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Great Summer Reads with Carol Jago: Into Space! 
 
Experience the historic moment that made space travel a reality. 

 

 

Have you ever read a story set in space like Ender’s Game and thought, “That could never happen. But 
it would be pretty amazing if it did!”? That’s how Americans felt in September 1962 when President John 
F. Kennedy declared that the United States would send an astronaut to the moon. Speaking in Houston, 
Texas, the president promised that an American citizen would walk on the moon before the end of the 
decade.  

 

Listeners were amazed by the president’s claim. It had been only five years earlier that the first satellite 
had rocketed into space, and no person had ever even attempted to make the trip. While people had 
dreamed of visiting the moon for centuries—and had written fantastic stories about doing so—few 
people really thought it would happen. 

 

Why was the president so determined to land people on the moon? It was partly due to competition 
between the United States and the Soviet Union to prove which had better scientists. But as Kennedy 
explained in his speech, it was also partly for the challenge: “We choose to go to the moon. We choose 
to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they 
are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, 
because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one 
which we intend to win, and the others, too.” 

 

Kennedy was right. The task was incredibly difficult. But American scientists, engineers, and others 
pulled together to accomplish it. On July 16, 1969, a rocket carrying three astronauts took off from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida. Nearly half a million people crowded fields around the site, hoping to see the historic 
event.  

 

Four days later on July 20, an excited nation sat glued to its televisions. Americans watched as U.S. 
astronaut Neil Armstrong climbed down the ladder of his lunar module and stepped onto the surface 
of the moon.  

 

Today, you can watch the footage of the moon landing and imagine the excitement that people felt 
seeing that moment live. What kind of similar events do you think you might witness in your lifetime? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9HdPi9Ikhk

