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No matter where they are, Benito and
his friends are always a team. But when
Benito decides to leave their soccer team
for another, he puts the friendship to
the test. Will Benito realize who his true
friends are before it’s too late?
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Act   1

Scene 1

A bus stop near a school
Narrator: Benito, Gina, Tuan, and
Larisa have been friends since they
joined the Cubs soccer team three
years ago. With Gina managing the
team and Benito, Tuan, and Larisa
playing their best in every game, the
four of them are constantly cheering
for each other. They always act as a
team—both on the soccer field and
off—but today one of these friends has
a chance to move on.

5

Gina: Benito should be here by now—
he’s always the first one to get to the
bus stop.
Tuan: Well, I haven’t caught a glimpse
of him yet.
Larisa: We were doing an experiment
in science lab last period when he was
called to the gym for something. We
always go together on the same bus,
but maybe he won’t make it to the bus
stop on time today.
Benito, out of breath: I thought I might
have missed you, but I made it.
Larisa, annoyed: So, why did you have
to leave science class and make me
finish the experiment without you?
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Gina: Let me guess—someone opened
your gym locker and declared it
a natural disaster!
Benito, laughing: No, but do you
remember when the coach from the
Tigers soccer team came to watch our
game last Saturday? He was looking
for a new player because one of his
team members moved away, and he just
asked me to become an official member
of the Tigers!
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Tuan, high-fiving Benito: That’s
awesome, Benito!
Larisa, confused: But how will you play
on our team and the Tigers?
Benito, slowly: I, uh, if I were to join
the Tigers, then I would have to quit
the Cubs.
Narrator: The friends are quiet, all
of them looking at the ground as they
realize what is happening: Benito is
leaving their team.
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Gina: But the Tigers are two years older
than we are, and they play really hard.
Tuan: If you join the Tigers, won’t you
be the youngest player on the team?
Benito, shrugging: Yeah, I guess I will
be the youngest player, which is a little
scary, if you think about it. . . .
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Larisa: It’s not as though you aren’t
talented enough, Benito, but I never
thought one of us would leave our team
for another one.
Benito: A part of me wants to join the
Tigers, but another part wants to stay
and play with you.
Tuan, trying to sound enthusiastic:
Come on, everyone, it’s not like we
won’t see Benito anymore! We’ll be
practicing at the same field, and we’ll
still watch each other’s games, right?
Gina: That’s true, but don’t forget that
we helped you get where you are today,
Mr. Soccer Star!
Benito, laughing: You know I could
never forget you!
Narrator: The friends start to smile at
Benito, and soon Gina and Larisa are
laughing and congratulating him, while
Tuan looks away sadly.
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Scene 2
At practice

Narrator: Today is the last practice of
the week, and Gina, Larisa, and Tuan
are watching Benito play in a practice
game with his new teammates. Their
enthusiasm for their friend’s move up in
the league is evident as Coach Demos,
the Cubs’ soccer coach, joins them on
the sidelines.
Coach Demos: How’s the Tigers’
practice going with their newest player?
Gina: They practice fifteen minutes
longer than our team, Coach, and they
seem much more competitive.
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Coach Demos: Well, we should all try
hard, play as well as we can, and—
most of all—enjoy the game.
Tuan: I knew Benito was a strong
player, but I never noticed how fast he
could run!
Narrator: They all cheer as Benito
races down the field, for he is preparing
to score a goal. After celebrating with
his new team, Benito runs to the
sidelines with two other players from
the Tigers.
Benito, trying to catch his breath: How
did I do just now, Coach?
Gina, excitedly: You were great, Benito!
Benito, ignoring Gina: Coach, what did
you think?
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Coach Demos, laughing: You did fine,
but as you can tell from practices, you’ll
have to work hard to keep up with
these two boys.
Benito: Hey, Omar and Marcos, these
are my old teammates.

