
 

 
Caregiver Corner: Grade 3–5 

 
 
Dear Caregiver, 
  
You know summer is in full swing when it’s July. For many of us, the Fourth of July 
means barbecues, fireworks, and lots of red, white, and blue. This can be a great 
opportunity to weave in a little history and citizenship for your children, too. We hope 
you had a great weekend celebrating the holiday with family or friends.  
  
This week we are learning how This Is America! 
Each day we offer a different activity and provide you with tips to extend the learning. 
  

● Reading Monday: Read The Statue of Liberty 
Use the Take and Teach Lesson Key Ideas and Details pages to walk your child 
through the text. 
You may also have your child reread the text on other days this week and guide 
them with the Sequence, Text and Graphic Features, or Respond & Extend 
pages. 

  
● Media Tuesday: Watch Why We Celebrate the Fourth of July 

Extend the fun by having your child write a documentary style script from 
Thomas Jefferson’s point of view. 
You may also have them create their own video documentary of the script. 
  

● Writing Wednesday: Write a Thank-You Note 
Extend the activity by having your child write a letter from the people of France to 
the people of the United States. 
More to Read!: We provide another title to extend reading on the topic. 
  

● Research Thursday: Take a Virtual Tour 
Extend the activity by having your child make a brochure about visiting the Statue 
of Liberty. 
  

● Project Friday: Make a Model 
Extend the activity by having your child make a few other models, paintings, or 
collages of American symbols to display in an art gallery at home. 
  

  
Have a great week of reading and learning! 
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TEXT COMPLEXITY


READING LEVEL N  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex


GENRE Informational Text


WHY THIS TEXT? 


Like those it has welcomed to America, the Statue of Liberty is an immigrant. This text 


details the history of the familiar monument—from its design and creation in France, 


to its arrival and grand opening in the United States in 1886, to its restoration and 


re-opening in 1986. Diagrams, illustrations, photos, and a timeline support key points 


about the statue.


VOCABULARY NETWORK 


Words About Building Monuments base (n.), models (n.), presented (v.)


The Statue of Liberty


TEXT X-RAY


KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE


• The Statue of Liberty is a 


symbol of freedom.


• A French artist, Frédéric 


Bartholdi, designed and 


oversaw the building of the 


statue.


• The statue was formally 


presented to the United States 


in 1886.


• The statue underwent 


extensive renovations prior to 


its 100th birthday in 1986.


Key Vocabulary


liberty (p. 2)


newcomers (p. 2)


models (p. 5)


torch (p. 5)


base (p. 9)


presented (p. 10)


speeches (p. 11)


Idiomatic Expression


picked a place (p. 8)


From the late 1800s to the 


mid-1950s, many European 


immigrants came to the United 


States onboard ships that 


steamed into New York Harbor. 


As they arrived, they saw the 


Statue of Liberty a short distance 


away. Today, most immigrants to 


the United States do not arrive 


by ship. But Lady Liberty still 


stands as a symbol of freedom 


and welcome to newcomers.


INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 


Options for Teacher-Led Sessions


❍  Key Ideas & Details ............................2


❍  Sequence ..........................................4


❍  Text and Graphic Features .................6


❍  Respond & Extend .............................8


Online Printables


Vocabulary Network 
Organizer


Comprehension Quiz


Tabletop Minilessons: Reading


Text Structure


Text and Graphic Features (NF)


Genre: Informational Text
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The Statue of Liberty







GENERATE INTEREST


• What makes the Statue of Liberty interesting?


• How hard do you think was it to build the 


Statue of Liberty?


BUILD VOCABULARY


Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 


vocabulary and explore language connections.


• base (n.), models (n.), presented (v.)


Key Ideas & Details


GUIDE INSTRUCTION


Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• the Statue of Liberty . . .  into New York Harbor


• hope to everyone who dreamed of freedom


English Learner Support 


Spanish cognates: estatua (statue), libertad (liberty)


What is the Statue of Liberty, and where is it located? (It’s 


a very large statue of a lady in New York Harbor.) Why is the 


statue special? (It stands for freedom.)


