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Meeting the instructional needs of every student requires access to a wide variety of resources 
and materials. JillE Literacy® provides materials that are easily used in combination with other 
books and programs to create a text-rich balanced literacy curriculum. 

For classrooms with a balanced literacy program already in place, such as HMH Into Reading™, 
JillE Literacy provides highly effective supplemental texts. Using the JillE Literacy materials early 
in the year facilitates effective scaffolding and solidifies the HMH Into Reading instructional 
approaches and routines that will be used throughout the year. 

For schools without a balanced literacy program, JillE Literacy familiarizes teachers with the 
kinds of texts that work best for each instructional approach, as well as the teaching strategies 
and routines that make the most of the them. This professional learning, gained simply through 
teaching with JillE Literacy, can help teachers select and use additional texts as needed to 
round out their balanced literacy approach.

Blending with 
 other programs
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Program author Jill Eggleton, QSO, is a leading balanced literacy expert, international consultant, 

teacher, and author of over 1,000 children’s books, poems, and teacher resources. Jill Eggleton, or 

“JillE,” is known around the world for inspiring educators to embrace balanced literacy methods.

“We need more engaged readers. Therefore, we 
need resources that engage them—resources that 
spark emotion, imagination, critical thinking, 
curiosity, and creativity. Engaging readers through 
such resources is my passion.”

—Jill Eggleton

Create a text-rich 
 balanced literacy curriculum
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TOOLS
More time and rich texts are a good 
start, but teachers also need the right 
instructional tools for the job.

With more than 30 years of teaching 
experience, Jill Eggleton understands 
how demanding it is to provide “just-
right” balanced literacy instruction to 
a classroom of students with different 
reading levels and instructional needs. 
That’s why every text in the JillE Literacy 
series comes with an easy-to-follow 
instructional plan for teaching and 
reinforcing essential skills in context, as 
well as teaching prompts and guiding 
questions right on the page for supporting:

• Phonemic awareness, phonics,  
and decoding

• Comprehension skills and strategies

• Oral language and vocabulary

• English language acquisition

• Reading fluency

• Higher-order thinking skills

• Writing forms and purposes

• Social-emotional learning 
 

Hairy Spider Stew by Jill Eggleton

DAY 1: Comprehension

Introduce the title of the poem, Hairy Spider Stew.
Say to the students:

Look at the illustration.
Do you think this poem will be based on something real or imaginative? 
What makes you think that?

Read the poem to the students.
Use the punctuation and the other visual clues (illustrative text)  
to read the poem with the correct expression and emphasis.

Ask students:
Do you agree with the writer of this poem? Why do you think that?
Is there anything in this list of ‘things to eat’ you wouldn’t mind trying? 
If so, what and why?
In your opinion, which of these things would be the worst to eat? Why?
Why do you think the writer of this poem thinks hairy spider stew would  
be the worst thing to eat?

If you were a radio or television interviewer, what questions would you 
ask a chef who has food like this on the menu? Work with a partner —  
one of you can be the interviewer and the other, the chef.

DAY 2: Vocabulary

Read the poem out loud together.
Discuss the verbs munch, swallow, chomp, slurp and what they mean.

Ask the students:
What other verbs could have been used instead?

DAY 3: Reading with Fluency

Discuss the punctuation and illustrative text in the poem and how these 
provide clues as to how the poem should be read. Note: This poem has 
little punctuation intentionally and needs to be read with pace.

Read the poem out loud together, focusing on the punctuation clues  
and illustrative text to read with pace and expression.

DAY 4: Reinforcing Phonics and Spelling

Read the poem out loud together. 
Write the words stew and goo on the board.
Underline the spelling patterns for the /oo/ sound. 
Ask students: How else could the /oo/ sound be written? (ue, ui, u, ou, ough)
Make a list of words that have the /oo/ sound written with these different 
spelling patterns.

DAY 5: Creating/Performing

Read the poem out loud together. 
Ask students to think of ways to perform the poem using voice, 
movement, and/or sound. For example, students could:

 · Divide into two groups and say the poem as a round. 
 · Clap and move to the beat.
 · Make a tune for the poem or say it as a rap.

Give each student a copy of the poem from the printable blackline 
master to add to their own poetry anthology book. Students may 
respond to the poem visually and, if appropriate, with some form of 
creative written response.

Suggestion:
Encourage students to make up their own poem by innovating on the 
pattern and words in Hairy Spider Stew. They can also add their own 
illustration. 

JillE Literacy — Poetry Cards
Developed by Jill Eggleton 
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Grade 3
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PREVIEW
What  
characters can you 
see here? Where does 
this story take place 
(setting)?
What is different about 
one of these chicks?

VIEW
Read the  
pages.
What is different about 
one of the chicks? Read 
the words that tell you.

REVIEW
Make a  
circle with your finger 
around the words 
feathers and chicks. 
What part of these 
words tells you there is 
more than one (plural)? 
(s ending)
Write the word chicks.
What sound does chicks  
start with? (/ch/) 
Underline the /ch/ 
sound. 
What other words  
start with /ch/? Write 
them and underline the 
/ch/ sound. (cheese, 
chin, etc.)