13

Tuan: You guys play hard—we’ve
been watching your practices after our
practices end.
Omar, confidently: You should keep
watching—you’ll learn something.
Benito: Oh, Tuan took over my old
position, and he’s a great kicker.
Marcos: I’m sure he is a good kicker—
for the kids’ team.
Narrator: Omar and Marcos walk
away, and Benito turns to his friends,
who look upset, especially Tuan.
Benito: Once you get to know Omar and
Marcos they’re really great, and they’ve
helped me improve my playing a lot.
Larisa, uncertainly: Well, if you like
them, then they must be all right. . . .
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Scene 3

At a Cubs soccer game
Narrator: Tuan and Larisa are
running up and down the field, trying
to score a goal that will tie the game.
Gina watches excitedly from the
sidelines, cheering them on with every
step they take. Larisa passes the ball
to Tuan, and Tuan swings his leg
back to kick the ball into the net, but,
unfortunately, he misses. Benito is
standing with Coach Demos, watching
the game with great interest.
Coach Demos: That was a good effort,
everyone, and you held the other team
to only one goal!
Benito: Hey, everybody, you’ll win
next time!
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Larisa: You almost made that last
goal, Tuan, but that goalie was on top
of every shot!
Benito: Next time you should try
setting up the shot sooner. That’s what
Omar and Marcos taught me to do, and
I haven’t missed a goal yet!
Gina: It must be nice to be on a
winning team.
Benito: I didn’t mean anything, Gina,
just that if Tuan and Larisa want to
learn some tricks that would help them
move faster on the field, I can show
them what to do.
Larisa: I don’t even want to know what
I’m doing wrong!
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Benito: It’s not wrong, but you could
work on passing the ball more smoothly
to other players.
Gina: They already have a coach,
Benito, and sometimes it’s good just to
play for fun, remember?
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Benito, confidently: Winning is more
fun, trust me!
Coach Demos: Tuan, Larisa,
and Gina, you can gather up your
equipment and head home. You played
a great game, and you should be proud.
Narrator: Benito’s friends walk away,
whispering to each other.
Coach Demos: We really miss you on
the team, Benito.
Benito: You sure could use my help to
win some games.
Coach Demos: Oh, I’m not worried
about winning! I miss your friendly
attitude more than your playing.
Benito: I feel pretty friendly each time
my new team wins, Coach!
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Coach Demos: I’m sure winning is
a lot of fun, but remember that being
part of a team means more than just
the outcome of the game. It’s about
working together, making relationships
strong, and having a good time playing
a sport that you love.
Benito: But Coach, I am a part of the
Tigers, and I do work together with
my new teammates. We work so well
together that I scored more goals in one
game than I did in an entire season
with the Cubs!
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Coach: Well, don’t forget about your
friends on the Cubs who helped you get
to where you are now.
Benito: I offered to show them how to
play better so they can win, Coach.
Coach: I think they’d appreciate your
support more than your tips, Benito.
Benito, shrugging: If they don’t want
my help, then I won’t offer it anymore.
Will I see you at my next game, Coach?
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Coach Demos: I’ll be there, and I hope
your friends will, too.
Benito: Of course Omar and Marcos
will be there—they’re on the team.
Narrator: Coach Demos watched
Benito walk away, shaking his head, for
Benito had misunderstood who he was
talking about when he had said friends.
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Act 2
Scene 1

A few days later, at Gina’s house
Larisa: Thanks for inviting me over to
watch this game on TV, Gina. Watching
professional soccer players always
motivates me to try harder when I play.
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Gina: I’m sure Benito could still
find something wrong with how the
professionals play. Can you believe how
Benito was acting the other day, telling
us how to improve our game?
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Larisa: I know Benito meant well, but
he really hurt Tuan’s feelings. Tuan’s
playing better and better, and Benito
can only talk about all the mistakes
that Tuan makes.
Gina: Tuan thinks Benito is working
really hard on his new team, but
maybe too hard.
Larisa: Well, Benito’s my science
partner, and he’s so tired from soccer
practice, he’s practically asleep during
our experiments! Benito’s practices
are long and hard, and his games are
even worse because his new teammates
pressure him to score so much.
Gina: I just hope Benito doesn’t do
something he’ll regret just to keep up
with his new teammates.

