
Literacy at Work
PERSONALITY FEATURE RUBRIC

Points 4 3 2 1

Focus Tells a compelling story that focuses on 
ONE aspect of its subject’s life.

Tells a moderately compelling story 
that focuses on ONE aspect of its 
subject’s life.

Tells a story that focuses mostly, but not 
entirely or consistently, on ONE aspect of 
its subject’s life.

Does not yet demonstrate that the 
writer has observed important aspects 
of the subject’s life.

Lead Draws the reader in with a riveting hook 
that uses concrete, vivid details. This 
moment or description is critical to the 
focus of the story.

Draws the reader in with an interesting 
hook that uses concrete details. This 
moment or description is related to the 
focus of the story.

Draws the reader in with a potentially 
interesting hook that could use more 
work. This description could be related 
to the focus, but the significance may be 
unclear to the reader.

Doesn’t yet offer a sufficient 
sense of a hook. The reader is 
left uncertain what the feature 
is about.

Nutgraf Deftly moves from lead to nutgraf; the 
nutgraf clearly tells what the story is 
about—a fascinating story.

Moves somewhat smoothly from lead to 
nutgraf; the nutgraf clearly tells what the 
story is about—an interesting story.

Moves from lead to nutgraf, but 
transitions are weak and/or the nutgraf 
is unclear.

Doesn’t yet offer a sufficient sense 
of a nutgraf.

Body Includes a well-developed body that 
supports the focus, with fascinating 
details, multiple interview quotations, 
and interesting transitions.

Includes a body that mostly supports 
the nutgraf, with intriguing details from 
interviews and a relevant series of 
transitions and quotations.

Includes a body that may inadequately 
support the nutgraf, with a somewhat 
interesting series of transitions and 
quotations.

Doesn’t sufficiently support the nutgraf 
in the body; may fail to include sufficient 
quotes or details to support the story.

Conclusion Closes with a clear wrap-up, possibly 
returning to the opening scene; avoids 
summary and prediction; concludes with 
a well-chosen quote.

Wraps up with an air of conclusion; 
avoids summary and prediction and 
concludes with a relevant quote.

Somewhat awkwardly attempts to 
wrap up the story, perhaps slipping into 
summary or prediction instead of a well-
chosen quote.

Inadequately wraps up the story, 
perhaps slipping into summary or 
prediction instead of a well-chosen 
quote.

Grammar, 
Spelling, 
and Clarity

Shows mastery of quotation-attribution 
rules. Shows few, if any, grammar or 
spelling errors. Third-person tense is 
consistent. Paragraphs are short and 
easy to follow.

Shows an adequate understanding 
of quotation-attribution rules. Shows 
relatively few grammar or spelling errors. 
Third-person tense is mostly consistent. 
Paragraphs are easy to follow.

Shows a developing understanding of 
quotation-attribution rules. Shows more 
than a few grammar or spelling errors. 
The tense is not consistent. Paragraphs 
are long and somewhat confusing.

Does not follow quotation-attribution 
rules. Includes many grammar or spelling 
errors. The tense is not consistent and/or 
not in third person. Paragraphs are hard 
to follow.

Word Choice, 
Flow, and 
Voice

Shows control of language to create 
a consistent voice that flows smoothly 
from beginning to end. Shows flair, style, 
grace, and pizzazz.

Controls language to create a 
consistent voice that flows well. 
Shows flair or pizzazz in parts but not 
consistently throughout.

Shows little control of language and/or 
does not have a consistent voice 
throughout. Displays unsuccessful 
attempts at flair or pizzazz.

Displays no attempt at creating a 
consistent voice or adding flair, style, 
grace, or pizzazz.

Overall score:         / 28
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PERSONALITY FEATURE RUBRIC

Score 26–28 20–25 14–19 7–13

Grade Exemplary Proficient Developing Emerging

Description This could win a journalism award! This 
700–800-word feature is so polished 
that it reads as if it were clipped from a 
professional newspaper.

Send it to the local newspaper! This 
feature is impressive and well-written but 
it could use more development to leave 
a lasting impact on the reader.

This needs re-reporting and 
considerable editing to read like a 
professional feature. It is adequately 
written but is unlikely to have a real 
impact on the reader.

Let’s regroup and try this again. 
This feature only adequately meets 
the assignment. It reads like a school 
assignment and shows a lot of room 
for improvement.

Additional Comments:

Literacy at Work
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