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* HMH's evidence ratings are based on the U.S. Department of Education's non-regulatory guidance for ESSA. Evidence ratings issued by 
clearinghouses and independent research agencies (e.g. Evidence for ESSA) may differ due to varying criteria used to judge evidence. 

NARRATIVE PROFILE 
English 3D® is a rigorous standards-aligned and research-validated English language 
development program that propels English learners beyond early levels of proficiency. 
Designed by Dr. Kate Kinsella, a nationally recognized ELD author, researcher and teacher 
educator, this explicit, interactive curriculum effectively supports students who have stalled in 
their English development as well as recent immigrants beyond beginners making reasonable 
progress.  

EVIDENCE BASE/EFFICACY 

While developing English 3D, HMH® turned to Dr. Kate Kinsella for her guidance on classroom 
principles and practices that are supported by research. As a result of our collaborative 
efforts, we created a pathway that provides struggling students and their teachers with 
explicit and informed literacy and language instruction to help them meet their personal, 
academic, and professional goals. Research studies for English 3D meet the promising 
evidence level as defined by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  To download 
additional research and efficacy reports, please visit: www.hmhco.com/research/library. 

MOTIVATION & ENGAGEMENT 

Long-term English learners need high-interest topics that consider their diverse experiences and language 
backgrounds to reengage them in school and foster class participation. In English 3D, the Issues texts are 
relevant to students’ lives and provide a platform for daily discussions, debate, and writing. The Issues texts act 
as scaffolds that support students to participate in academic discussions, complete academic writing tasks, and 
access grade-level text. The Issues texts use interesting and meaningful content to help reduce the cognitive 
load on students so that they can focus on developing their academic speaking and writing. 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL) 

English 3D provides a safe environment that encourages students to take risks while learning language with the 
goal of accelerating their academic language in order to have the confidence to fully participate in their core 
classes. Daily structured partner and group interactions teach students language for respectful dialogue, such as 
facilitating discussions, stating perspectives, listening actively, politely agreeing and disagreeing, collaborating 
with others, and offering feedback. 
 
Students explore high-interest topics and themes relevant to their lives, such as bullying, honesty, belonging, 
identify, and mindset. Debating and reading texts about these meaningful issues give students a forum for 
contemplating and making sense of their life experiences. The Independent Reading Library explores literary 
themes such as friendship, individuality, working together, valuing one’s heritage, and overcoming adversity. 
Curated to provide “windows and mirrors,” the texts reflect students’ own diverse backgrounds while providing 
views into other cultures and experiences. 
 
To learn more about the science of social emotional learning at HMH, please visit: 
www.hmhco.com/research/social-and-emotional-learning-research-foundations 

http://www.hmhco.com/research/library
http://www.hmhco.com/research/social-and-emotional-learning-research-foundations
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INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS 

The components of English 3D are designed to engage all students, particularly students whose struggles with 
academic English have resulted in disengaged learning behaviors, with materials that develop academic 
vocabulary and language, speaking and listening, and writing skills. Students will access issue-based 
informational and literary texts and have the opportunity to respond to high-interest, relevant issues with 
academic discussions and writing tasks. The Issues book features informational texts with domain-specific and 
critical academic vocabulary, content connections, as well as an Academic Glossary, Language Handbook, and 
Writing Handbook. 

READING 

English 3D lessons are organized around units of instruction, called Issues, which focus on specific real-
world topics. The Issues book presents authentic informational and literary text sets that gradually 
increase in text complexity and Lexile® range: Course A (Grades 4–5): 740L to 980L; Course B (Grades 6–
8) 830L to 1270L; and Course C (Grades 9–12) 900L to 1450L. 

Text-based questions require students to read closely to synthesize key ideas and details and analyze 
craft and structure. A Data File at the beginning of each reading builds students’ background 
knowledge and vocabulary about the Issue and provides evidence for students to draw from in 
discussions and writing.  
 
