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Animals Hiding in the Barn: Find Partners
Each pair of children needs Number Story Cards (1 barn and 5 
of the same type of animal).

• We have been playing Animals Hiding in the Barn by 
counting or seeing the total you chose. Now, we can play 
by taking turns making partners of a number and saying 
those partners.

Ask children to start with 5, but mention that when they 
play in the Math Center they may choose any number to 
start with.

• Everyone, put 5 animals below your barn. Take turns finding 
and describing partners.

• Remember to say the partners like this: There are 4 brown 
horses and 1 gray horse. 5 has partners 4 and 1.

Then, tell children that later they can play Animals Hiding in 
the Barn this way:

1.  Together, choose and show a number of the same animal.

2.  The first child hides some of these animals in the barn 
while the second child covers her or his eyes.

3.  The second child opens her or his eyes and says how many 
are hiding in the barn by looking at the partners that are in 
front of the barn.

4. The children check that answer by looking under the barn.

Check that children understand what they are to do by having 
them play one round.

Cones on Fingers to Show Partners of 5 
(Optional)
This is a fun and memorable way for children to see and 
show partners of 5.

Before the activity. Photocopy Copymaster CM12 onto two 
different colors of paper, blue and yellow for example. Cut 
out the cone templates and tape them to form cones.

During the activity. Discuss the shape with children.

• Where have you seen a shape like this before? Possible 
responses: ice cream cone; party hat

• This shape is called a cone. Say that word with me: cone.

Children take turns showing partners of 5 by placing the 
cones on their fingers. For example, one child might have 2 
blue cones and 3 yellow cones. As one child puts cones on all 
5 fingers, the other children say, for example, “5 has partners 
of 2 and 3.” The partners can be on adjacent fingers or 
separated. The partners they can show are: 2 and 3, 3 and 2, 
4 and 1, 1 and 4.

Week 13 Find Partners of 5 and Find More/Less

84 |  Part B  |  Week 13

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through "File info" 
CorrectionKey=NL-A Counting with Finger Cones

Instructions




