
Students choose important issues in their school or community, 
and develop various peaceful strategies for making change.

What You Need
• Art supplies
• Computer access
• List of local lawmakers
• Local media phone numbers, e-mail and street addresses
• Video equipment 

What to Do
1.  Ask the class to list rules that they have to live with at school or in their community. Discuss: 
 •  How do they feel about these rules? Are they fair?
 •  What are the origins of some of these rules?
 •  Can these rules be changed? How?

2. Explain that throughout history, groups of people have had to live under oppressive 
conditions, often with grave injustices. Ask them to list some examples of such historical  
periods. These may include:           
 •  Salem Witch Trials           
 •  American Slavery            
 •  Mistreatment of Native Americans         
 •  Japanese-American internment         
 •  The Holocaust              
   

3. Note that these situations were often resolved through violence or wars. Explain that in the 
Uni ted States, we have opportunities to make certain changes through peaceful means. 

 Ask students to list some of these strategies, including: 
  •  Letter-writing (to newspapers or legislators)        
  •  Lobbying             
  •  Voting             
  •  Rallies and demonstrations          
  •  Strikes              
  •  Public opinion campaigns  
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4.  Have groups of students choose issues to work on. Each group should work together to 
  decide how to focus their efforts. Discussions should answer these questions: 
     •  Which strategy or strategies will we use?
      •  Why are these strategies appropriate?
      •  What resources will we need?
      •  Whose support will we need?
      •  Which tactics will help promote our strategies? (slogans, buttons, ads, publicity stunts,  
     banners, videos, etc)
      •  What is our timetable?
     •  How will we divide up our tasks? 

5. Present the campaigns to the whole class. Discuss and adjust as needed. 
 Implement the campaigns. 

Teaching Options
    •  Invite an elected official to come in and discuss the importance of voting.
    •  Research various tactics used by civil rights and anti-Vietnam War protesters. 
  Were all of these appropriate? Hold a discussion or debate.
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