These complex literary and informational texts mirror the texts students will encounter in content-area 
classes and Next Generation Assessments. Content connections in the articles help students associate 
the topics to content areas such as science, social studies, health, economics, fine arts, and technology. 
Students actively participate in multiple reads of each text with instructional routines that hold them 
accountable and move them toward reading fluency and independence. As students read, they use 
scaffolds to take notes and respond to text-based questions that require them to read closely and 
identify key ideas and details or analyze author’s craft.  
 
WRITING 

English 3D includes frequent, brief writing tasks as well as extended formal writing assignments. Daily 
writing tasks require short constructed written responses to prepare students for Next Generation 
Assessments. For example, the Ten-Minute Response routine reinforces the anchor skills of academic 
prose and builds students’ writing fluency by giving them regular opportunities to practice making a 
point and supporting it. These writing tasks give students the confidence to tackle more extensive and 
demanding evidence-based writing assignments.  

Extended formal writing assignments focus on academic writing types, including summary, 
opinion/argument, informative, narrative, and research writing. Students first learn the key elements and 
text structure of the academic writing type by analyzing, marking, and discussing a student writing 
model using the same criteria that the teacher will use to score their writing. Then students learn and 
practice using specific language and conventions that writers commonly use for the academic writing 
type. Next students take notes to structure and organize their writing, and they use detailed writing 
frames to write increasingly longer and more complex pieces. After students draft their writing, they 
engage in self- and peer assessment to focus their revisions on key aspects of the writing type. 

Writable® for English 3D combines digitally robust tools to support students as they plan, draft, revise, 
and edit academic writing assignments moving them toward writing independence. Teachers can 
deliver comprehensive, scaffolded writing support designed specifically to support your English learners.  
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Benefits of Writable for English 3D include the ability to: 

• Create and customize your own writing prompts and rubrics 
• Give real-time feedback with anonymous peer review 
• Personalize assignments to meet students’ specific needs 
• Add video or audio instruction to any assignment to guide students in the writing 

process and provide remote feedback to students 

 SPEAKING & LISTENING 

English 3D includes daily opportunities for students to use academic register to contribute to discussions, 
collaborate with peers, and listen accountably. At the beginning of the year, students learn and practice 
the “4Ls for productive partnering” to prepare them for daily speaking and listening tasks with peers. 
During the Academic Discussion routine, students state a perspective, exchange ideas with partners, 
listen attentively to take notes, and present ideas to the class. Each Issue includes an opportunity for 
students to conduct interviews that provide practice using academic language and collecting 
additional evidence for discussions and writing. After every two Issues, students plan, write, and present 
a formal speech that increases in length later in the year. Each speech focuses on a presentation skill, 
such as using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, or clear pronunciation. While classmates 
present their speeches, students listen actively and take notes.  

LANGUAGE 

English 3D includes explicit instruction in language elements, including academic vocabulary, language 
functions, and grammar and conventions. At the beginning of each issue, students learn topic-related 
academic words to help them build conceptual knowledge about the topic as well as access and 
discuss the texts. These “Words to Know” are domain-specific words that students will encounter in 
texts about the topic and find useful when discussing and writing about the topic. Students also learn 
“Words to Go,” which are high-utility academic words that they will encounter frequently in texts and 
across content areas. Additionally, there are “Quick Teach Words” routines to use during reading that 
develop students’ receptive knowledge of unfamiliar vocabulary and their ability to determine word 
meaning through context analysis. 

Throughout English 3D, language functions and response frames with grammatical targets scaffold 
students’ oral and written language and provide a supportive structure to practice new and increasingly 
complex academic language. Frames for language functions provide students with the scaffolds they 
need to effectively lead and contribute to partner, group, and whole-class discussions. The frames get 
more sophisticated throughout each Issue and as students advance through the program. Response 
frames are syntactic scaffolds that are written in academic register. The frames clarify the linguistic 
features of a robust response and expose students to the vocabulary, sentence structures, and 
grammatical forms of academic English. Clearly-specified grammatical targets provide explicit 
guidance on what is needed to accurately complete each frame.  