24

Scene 2

The soccer field
Narrator: There are no soccer practices
scheduled for hours, yet Benito is already
on the field. No one else is practicing,
but Tuan stands on the sidelines,
watching Benito kick a soccer ball into
the net. When Benito notices Tuan, he
stops playing and walks over to him.
Benito: I’m just getting in some extra
practice for the big game this week.
What are you doing here?
Tuan, irritated: We were supposed to
go to the store together to check out
the new soccer shoes that are on sale,
but your mom told me you had come
here instead.
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Benito, pointing to the new shoes on
his feet: Oh, I already went yesterday
with Omar and Marcos and bought a
different pair, which Omar says will
help me run faster.
Tuan: You could have told me before
I went all the way downtown to the
store and waited for you for an hour.
Benito: I’m sorry, Tuan, but we have  to
win our next game or we won’t make it to
the championships. Why don’t you stick
around and help me work on my moves?
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Tuan: But you practiced for almost two
hours yesterday—aren’t you tired?
Benito: I can’t be tired when my
team’s counting on me to help them
win. That reminds me: When you come
to the game tomorrow, could you tell
Gina and Larisa not to shout my name
so much? It’s distracting to the other
players, and I already have enough
to worry about on the field. So, how
about helping me practice, since I have
a mountain of work to do before the
big game?
Tuan: Wouldn’t you rather ask Omar
or Marcos to help you practice?
Benito: Tuan, I can’t help it if I’ve
made new friends on my new team.
Tuan, sadly: No, but I didn’t think it
would be so easy for you to forget about
your old ones.
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Narrator: As Tuan leaves the soccer
field, Benito stands there for a few
minutes, thinking about what Tuan has
said before continuing to practice for
his next game.
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Scene 3

The big game
Narrator: Tuan, Larisa, and Gina are
standing in the bleachers, watching
Benito and his teammates play a
difficult game. Gina and Larisa are
very quiet after Tuan tells them that
Benito has requested that they not
cheer so loudly.
Gina: Benito never even looks at us!
Larisa: Do you think he knows we’re
here, even though we aren’t cheering?
Tuan: He’s just concentrating because
he wants to score the winning goal,
and he’ll probably come over here as
soon as the game ends.
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Larisa: It’s not that I’m complaining,
but Tuan, even you can’t deny that
Benito’s been acting differently.
Tuan: Look, he’s about to score!
Narrator: Benito runs down the field,
shifting the ball between his feet. He
kicks the ball toward the goal, but it
curves sharply and spins like a top
away from the net. Benito and his
teammates move to the sidelines for
half-time and Tuan, Larisa, and Gina
join them.
Benito: I almost made that last goal,
didn’t I?
Marcos: If I had been that close to the
goal, I would have tried a riskier play
to make it.
Omar: Yeah, Benito, maybe next time
you’ll remember how important it is to
just make the goal, whatever it takes.
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Tuan: I think you tried your best to
score that goal, Benito!
Benito, glaring at Tuan: You don’t
know what you’re talking about. This
team is going to win, and I’m going to
help them do it.
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Narrator: As Tuan, Larisa, and Gina
return to their seats, Benito joins his
team on the field, the whistle sounds,
and the second half of the game begins.
Benito plays aggressively, and he looks
tired as he runs up and down the field.
Gina: Look, Marcos has the ball, and
he’s passing it to Benito for the goal!
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Narrator: All of the fans in the
bleachers watch anxiously as Benito
works the ball into position, but as
he starts his kick, a defender steals
the ball. Seeing that this is his last
chance, Benito chases him and tries a
dangerous play for the ball.
Tuan: Benito’s not going to give up the
ball, and he’s going for a sliding tackle.
Gina: But that move isn’t allowed!
Larisa: Oh, no, he’s hurt!
Tuan: I can’t believe he took such a
risky chance just for a goal.
Larisa: I want to go see if he’s OK, but
Dr. Cruz is checking him now, and his
teammates probably want to help him.
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Gina: Larisa, I think you’re wrong
about that because Omar and Marcos
are back on the field ready to go, and
they haven’t even resumed play!
Tuan: I guess winning their game is
more important.
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Act 3
Scene 1

The hospital
Narrator: Gina, Larisa, and Tuan are
uneasy as they walk into the hospital
to give Benito a special banner that
they made. It’s been three days since
the accident, and today is the first day
Benito is allowed to have visitors.
Tuan: Benito’s mom told me last night
that he’s doing much better now, but
his leg was seriously hurt.
Larisa: He’s really lucky, although a
fractured leg sounds pretty scary to me.
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Gina: I think just being in a hospital
for anything is serious enough.
Benito: Hey, everyone, come on in!
Larisa: How are you, Benito?
Benito: My leg still really hurts a lot,
but the stitches on my head just itch a
little. Do you want to see them?
Larisa: How can you make jokes like
that when you seriously hurt yourself
for no reason?
Benito: It would have been worth it if
I’d made that goal and won the game
for the team.
Tuan: How can you say that, Benito?
Gina, quietly: You wouldn’t say that if
you had to use crutches every day.
Benito: Dr. Cruz says I’ll be fine, so
tell me what’s in your bag.
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Larisa: I’ll read it for you: “Benito’s
new goal—get better fast!”
Benito: Hey, that’s great, guys! Now
that I can, thankfully, have visitors
come by, things will get much better,
and I’m hoping Omar and Marcos will
come and visit soon.