One chick had some 
green feathers.

He didn’t look like 
the other chicks  
at all.
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TIME  
If there is anything that teachers need more 
of, it’s time. While JillE Literacy can’t promise 
to add more hours in the day, it can increase 
valuable instructional time by significantly 
reducing the planning and preparation time 
needed to create effective and differentiated 
balanced literacy lessons.

TEXTS
Engaging students in meaningful balanced 
literacy experiences requires texts that 
inspire curiosity and delight.

The texts in JillE Literacy feature:

• Explicit support for decoding  
and comprehension

• Compelling language, visuals,  
and humor

• Multiple text forms and genres

• Partner and small-group discussions

• Response and genre writing

• Authentic opportunities for  
social-emotional learning 
 

Professional development on every page!

 
Poetry Card 
(22 x 16)

With all the instructional tools embedded in 
the JillE Literacy materials, it’s like having a 
master teacher and literacy coach beside you 
every step of the way. New and experienced 
teachers alike will benefit from JillE’s ideas for 
improving their teaching practice.

Take & Teach Book 
(6 x 9)

Providing the time, texts, and tools 
 you need to transform balanced   
  literacy instruction
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JillE Read Aloud Books, Poetry Cards, and Shared Books feature 
rhythmical, musical language and engaging stories that help teachers 
model and share the joy of reading. 
 

 
 
JillE Leveled Books are specially designed to engage young readers with 
thought-provoking fiction and informational texts while systematically 
building their decoding, comprehension, and critical thinking skills.

Wet Elephant
“I can’t hide,”
said the elephant.

“Poor, poor me.
I can’t hide 
from the rain
under a tree.
I can’t hide
in a hole
Iike a rabbit 
or mole,
or under a leaf
like a bird 
or a bee.”

“I can’t hide,
I can’t hide,
so I just have 
to stay,
all                 wet
till the rain 
goes away.”

dripping

Text © Jill Eggleton

Wet Elephant.indd   1 2/10/18   1:23 PM

Written by Jill Eggleton

Illustrated by Richard Hoit

Big Bubba Hippo lives in the Ringting River with Big Papa Hippo and  
Big Mama Hippo. One day, when Big Bubba doesn’t listen to his 
mama and his papa, he gets into big trouble!

1749766

Read Aloud | Grade K

hmhco.com

Big Bubba_cover HMH.indd   1 24/09/18   10:40 AM

Written by Janine Scott
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Informational Text/ 
Explanation 
Level N • 626 Words
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“Discussion and curiosity—that’s the  
 real learning that lights the fire.”

—Jill Eggleton

Authentic 
social-emotional 
learning in every 

fiction title!
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JillE Literacy Grade-Level Kits for Grades K–3
EACH GRADE-LEVEL KIT INCLUDES:

Written by Jill Eggleton

What Next?
Informational Text 
Level B • 36 Words

1749289

Written by Jill Eggleton
Illustrated by Raymond McGrath

Maybe So
Yes, No, or
Maybe SoOpinion Text/ 

Persuasive Argument 
Level L • 624 Words

1749463

Shark saw Spotty Fish. 
He was very hungry.
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Shark went after 
Spotty Fish.

I will get 
this fish.

7

50 Leveled Books (student versions in 6-packs)

JillE Literacy Guided Reading Levels

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T

K
1
2
3

50 Take & Teach Lessons 
(instructional plan and response 
activities for every leveled book)

Shark saw Spotty Fish. 
He was very hungry.

6

Shark went after 
Spotty Fish.

PREVIEW
There is a 
new character in the 
story now. Who is it?
What do you think Shark 
is going to do? Why do 
you think that? How do 
you know he is thinking 
something? What do 
you think he could be 
thinking?

REVIEW
Find the words  
on these pages that 
end with the long /e/ 
sound.
Write each word and 
circle the long /e/ 
sound. (he, Spotty, 
very, hungry)
Clap the syllables in 
these words. How is the 
long /e/ written in  
the two-syllable  
words? (y)

VIEW
Which words  
tell you the names of the 
characters? How do you 
know?
Read the sentences and 
the thought bubble.
How hungry was Shark? 
Find the word that tells 
you. How should you 
read this word? Why? 
Read the sentence again. 
Why has the author used 
the word very?
Put your finger on the 
word after. What does it 
mean in this sentence?

I will get 
this fish.
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50 Take & Teach Books  
(teacher versions with built-in teaching panels)

GENRE   Realistic Fiction TEXT FORM   Narrative

WHY THIS TEXT?