English 3D frontloads conventions and language skills that students need to successfully complete 
academic writing assignments. Students practice precise language skills for writing, such as using verbs 
to express opinions or using precise adjectives to describe details, reasons, and evidence. Instruction 
and practice with a variety of sentence structures support students with learning to connect and 
condense ideas, and authentic practice tasks mirror the writing that the formal assignment requires. 
Grammar and conventions lessons teach students specific skills to effectively write formal summaries, 
opinions and arguments, informative texts, and narratives. Frontloaded skills include crediting and citing 
authors, using a variety of verb tenses and sentence structures, and using modal expressions. 
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Language Launch consists of three new Issues focused on students as multilingual learners and the 
cultural diversity they bring to their classrooms. Language Launch provides preparation for English 3D, 
focused on the specific needs of language learners. 

• Relevant topics and texts activate prior knowledge, connect to content areas, and focus 
on building a community of language learners. 

• Picture observations, academic discussions, and scaffolded scenarios help students 
practice speaking using grammar targets, language functions, and presentation skills. 

• Tasks with audio help students build listening skills and practice how to derive meaning 
from extended conversations and presentations. 

• Sentence fix-up tasks, brief constructed responses, and paragraph writing with 
scaffolded writing frames build sentence construction and academic writing skills. 

• A consistent set of language and literacy instructional routines enables teachers to 
maximize lesson time and students to feel engaged and successful. 

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN  

English 3D helps educators address the acute and distinct needs of academic language learners. The Planning 
Guide offers teachers an overview of both the lesson and academic language objectives that foster students’ 
development of vocabulary as well as their writing, speaking, and listening skills. Using recursive instructional 
routines, a clear scope and sequence supports instruction as students move to more advanced proficiency of 
language development. The program is designed to be used daily for forty-five to sixty minutes during a 
Strategic English support class, Advanced ELL/ELD class, English Language Arts class, or an elective period. 
 
English 3D includes step-by-step procedures and implementation support for teaching and using recursive 
instructional routines. Three Essential Routines, embedded into each English 3D lesson, structure overall student 
interaction, guidelines for using response frames effectively, and support for setting up and monitoring lesson 
tasks. Teachers and students will use these routines every day: 

• Partner & Group Interactions—English 3D provides numerous and varied peer interactions to 
maximize time on task, ensure accurate verbal responses, and encourage attentive listening. 
These tasks include clear expectations, embedded language targets, and accountability for 
participation.  

• Using Response Frames—A response frame is a structured, topic-related response scaffold 
that provides opportunities for students to apply carefully targeted language forms. Response 
frames provide a supportive structure for students to practice new and increasingly complex 
language tasks. 

• Setting Up & Monitoring a Task—Teachers model expectations, check for understanding, and 
monitor students’ interactions and written work. 

The Instructional Routines structure specific lessons within English 3D and support academic vocabulary 
development, speaking and listening, and writing. The Teaching Guide provides detailed support for each lesson, 
including reminders of the steps in the routines, the response frames to use, and the key points for partnering, 
monitoring, and reporting to the class. 

ASSESSMENT & PROGRESS MONITORING 

Both assessment for learning (formative assessment) and assessment of learning (summative assessment) are 
essential for helping English learners reach proficiency in academic English. English 3D offers carefully curated 
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assessment types to place students, assess learning, inform instruction, and assign grades accurately and 
effectively. 

• Screening and Placement—HMH Reading Inventory® provides an objective measure of 
student’s reading comprehension skills on the Lexile® Framework. Schools can use these results 
as one measure for placement. Additional measures for placement are available in the 
program, such as the Individual Language Inventory in Courses A and B and the Academic 
Language Assessments in Course C. 