37
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Tuan: You still want to see them after
they left you alone on the field, hurt?
Benito, shrugging: They were just
trying to win the game for the team,
and they won, didn’t they?
Gina: Yeah, your new friends won the
game, but they didn’t even make sure
you were all right before they started
playing again.
Benito, frowning: You guys would’ve
made new friends, too, if you were me.
Tuan: We would’ve made new friends,
Benito, but we would have kept the old
ones, too.
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Larisa: We’d better get going now or
we’ll be late for practice.
Tuan: We’ve won the last few games
we’ve played since you’ve been in the
hospital getting better.
Benito: My tips must have helped you
play better, Tuan.
Tuan, looking at Gina and Larisa: No
Benito, my friends helped me.
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Scene 2

The soccer field
Narrator: Two weeks have gone by and
the community soccer season is coming
to an end. Gina, Larisa, and Tuan are
sitting in the bleachers watching the
Tigers play, and they notice Benito
standing with his crutches, watching
from the outer sideline.
Tuan, hurt: Benito hasn’t been to a
Cubs game since he got out of the
hospital, but he’s here to watch his new
friends play their game.
Gina: Maybe he heard that we’re
winning our games now, and he won’t
be able to give us more tips on playing.
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Narrator: Omar and Marcos have
jogged over to the sidelines for water,
and Benito moves slowly over to them
on his crutches. The boys talk for a
minute, and Tuan, Larisa, and Gina
see Omar and Marcos shake their
heads as Benito looks sadly at his
leg. Omar and Marcos rejoin their
teammates on the field, and Benito
moves over to sit on a nearby bench.
Larisa: I guess keeping new friends
is hard when you can’t play to win.
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Scene 3

The bus stop
Narrator: Gina, Larisa, and Tuan
pack up their gear before they leave the
field. The three friends are surprised
to see Benito waiting for them at
their old, familiar bus stop, standing
uncomfortably on his crutches.
Gina: Hi Benito, how’s your leg?
Benito: Dr. Cruz told me that the cast
will be on for at least two months, and
then we’ll see what happens.
Tuan: I’m sure you’ll be back playing
with the Tigers next season, and you
won’t be hanging out with us.
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Benito: That’s funny to hear, because
once Omar and Marcos saw my leg in
this cast, they told me if I couldn’t play,
they didn’t need me hanging around.
Tuan: I think we know how you feel.
Benito: Wait a minute, please . . . I
want to tell you something.
Gina: We have a bus to catch.
Benito, sadly: I just wanted to say how
sorry I am for how I treated you. I had
a lot of time to think in the hospital,
and I kept looking at the banner that
you made for me. Do you know that not
one of my new teammates came to visit
me in the hospital? But you did, even
after how badly I treated you, and it
made me think about how much I lost.
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Larisa: Do you mean losing your
chance to play soccer?
Benito: Sure, I lost a soccer season
and a good kicking leg, but the
most important thing I lost was my
friendship with you.
Gina: Things are sure different now.
Tuan: Coach Demos says I’m doing a
great job in your old position.
Larisa: I finished the main part of our
science project, and I had to share the
top grade with you.
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Benito, nodding: I learned that even if
a new opportunity comes up, I shouldn’t
forget about good friends. Coach Demos
tried to tell me that one time, and I
didn’t want to listen to him.
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Narrator: The four friends all look
at each other, and although they feel
sad about some of the changes, they’re
happy that they can still talk to each
other, just like they always used to.
Benito: Do you think we could try to
be friends again?
Larisa: Only if you won’t fall asleep in
science class anymore!
Tuan: And only if you’ll practice with
me so I can score even more goals!
Benito, to Larisa and Tuan: I’ll stay
awake through all the experiments, and
Tuan, I can help you practice once this
cast comes off.
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Narrator: Everyone smiles except for
Gina, who is looking very seriously at
Benito, a frown on her face.
Benito: Gina, I know I messed up, but
can you give me another chance?
Gina: Only if I hear you cheering with
me at the next Cubs’ game!
Benito, laughing: I’ll cheer even louder
than you, I promise!
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