In this book, two scientists working in the desert overcome their fear and react 

safely when facing danger from a dangerous animal. The teaching panels provide 

opportunities for supporting comprehension strategies, word analysis, fluency, and  

the structure and features of a narrative.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING   Self -Management: Regulating Emotions and Impulses
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Adventure in the Desert

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

Take & Teach Lesson Notes

❍  Teacher-Guided Reading .............................. 2

•	 Preview/View

•	 Review

•	 Writing Review

•	 Partner Talk & Going Solo

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 4

Online Printables  

Going Solo Organizer

Add Some More

Oh, That’s What It Means

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL   K          OVERALL RATING   Moderately Complex

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS      LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

•	 Two scientists working in  

the desert need to be 

constantly aware of dangers  

in the environment.

•	 If they get in danger, they have 

procedures they must follow 

calmly to stay safe.

•	 When he is actually faced with 

danger, Jack must remain calm 

and put into practice their 

agreed signals to alert Ally  

to danger.

Key Vocabulary

scientists

adventures

sandstorm

swirling

stinging

blast

prey

outrun

thump

padding

echoed

intruders

Idiomatic Expressions

keep an eye on 

back away

hold one’s breath

Open the book and show 

students the full cover. Explain 

that the two characters, Jack 

and Ally, are scientists working 

in the desert. Talk about the 

similarities and differences 

between where students live 

and the desert. Ask students 

what scientists might do in  

the desert.

Take & Teach Book

Adventure in the Desert

1
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Teacher’s Handbook and Online Resources  
 are included with each classroom kit.

6 Shared Books 
(large-format books designed specifically for shared reading)

“That’s not your 
mother!” buzzed  
the bees.

“Not your mother! 
Not your mother!” 
squawked the birds  
in the trees.

DAY 4

Select a focus:
•	Make	a	circle	with	a	pointer	

around the words Emu Chick. 
Ask the students: 
Why do these words begin with 
capital letters?

•	Make	a	circle	around	the	
digraph ch in chirped. 
Ask the students: 
What sound does this digraph 
make? 
What other words do you know 
that start with this digraph?

•	Make	a	circle	around	the	word	
ending	(suffix)	ed in chirped. 
Ask the students: 
What is the word ending? 
What is the base word? 
What is the whole word?

 Repeat this activity with 
buzzed and squawked.
•	Write	snake on the board. 

Change sn to sh. 
Ask the students: 
What word have I written now?

 Repeat with t, w, b, m, qu.
•	Say	the	phonemes	in	the	 

word tree: /t/ /r/ /ee/. 
Ask the students: 
What sounds do you hear?

 Write the sounds on the board. 
Ask the students to say them. 
Repeat this activity with not 
and saw.
•	Circle	the	rhyming	words	

bees/trees and mother/
another. Ask the students: 
What other words rhyme with 
these words?

•	Ask	the	students:	 
Which words are plural?  
(bees, birds, trees)
•	Circle	the	contractions	here’s 

and that’s. Ask the students: 
What two words does each 
contraction stand for? Why 
does each contraction have  
an apostrophe?
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20 Poetry Cards 
(large-format cards with instruction on the back) 
 
 

Truggle Tree Monsters
Truggle tree monsters 
hang by their knees,
way up high in
red truggle trees.
Hanging in bunches,
hanging in rows,
giggling and wiggling
their monstrous toes.
Hooting and howling
and smacking their lips,
and crunching on bugs 
and truggle tree chips.

Text © Jill Eggleton

TruggleMonsters.indd   1 2/10/18   1:25 PM

Written by Jill Eggleton

Illustrated by Richard Hoit

Big Bubba Hippo lives in the Ringting River with Big Papa Hippo and  
Big Mama Hippo. One day, when Big Bubba doesn’t listen to his 
mama and his papa, he gets into big trouble!

1749766

Read Aloud | Grade K

hmhco.com

Big Bubba_cover HMH.indd   1 24/09/18   10:40 AM

Brachio

Written by Jill Eggleton

Illustrated by Richard Hoit1749762

Read Aloud | Grade K

hmhco.com

When the moon was hanging in the sky like a giant yellow 

ball, the night was right for the dinosaur boogie.

Dinosaur tails went flick, flick, slap! 

Dinosaur teeth went snip, snip, snap! 

Dinosaur legs went jump, jump, thump! 

Dinosaur bodies went wiggle, wiggle, 

bump! Wiggle, wiggle, bump! 

Wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, bump!

Brachio_HMH cover.indd   1 24/09/18   10:41 AM

Squitty Fish

Written by Jill Eggleton

Illustrated by Trish Donald
1749775

Read Aloud | Grade 1

hmhco.com

Squitty Fish lived deep down under the sea, where it 
is dark as night and scary creatures drift about. The 
scariest creature of all was the ugly orange octopus.  
Can Squitty Fish stay out of his way?

Squitty Fish_cover HMH.indd   1 24/09/18   10:42 AM

12 Read 
Aloud Books   
(included with K–1 kits only) 
 

Emu Chick saw Snake  
and he chirped, 
“Here's another mother!”

12
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To learn more about Rigby® JillE Literacy, please visit  

hmhco.com/JillE

Transform Balanced 

  Literacy Instruction