• Daily Formative Assessments—The Daily Do Now is a brief formative assessment task that 
students complete to review and assess topic-related and high-utility academic vocabulary. 
Based on students’ responses, a teacher can review, reteach, or reinforce a particular word or 
grammar target. 

• Curriculum-Embedded Assessments—Issue Tests assess academic vocabulary, reading, 
language and conventions, and writing skills at the end of each Issue, and data reports allow 
teachers and leaders to monitor progress. 

• Performance-Based Assessments in Writing—Every Issue includes instruction for extended 
writing assignments. Students complete a formal writing assignment and use a rubric with 
specific criteria to score their writing assignments, offer peer feedback, and guide revision. 
Teachers use rubrics to score students writing, provide specific feedback, and inform grades.  

• Performance-Based Assessments in Speech—After every two Issues, students plan, write, and 
present a speech. Students use a rubric to self-assess their species and set priorities for 
improvement. Teachers use speech rubrics to score students’ speeches, offer specific feedback, 
and inform grades.  

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION 

English 3D supports differentiated instruction using a range of appropriate, targeted strategies to accelerate 
students’ academic language acquisition. The Teaching Guide lessons present a main path of instruction that 
includes extensive scaffolding appropriate for all students in a class to become proficient in spoken and written 
academic English.  
 
Additionally, every English 3D lesson includes four opportunities to provide Differentiated Support at point-of-
use; two strategies targeted toward students at the Expanding/Intermediate level of English language 
proficiency and two strategies targeted toward students at the Bridging/Advanced level. Strategies include 
language modeling for teachers to draw from when providing additional targeted scaffolding. Teachers can 
select one or two strategies per lesson to further scaffold instruction and accelerate academic English 
acquisition.  
 
Educators can also access additional printable resources on HMH Teacher Central™ to differentiate instruction, 
provide further practice, or supplement the core or content-area curricula.  

• Academic Writing—Resources include planning pages, writing frames, scoring guides for self- 
and peer-assessment, and a check and edit list for proofreading. 

• Grammar & Conventions—Mini-lesson practice pages for writing, grammar, and conventions 
skills provide additional support for teachers to teach or reteach skills based on common errors 
in students’ writing. 

• Building Concepts & Language—Graphic organizers help students build knowledge and 
support the use of instructional routines in the core curriculum and across content areas. 
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• Issue Interviews—Students conduct interviews on the Issue topic to practice using academic 
language and to collect additional evidence for discussions and writing. 

• Extended Reading Texts—Additional texts for each Issue allow students to further build their 
topic-related knowledge and language. 

SCHOOL-TO-HOME CONNECTION 

English 3D provides resources on HMH Teacher Central to promote student success by keeping families and 
caregivers informed about the class and their child’s progress. At the beginning of the year, teachers can send 
home the Welcome Letter to introduce families to English 3D. The Midyear and End-of-Year Family Letters inform 
families and caregivers of their child’s assessment results and provide suggestions for supporting their language 
development at home. All Family Letters are available in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Cantonese, Mandarin, and 
Filipino.  
 
Teachers may want to post the Family Welcome Sign at back-to-school night, and display the Issues Book and 
Language & Writing Portfolio during the school Open House for families to peruse.  Teachers can also send home 
the Academic Vocabulary List for the current Issue for family members or caregivers to practice with students. 
The Family Communication Log allows teachers to track communication with family members or caregivers over 
the course of the school year, including the reason and outcomes for each interaction. 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  

Together with the experts from Literacy Solutions™ and Math Solutions®, HMH Professional Services helps schools 
and districts achieve measurable gains with a flexible approach to professional learning centered on student 
outcomes.  To ensure effective program implementation and student growth, consultants collaborate with 
leadership to co-develop a plan for improvement, goals for teacher and student learning, and metrics to monitor 
progress. Ongoing professional development helps the district build and maintain a community of learners 
working together to improve instruction. 

