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Activity One

But don’t forget about the dollar coin! There’s also the half-
dollar coin, although it’s not used much today. In fact, throughout 
the history of the United States, there have been 20-cent coins, 
3-cent coins, and even half-cent coins, to name a few. Writing 
about her journey on the Oregon Trail, Tabitha Brown wrote,  
“I [found] something in the end of my glove finger which I 
supposed to be a button. On examination at my new home in 
Salem, I found it to be a six and one-fourth cent piece. . . .” 

But how could there be a coin worth six and one-fourth cents?

When Tabitha’s family began its journey out west, in some 
places, Americans used Spanish coins to pay for goods or 
services. Eight Spanish dollars were considered equal to one U.S. 
dollar. What Spanish coin equals the amount of the six-and- 
one-fourth-cent piece that Tabitha found?

Now it’s time to design your own coin! If possible, use clay, paper, 
and glue. If you don’t have those materials, draw the front and 
back of it. Be sure to consider both how much your coin will be 
worth and how it will look.

Can you name every type of coin used in the United 
States? You’re probably familiar with these: 

      Penny                   Nickel                   Dime                  Quarter      

VALUE OF COIN
Tabitha wrote that with the coin she 
found, she “purchased three needles.” 

• Research online how much three 
sewing needles cost today.

• Decide how much your coin will be 
worth. Choose a value similar to 
what you found for the cost of three 
needles today.

• What will you name your coin? 
  
 

DESIGN OF COIN
Look at a U.S. coin. What images and 
text do you see, and what do you 
notice about the color and shape?

• What text will be on your coin? 
Why?

• What images will be on your coin? 
Why?

• How big will your coin be, and what 
texture will the edges be? Why?

Money Matters


