification 
to the activity is instead of searching for a variety of terms, 
you can give one or more students just a single term and see 

how many times they can spot it. This can be helpful for students who 
require a more straightforward activity or for concepts that are especially 
difficult to spot, such as functions or fractions.

MAKING SENSE OF MATHEMATICS

If students struggle with the activity or feel overwhelmed by it, walk them through an example. Prepare different 
ways that they could check off one of the words on the list.

EXAMPLE: Find a line segment.

To learn more about math in sports, visit hmhco.com/mathatwork.
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“Look at that clean 
line she made  
down that hill!”
           —Commentator “I tried to go in a 

straight line but 
couldn’t keep it up!”
                         —Athlete
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