HMH Professional Services works with the school or district to personalize professional learning through a blended 
approach, including online and on-demand courses, coaching, embedded program resources, and other 
opportunities for teachers to shape their own learning. Teachers benefit from a flexible experience that is 
ongoing and focused on goals addressing their unique needs. 

GETTING STARTED 

Foundational Getting Started courses help educators learn how to use their HMH programs in the 
context of lesson planning and classroom instruction. These interactive sessions allow participants 
to experience lessons from both the teacher and student perspectives, plus get hands-on practice 
accessing and integrating the digital resources into their instruction. Each Getting Started course 
comes with a comprehensive Professional Learning Guide for extra support. Additionally, teachers 
benefit from on-demand professional resources embedded within the program at point of use. 

FOLLOW-UP & INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES 

Follow-Up sessions build upon the foundational knowledge of Getting Started to help teachers take 
full advantage of their HMH program’s components, assessments, differentiation, and digital tools in 
meeting the needs of their students. Topics are classroom-focused, hands-on, and offer 
opportunities to apply understanding. Follow-Up sessions are modular and flexible, with topics and 
lengths designed to meet the needs of different groups of teachers within the same district and 
even within the same school. 

Beyond program implementation, practice-based courses bring best practices and innovative 
approaches to equip educators with the most effective, research-based instructional strategies. 
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Topics range from mastering foundations and addressing content standards to honing best 
practices and planning effective remote instruction. Beginning with an instructional needs 
assessment and strategic plan, HMH teams work to personalize the professional learning experience 
to raise student achievement and transform school-wide performance. 

COACHING & COLLABORATION 

Job-embedded instructional coaching provides a sustainable, data-driven, and personalized 
approach to helping each teacher meet their individual learning goals. HMH’s research-based 
coaching model is student-focused and proven to help teachers improve their practice and raise 
student achievement. Coaching can include: 

• Model lessons to illustrate instructional techniques 
• Support for implementing effective teaching practices 
• Differentiation strategies to meet the needs of all students 
• Focus on developing and deepening content knowledge 
• Analysis of student work samples to assess learning and determine instructional next steps 
• Facilitation of professional learning communities, cadres, and collaborative planning 

To make coaching even more accessible, the HMH Coaching Studio provides a platform for teachers and 
coaches to stay connected, share resources, upload and reflect on classroom videos, and make continuing 
progress on learning goals. Through the HMH Coaching Studio, teachers have access to goal tracking, model 
lessons, collaboration spaces, video-powered coaching, and more. Teacher’s Corner, an online hub of 
professional learning and teaching support resources, provides opportunities for collaboration where educators 
can also participate in learning events, webinars, social media, and more to share ideas and learn together.  

To learn more about how effective practices, frameworks, and expert opinion from research literature has been 
translated into the program and practices of HMH Professional Services, please visit: 
www.hmhco.com/research/professional-services-research-foundations. 

 PROGRAM COMPONENTS 
English 3D is available as follows: Course A (Grades 4–5), Course B (Grades 6–8), and Course C (Grades 9–12). 
 

Courses A & B  Course C  

Student Materials Student Materials 

Annual Student Technology & Assessment Licenses  Annual Student Technology & Assessment Licenses  
Issues Book, Vol. 1 & 2  (Print & Digital) Issues Book 
Language & Writing Portfolio,  Vol. 1 & 2  Language & Writing Portfolio 
  Teacher Resources Teacher Resources 
Teacher Digital License  
 

Teaching Guide 
HMH Teacher Central™ Professional Learning Videos 
Teaching Guide, Vol. 1 & 2 (Print & Digital) Teacher Space Digital Tools & Resources 

  Classroom Materials Teacher Digital License 

Independent Reading Library   
 

HMH Teacher Central 

    (20 titles, 4 copies each) 
 

Teaching Guide (Print & Digital) 

  Language Launch (Course A, B, C)  

Language Launch Student Book  

Language Launch Teaching Guide  

HMH Teacher Central Resources  

 

http://www.hmhco.com/research/professional-services-research-foundations

