
LESSON

Options for ELA Instruction  ELA

Choose one of the following anchor chart options and project it or print 
copies. Then display and introduce the chart before reading the text. 
Revisit the chart after reading the text and encourage students to discuss 
how the skill connects to the text.

Ask and Answer Questions Use the Ask and 
Answer Questions Anchor Chart to discuss how 
Eleanor and her brother learn about sugaring season 
by asking questions. Help students notice how one 
question and its answer lead to another question.

Following and Giving Instructions Display 
the Following and Giving Instructions Anchor 
Chart as student pairs write out the steps 
involved in tapping a maple tree to get its 
sap. Then partners can take turns reading the 
instructions and acting them out. 

Text Features Have students refer to the 
Text Features Anchor Chart to help them identify 
the various text features in this story. As they 
page through the story, students should notice 
photos, diagrams, and illustrations. Guide them to 
understand that these visual features help explain 
ideas in the text.
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• Options for ELA Instruction
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• Preview the Phenomenon

• Read to Learn

• Support Sense Making

• Science Stretch

• Check for Comprehension

Option 1 Use before students 
begin the lesson in the Activity 
Guide to provide an engaging 
model to introduce the lesson's 
phenomenon.

Option 2 Use after students 
have completed the Activity 
Guide to reinforce students’ 
understanding of the lesson 
phenomenon by exploring a 
related phenomenon.

ELA  20
min  

•  Options for ELA Instruction

• Build on Prior Knowledge

• Read to Learn

Option 3 To use during 
designated ELA Reading time 
for independent reading, 
whole-class instruction, or 
small-group instruction, look 
for this icon:  ELA

ANCHORING PHENOMENON / ALTERNATIVE PHENOMENON

The anchoring phenomenon in the Activity Guide is The apple tree 
has structures that change through the seasons, and the main example 
is a boy picking an apple from a tree. The FUNomenal Reader 
presents a similar phenomenon (Maple trees produce sap, which 
can be made into syrup), and the example is “sugaring season” in a 
maple grove. Both present the same science concepts and cover the 
same standards but with different phenomena. Guide students to 
draw connections between the two situations and to understand 
the underlying principle: plant parts are used for survival, growth, 
reproduction, and behavior.

Sugaring Season
FUNomenal READER
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SEP
Engaging in Argument from 
Evidence

Developing and Using Models

DCI
LS1.A Structure and Function

CCC
Systems and System Models

STANDARDS SUPPORTEDPreview
Build on Prior Knowledge Ask if any students have seen 
“helicopter seeds” twirling to the ground. Invite volunteers to 

share their experiences. Students may know that these seeds come from 
maple trees, but they may not realize they are the fruit of the maple. The 
winged shape is known as a double samara. The papery tissue around the 
seed helps carry it away from the tree as the wind blows.

Preview the Phenomenon Ask students to study the illustration on  
page 6 of the story, which shows a group of people at a maple syrup 
festival. Guide students to notice the setting (a wooded area) and season 
(late winter / early spring). Encourage students to record the first questions 
that come into their minds. Point out that their questions might change as 
they read through the story. Have them keep their questions handy and 
periodically check to see if they can answer any.

ELA
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LESSON 1 FUNomenal READER

Preview Students look for unfamiliar words and share 
them with a partner. New terms may include sap, lobe, notch, 
and spile. Have students look up words they aren’t sure about 
and notice how they are used in the context of the story.

Skim Students skim the illustrations, photos, and 
diagrams. Have them turn to a partner and share their 
predictions of what the story will be about.

Read As students read the story, ask them to look for 
connections to one of the following anchor chart skills. 
Ask and Answer Questions, Following and Giving 
Instructions, Text Features

Support Sense Making
Choose one or more of the following:

Discover
Read to Learn  ELA

The Read to Learn suggestions inside the book’s front cover encourage 
students to interact with the book multiple times for different purposes.

Encourage students to pay attention to plants in 
their homes, at school, or in their neighborhood. 
Ask them to make a list of plants they observe in 
a day or on their commute to school. Challenge 
them to identify the leaves, stems, roots, and other 
plant parts. Invite volunteers to share their findings 
with the class.

Ask students why the maple syrup festival in 
the story takes place in late winter. Discuss how 
daytime and nighttime temperatures affect the 
flow of sap in maple trees. Sap usually starts 
to flow in February and March, when daytime 
temperatures rise above freezing and nighttime 
temperatures fall below freezing. Help students 
understand that as temperatures increase in the 
spring, the sugar content decreases.

Do a demonstration of (or have student groups 
perform) the experiment Eleanor describes in 
the story. Place carnations or stalks of celery in 
containers of water with red dye. Help students see 
how the dye moves from the water through the 
stems to the flowers or leaves. Relate this to sap 
moving through a maple tree.

 Help students understand that the Ojibwe people 
originally lived along the east coast of North 
America, from the Carolinas and into Canada. Have 
interested students do research to learn more 
about Ojibwe culture and traditions and report 
their findings to the class.

Sugaring Season (continued)
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Make a drawing of a fruit tree and identify three different 
structures. Provide gardening books and magazines for 
students to use as resources.

Make a model of a plant structure and explain how 
the structure is related to its function. Sample 
answer: I made a model of a stem, which connects 
the plant’s roots to its leaves.

Write a one-page essay about another plant that is used 
to make a sweetener. Student research may lead to sugar 
beets, agave, birch trees, coconuts, sorghum grasses, and 
other plants.

Extend
Science Stretch
The Science Stretch suggestions inside the book’s back cover help 
students think about what they read. Students can complete one or more 
as time allows.

What are two things you learned from this story? Share your answer 
with a classmate. Remind students to listen respectfully to their 
classmate’s ideas. Sample answer: I learned that maple syrup comes 
from maple trees. I also learned that it takes a lot of sap to make a 
bottle of syrup.

Check for Comprehension Have students refer to the diagrams on  
pages 6 and 7 and make a claim about which part of a maple tree they 
think is most important for plant growth. They should cite three facts as 
evidence to support their claim.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
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