
Literacy at Work

Example Personality Feature

Nothing Is Set in Stone: A Profile of Samar Smith

Jefferson High School alum Samar Smith took a deep breath. This is it, she 
thought. With her heart thumping and pulse quickening, she anxiously eyed 
her new school. Foothill Community College looked nothing like the comfortable 
sanctuary she was accustomed to at Jefferson. Preparing to take a leap of 
faith, she stepped onto the Foothill campus.

Just last year, Smith encountered the difficult decision faced by many seniors: 
whether to attend a four-year university or a community college. She now 
remembers how worried she was about her choice.

“I was nervous when I first went into Foothill,” Smith says. “But the nerves I felt 
that day were nothing compared to what I felt senior year, trying to decide 
what to do with my future.”

Even though she struggled sometimes in school, Smith had always wanted to 
pursue a higher education degree. “My mom never went to any kind of college,” 
Smith shares. “She always told me how much she wished she had. So, I knew 
that college was something I didn’t want to miss out on.”

But as graduation neared, Smith started to have doubts. Unlike some of her 
friends, who knew what schools they wanted to attend and what they wanted 
to study, Smith wasn’t sure. She had many potential schools swirling through her 
mind and many interests—psychology, early education, music, and theater, to 
name a few. 

Smith’s counselor at Jefferson tried to help her narrow her options, asking 
questions like, “Where do you picture yourself in five years?” and “What’s your 
dream job?” Smith remembers staring at him blankly, paralyzed with indecision.

“I had no idea!” Smith laughs now at the memory. “I thought, maybe I’d have to 
take a gap year and think it over more. It felt like such an enormous decision.” 

Instead of answering his questions, Smith told her counselor about her long list 
of passions and her strong desire to attend a post-graduate program. That’s 
when her counselor pulled out a brochure about Foothill Community College. 
As Smith thumbed through the glossy pages, already intrigued by the photos 
of the beautiful campus, her counselor shared a piece of advice that Smith 
remembers to this day. 

TIP: Write in the third person.

Example: This is it, she thought.
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TIP: 
Use quotes throughout.

TIP: 
Add vivid details that evoke 
sights, smells, sounds, etc.

Example: As Smith thumbed 
through the glossy pages . . .



Literacy at Work

Example Personality Feature, cont.

“There are so many post-grad options available to students, and there are 
many opinions to deal with too. I’m sure you’re worrying about what your 
parents, friends, or even strangers will think about where you go to school. This 
is an important decision—but it’s also important to know that nothing is set in 
stone. Many students who attend community college later transfer to a four-
year university. Many don’t. But the option to change your mind is always there.”

At these words, Smith felt like a huge burden had been lifted from her shoulders. 
“Once I knew that choosing between a community college and a four-year university 
didn’t have to be a final decision, I suddenly felt like a cloud had been lifted from my 
mind. I could weigh the pros and cons so much more easily.”

With help from her counselor and her parents, Smith soon came up with a list of her 
expectations for her future and facts about her present. She wanted to continue her 
education but needed an environment where she could take her time to decide her 
area of study. She was a solid C student, which might have made it difficult for her 
to get into some of the four-year universities she was thinking about. She couldn’t 
qualify for many scholarships, but she also didn’t have the financial means to pay for 
an expensive school. She planned to live at home, so she knew she wanted to attend 
a school nearby.

With these facts all written out, Smith felt the pieces fall into place. Pinned to the 
bulletin board above her desk was the Foothill Community College pamphlet, and 
with her list in front of her, the answer became clear. She would attend Foothill. Her 
decision made, Smith felt relieved. Now, she could enjoy her last few weeks of high 
school, unburdened.

Still, she knew that making the decision was only half the battle—now Smith 
needed to get ready for a whole new environment where she would face unknown 
challenges, both academically and socially.

Standing at the entrance of the Foothill campus, nervous and excited, Smith took a 
deep breath and reminded herself of her counselor’s advice. She would have to make 
many choices that day and the day after, but for many of them, she would have the 
option to change her mind.

Looking at Smith today, with her calm demeanor and relaxed smile, you would never 
know how nervous she had once been. “We go through life constantly juggling 
decisions,” Smith shares. “Often, it feels like one choice has the power to change our 
whole lives, but we forget that that power doesn’t lie in one decision; it lies with us. 
You can always say, ‘I think I want something different,’ and then make new choices.” 

TIP: 
End with a powerful quote 
from the interview.
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