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In 1999, three 14-year-old males in Arkansas were arrested for the murder of a store clerk during 
a botched robbery. One of the boys, Kuntrell Jackson, who was not the shooter, was charged 
as an adult. In Jackson v. Hobbs, Jackson was convicted of capital murder and robbery and, 
under Arkansas law, sentenced to a mandatory term of life in prison without parole. In 2003, 
in a separate but similar case, 14-year-old Evan Miller was arrested for his involvement in the 
brutal murder of a man and arson in Alabama. The following year, Miller was transferred from 
the juvenile court to the circuit court to be tried as an adult for capital murder during the 
course of arson. In October 2006, Miller was found guilty and sentenced to a mandatory term 
of life in prison without parole. Miller v. Alabama and Jackson v. Hobbs were both appealed to 
their respective state supreme courts, arguing that life sentences without parole for juveniles 
violated the Eighth Amendment, but neither court ruled in their favor. In 2011, the United States 
Supreme Court agreed to hear both cases as combined companion cases.

DATE DECIDED

In a 5–4 decision, the Supreme Court held that mandatory life sentences without the 
possibility of parole for juvenile homicide offenders violates the Eighth Amendment’s 
protection against cruel and unusual punishment. However, the ruling does not prevent 
states from imposing life sentences without parole for homicides, but the age of a 
defendant must be considered in sentencing.

The court ruled that a mandatory sentencing of life in prison without parole for juvenile homicide 
offenders violates the Eighth Amendment’s protection against cruel and unusual punishment. 

IMPACT OF THE DECISION

MILLER V .  A L A B A M A

CASE:

Do you think that it should be considered “cruel and unusual” to sentence a 14-year-old who is convicted  
of murder to life in prison without the possibility of parole?

If a juvenile and an adult commit similar crimes, should they be given the same punishment?
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