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Unit

1

Concert Calculations
Imagine you and your band (your math 
group!) are about to make it big. You need 
to play before one million fans to land 
your next record deal. You have $300,000 
to spend on the tour, not including cost of 
travel. How much will the tour cost?

Step 1: Look at the Concert Tour Info Sheet. 
Find cities that have a total of over 1,000,000 in 
stadium capacity.

Step 2: Add all the costs for each individual city.

Materials

Anchorage:

Stadium capacities: 66,387 

Stadium cost: $12,450 

Hotel: $99 per night 

Food: $38 per day

Seattle:

Stadium capacities: 122,392  

Stadium cost: $32,100 

Hotel: $201 per night 

Food: $52 per day

Philadelphia:

Stadium capacities: 115,176 

Stadium cost: $36,050 

Hotel: $175 per night 

Food: $48 per day

Atlanta:

Stadium capacities: 138,258 

Stadium cost: $15,678 

Hotel: $86 per night 

Food: $40 per day

Denver:

Stadium capacities: 112,273 

Stadium cost: $31,234 

Hotel: $142 per night 

Food: $53 per day

Phoenix:

Stadium capacities: 83,400 

Stadium cost: $14,045 

Hotel: $110 per night 

Food: $42 per day

Nashville:

Stadium capacities: 102,143 

Stadium cost: $30,754 

Hotel: $175 per night 

Food: $45 per day

Minneapolis:

Stadium capacities: 76,665 

Stadium cost: $19,900 

Hotel: $95 per night 

Food: $32 per day

Austin:

Stadium capacities: 135,119 

Stadium cost: $29,500 

Hotel: $164 per night 

Food: $49 per day

Detroit:

Stadium capacities: 78,297 

Stadium cost: $20,000 

Hotel: $111 per night 

Food: $37 per day

New York:

Stadium capacities: 212,864 

Stadium cost: $50,021 

Hotel: $270 per night 

Food: $100 per day

Honolulu:

Stadium capacities: 128,490 

Stadium cost: $43,128 

Hotel: $205 per night 

Food: $78 per day
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“Concert Tour Info Sheet”
(Teacher Resource Masters, p. 10)

Step 3: Add to fnd the total cost for all the 
cities you choose.  

Step 4: If the cost is greater than $300,000, try 
new combinations of cities until the attendance 
is high enough and the cost is low enough. 

If you are having a hard time figuring 
out what cities to choose, try the 
Learning Mindset activity on  
the back.
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Learning Mindset 
Challenge-Seeking Make Decisions 

Sometimes the hardest part of a problem is simply 
making a decision. After all, math problems can 
have many solutions and require many decisions! 

List 4–8 cities your band wants to visit. Then 
answer each of these questions. 

• How many fans will see the show? 

• What is the total cost? 

• How much traveling would you have to do? 

• What evidence do you have that this is a 
good list of cities? 

Now edit your list so you have a different set of 
cities, and answer all the questions a second time. 
Repeat until you have at least two lists that are 
under $300,000 and have over 1,000,000 fans. 

Compare your evidence and decide on a list of 
cities. It may not be the perfect decision, but 
sometimes you just have to make a decision and 
move on! 

Reflection Questions 

1 How did you use place value when adding 
and subtracting? 

2  

 

What is one decision you made in this project,
and what evidence do you have that it was a 
good or bad decision? 

3 Stretch Your Thinking 
When authors go on book tours, they must 
make similar decisions. Visiting large cities 
reaches more people, but often costs more. 
How would you plan a book tour for your 
favorite author? 

TIONS! CONGRATULA
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You are now 

            a musician. 
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