
LESSON

Plan

Searching for Sunrise02

Options for ELA Instruction  ELA

Choose one of the following anchor chart options and project it or print 
copies. Then display and introduce the chart before reading the text.

Retell Use the Retell Anchor Chart to help gauge 
students’ understanding of the concepts in the story. 
Pair students and have them take turns retelling the 
story, focusing on the problem the main character 
addresses (why it gets light later each morning) and 
the resolution of that problem (learning about the 
effects on Earth of bodies in the solar system).

Synthesize Have students take what they already 
know about patterns in the sky and add it to what 
they learn in the story. After reading, they can 
synthesize their new understanding by applying it 
to their own daily schedule and future plans. They 
can use the Synthesize Anchor Chart as a guide.

Research In the story, Rylie does online research to 
learn more about sunrise times throughout the year. 
Have students refer to the Research Anchor Chart as 
a reminder of good sources to use when doing their 
own research.

ANCHORING PHENOMENON / ALTERNATIVE PHENOMENON

The anchoring phenomenon in the Activity Guide is From one day 
to the next, the time the sun sets at a location changes. The main 
example is a photo of the sun appearing to set over mountains. The 
FUNomenal Reader presents a similar phenomenon (From one day to 
the next, the time the sun rises at a location changes), and the example 
is a girl who wonders why the sun appears in a different place in 
the sky each day at 7 a.m. Both present the same science concepts 
and cover the same standards but with different phenomena. Guide 
students to draw connections between the two situations and to 
understand the underlying principle: daily patterns in the sky are 
caused by interactions and relative positions of bodies in the solar 
system.

WHEN TO USE

SCIENCE 30
min

• Anchoring Phenomenon /
Alternative Phenomenon

• Options for ELA Instruction

• Build on Prior Knowledge

• Preview the Phenomenon

• Read to Learn

• Support Sense Making

• Science Stretch

• Check for Comprehension

Option 1 Use before students 
begin the lesson in the Activity 
Guide to provide an engaging 
model to introduce the lesson's 
phenomenon.

Option 2 Use after students 
have completed the Activity 
Guide to reinforce students’ 
understanding of the lesson 
phenomenon by exploring a 
related phenomenon.

ELA  20
min

•  Options for ELA Instruction

• Build on Prior Knowledge

• Read to Learn

Option 3 To use during 
designated ELA Reading time 
for independent reading, 
whole-class instruction, or 
small-group instruction, look 
for this icon:  ELA

FUNomenal READER
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Analyzing and Interpreting Data

DCI
ESS1.B Earth and the Solar System

CCC
Patterns

STANDARDS SUPPORTEDPreview
Build on Prior Knowledge Have students discuss the kinds of 
patterns they see in relation to day and night. For example, they 

know that the sun “comes up” every morning and “goes back down” at 
night. They know that on most nights the moon can be seen, although it 
may appear to vary in size and shape.

Preview the Phenomenon Ask students to study the photos and 
illustrations on pages 2–3 of the story, which show a girl getting ready 
to ride her bike to school at 7 a.m. The two scenes are alike except for 
the clothes she is wearing, the color of the sky behind her, the sun's 
position, and that her bike light is on. Encourage students to record the 
first questions that come into their minds about why the scenes might 
be slightly different. Point out that their questions might change as they 
read through the selection. Have them keep their questions nearby and 
periodically check to see if any can be answered.

ELA
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Preview Students look for unfamiliar words and share them 
with a partner. New terms may include axis, revolve, and 
hemisphere. Have students look up words they aren’t sure  
about and notice how they are used in the context of the story.

Skim Students skim the photos and illustrations. 
Have them turn to a partner and share their predictions 
of what the story will be about.

Read As students read the story, ask them to look for 
connections to one of the following anchor chart skills.
Retell, Synthesize, Research

Support Sense Making
Choose one or more of the following:

Searching for Sunrise (continued)

FUNomenal READERLESSON 2

Be sure students can identify the phenomenon 
presented on the opening pages of the reader: 
Rylie wonders why the sun’s position changes over 
several weeks when she leaves home for school at 
7 a.m. The story follows her efforts to understand 
how Earth’s rotation, revolution around the sun, 
and tilt cause the time of sunrise to change.

In the story, Rylie keeps track of sunrise and sunset 
times in a chart. Have students work in small 
groups to discuss the benefits of using charts and 
graphs to analyze data. Elicit that this is one way 
scientists organize information to help themselves 
and others understand concepts.

Discuss the steps Rylie takes to answer her 
question about why the sun rises later and later 
each day. Write the steps on the board as students 

call them out. The list should include that Rylie 
first asks questions. Then she does research on 
the computer to find answers. She adds the data 
she finds to a chart and makes observations of the 
daytime and nighttime sky. At the science center, 
she watches a planetarium show, looks at models, 
and uses an interactive program.

Challenge students to chart their own observations 
of sunrise or sunset times over several weeks and 
share their findings with the class. Discuss the 
role the sun plays in sustaining life on Earth. Help 
students understand that Earth's rotation and 
revolution around the sun affects the number of 
hours of daylight each day, which, in turn, has an 
impact on temperature, climate, and food chains.

Discover
Read to Learn  ELA

The Read to Learn suggestions inside the book’s front cover encourage 
students to interact with the book multiple times for different purposes.
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Have students research how moons move around a planet 
such as Saturn. Provide books and links to approved 
websites for students to use as they do their research.

Students may discover how Earth's tilt affects 
climate. Students can work in pairs or small groups 
to make a model for demonstrating their findings.

Make a claim about the position of a constellation in the 
evening. Collect data to support your claim. Refer students 
to the online Science and Engineering Handbook for more 
information on using claims, evidence, and reasoning.

Extend
Science Stretch
The Science Stretch suggestions inside the book’s back cover help 
students think about what they read. Students can complete one or more 
as time allows.

Make a plan to find out more about a topic that interests you. As 
needed, guide students in setting short-term goals on how they will 
go about finding answers to their questions.

Check for Comprehension Have students write three things they found 
out in this story, two things they found particularly interesting, and one 
question they still have about sunrise, sunset, and the seasons.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
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