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“Mom, our new neighbors are here!” 
Lily shouted. 

Lily was watching all the activity 
next door from her bedroom window, 
wondering what the new neighbors  
might be like.

2

         



  
  

“Will they be friendly?”  
she wondered. “Are they a family of  
secret spies or will they do science 
experiments in their backyard?”

As usual, Lily was imagining all kinds 
of things! 
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Lily saw a girl about her age carrying 
boxes into the house. Lily ran down the 
stairs, through the kitchen, and toward 
the front door.

“Mom, I’m going next door to meet  
our new neighbors.”

“Please tell them that I’ll visit them 
soon,” Lily’s mom answered.

“I will, Mom,” Lily said, as she quickly 
went outside.
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“Hi, I’m Lily, and I live next door.”
“Hello, I’m Mrs. Díaz, and this is  

my daughter, Ana.” 
“Hi, Lily,” said Ana.
As the girls talked, Lily was happy  

to discover that Ana liked a lot of the 
same things that Lily liked: reading 
mysteries, eating kiwi ice cream, and 
learning about bugs. 
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“What’s the world’s heaviest insect?” 
asked Lily.

“It’s the Goliath beetle. Where does it 
live?” asked Ana.

“It lives in West Africa,” said Lily. “Do 
you know what color it is?” 

“It has a dark red body, with black 
and white stripes on its head,” said Ana, 
and they both began to giggle.

“Wow, you know as much about bugs 
as I do!” Lily said.
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The next day Lily was in her backyard 
reading a book about scarabs, which 
are beetles that were considered to be 
powerful by the ancient Egyptians. 

Suddenly Lily noticed a bright red 
beetle near her foot. 

“Wow, I was just reading about other 
beetles like you!” Lily said.

Then Lily heard a voice behind her, 
asking, “What are you reading?”
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Lily looked up and saw Ana. 
“Just as I was reading about beetles, 

this beetle appeared!” Lily said.
“Yuck! Get that thing away from me!” 

her neighbor screamed as she ran away.
“I thought you liked bugs!”  

Lily called, but Ana was already gone. 
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Mystery of the Golden Bug
 

The next morning Lily was sitting  
on her front porch, reading a new 
mystery book.

She glanced up to see her neighbor 
planting flowers in her garden. 
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“Good, Ana likes gardening as much  
as I do,” thought Lily, as she waved to 
her friend.

But even though Ana waved back 
to Lily, she just continued with her 
gardening.

“Something’s not right!” Lily thought. 
“I have to figure out this mystery!”
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“Mom!” Lily called out.
“I’m in the kitchen,” her  

mom answered. 
Lily told her mom about the way  

Ana was acting. 
“Lily, it’s just your imagination,”  

said her mom. “I brought some brownies 
to the neighbors today, and Mrs. Díaz 
seems like a lovely person.” 
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“I didn’t meet Ana,” her mom 
continued, “but I did invite the family  
to your birthday barbecue.”

“I don’t think that’s a good idea,”  
Lily said. “Unless we know them very 
well, we shouldn’t invite people to come 
to our house.”

“This will give us a perfect chance  
to get to know the family better,” Lily’s 
mom replied.
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Lily couldn’t stop thinking about her 
mysterious neighbor the whole day.

When Lily looked outside her bedroom 
window, she noticed it was almost dark, 
and she saw many tiny, twinkling lights.

“Fireflies!” she exclaimed.
Lily grabbed her collecting jar, then 

ran outside and started gathering the 
fireflies into the jar. 
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She looked up at the neighbors’ house 
and saw Ana at an upstairs window.

Lily waved her arm, motioning for  
Ana to come outside, but Ana just shook 
her head “no.” Setting the fireflies free, 
Lily turned around and went back inside 
her house, saddened that Ana didn’t want 
to play.
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As soon as she had shut the door,  
Lily heard a knock. It was Ana!

“Let’s collect fireflies, Lily,” said Ana.
“How could Ana have gotten here so 

fast?” Lily thought, as she stared at Ana 
in surprise. 

“Are you sure you like fireflies?”  
she asked Ana.

“That’s a silly question,” replied Ana.
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The girls ran around the yard, laughing 
and collecting fireflies. Because they were 
having such a great time, Lily forgot all 
about the mystery.
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The next morning Lily rushed over  
to her new friend’s house.

“Would you like to help me  
in my garden today?” Lily asked Ana.

“I really don’t like gardening, but we 
could go look for butterflies instead,” 
said Ana.

“Oh no, not again,” thought Lily.  
“Why does she have to keep changing 
her mind?”
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“I’m sorry, but I promised my mom I’d 
weed the garden,” Lily said, looking at 
her watch.

Lily thought about the mystery 
the whole time she was gardening, 
wondering whether she would ever  
solve it.
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After Lily finished her gardening, she 
went grocery shopping with her mother. 

“Lily, why are you being so quiet?” 
her mother asked.

“I was trying to figure out why Ana 
keeps changing her mind.”

“I’m sure everything will turn out  
just fine,” Lily’s mother said.

20

         



    
 

When they got home, Lily noticed 
several packages of seeds by the  
front door. 

Lily read the note that was attached 
to them. “Here are some of my favorite 
flower seeds for you to plant.” 

“Do you see what I mean, Mom?”  
Lily asked. “I’m going to solve this 
mystery at my party tomorrow!” 
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Lily was helping her mother prepare 
the potato salad when she heard a knock 
on the front door. She ran to open the 
door and saw Mr. and Mrs. Díaz, with 
her new friend behind them. She was 
carrying a beautiful plant with tiny  
blue flowers.
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“Since we both like to work in the 
garden, I brought you this plant.” 

Lily couldn’t hide her curiosity  
any longer.

“But you told me that you don’t like. . . .”
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Then she saw another Ana coming 
around the corner, holding a painting of a 
butterfly!

“Since Ali was planning to give you 
the plant that she grew, I decided to 
paint this butterfly for you,” said Ana.

“Ali . . . Ana, I have twin neighbors!” 
Lily exclaimed. “I have finally solved the 
mystery! I have two new friends, and 
that is a wonderful birthday present.”
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A new family has moved in next door to 
Lily’s family. She wants to make friends 
with their daughter Ana, but there is 
something mysterious about her. Why is 
Ana acting so strangely?
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