Create a Visual Begin a web with Statue of Liberty at the 


center. In four outer ovals, write Who, When, Where, and Why. 


As students read, invite them to add key details in each oval.


2–3


TEXT EVIDENCE


• One man . . . share his love of freedom


• show the friendship between the two countries


Why did France give the statue to the United States? (as a 


sign of friendship and to share a love of freedom)


Reread Invite volunteers to read aloud details that explain 


the purpose of the statue.


4


TEXT EVIDENCE


• A French artist named Frédéric Bartholdi


• small models out of clay in 1875


• The right hand and torch . . . in 1876


• finished the statue in 1884 . . . 151 feet tall


English Learner Support 


Multiple-meaning word: model


Spanish cognate: modelo (model)


Who was in charge of building the Statue of Liberty? 


(Frédéric Bartholdi) What details show that it was a huge 


job? (began with clay models; finished one piece in a year; took 


from 1875 to 1884 to complete; the statue’s size)


Guide Use details about the statue’s size to help students 


conclude that Bartholdi wanted people to be able to see it 


from far away.


5–7
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The Statue of Liberty







EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light


TEXT EVIDENCE


• too big to move, so workers took it apart. They 


marked all the pieces and packed them into 214 


different boxes!


• American workers built a base 


English Learner Support


Explain to students that the word base in this 


context means “the part on which something 


stands.” Note other English meanings (students 


might be familiar with a baseball base or an 


army base) and the English homophone bass.


What details support the idea that the statue was 


huge? (Workers took the statue apart in France and put it 


into 214 boxes to ship. American workers had to build a base 


in New York for the statue to stand on.)


Discuss Talk with students about the effort and 


dedication involved in the project. What details in the 


photo on page 8 and illustration on page 9 show that it was 


hard work? 


8–9


TEXT EVIDENCE


• Bartholdi was there. The president . . . too. 


• There were parades . . . speeches.


• ILLUSTRATION CLUES


English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to words that name two people who 


were at the grand opening.
  ■  ■  At the party, there were , and 


people gave .
  ■  What happened at the grand opening?


How did the United States celebrate the grand 


opening? (a big celebration with important guests, 


parades, speeches, and fireworks)


Reread Ask volunteers to read aloud the account of the 


celebration. Have students point out words that show 


how important this event was.


10–11


TEXT EVIDENCE


• In 1980 . . . repair the statue


• cleaned the inside and outside


• big party for the statue’s 100th birthday


• people go there to see the Statue of Liberty. It reminds 


them how good it is to be free.


English Learner Support


Spanish cognate: reparar (repair)


What details show that people continue to care 


about the Statue of Liberty today? (The statue was 


cleaned and repaired inside and out in the 1980s. The 


country marked its 100th birthday. People continue to visit.)


Guide Help students understand that extensive 


renovations are costly, and that taking on the expense 


shows that the statue remains an important symbol of 


the country.


12–16
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The Statue of Liberty







TEXT EVIDENCE


• He began making small models . . . in 1875.


• were the first parts . . . finished . . . in 1876 


• workers finished the statue in 1884


English Learner Support 


Use a class calendar and schedule to explain 


the words date and order. Be sure students 


understand that the order of events is the way in 


which things happened.


5–7


What details show that the author is telling about 


events in the order they happen? (Dates, such as 1875, 


1876, and 1884; temporal terms such as began, first parts, 


100th birthday, finished the statue) 


Guide Explain that authors often describe historical 


events in the order in which they happened. Point out 


that dates and other terms that indicate sequence can 


help readers notice how the text is organized.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• workers took it apart. They marked all the pieces


• packed them into . . . boxes . . . boxes were put on 


a ship


English Learner Support 


Spanish cognate: marcar (mark)


8


What steps did the workers take to get the statue 


ready to ship to the United States? (They took the 


statue apart, marked the pieces, packed the pieces in boxes, 


and put the boxes on a ship.)


Create a Visual Work with students to complete a flow 


chart that shows each step that French workers followed 


to prepare the statue for shipping. Use the chart to 


discuss why each step was important and why the steps 


had to occur in that order.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• When the base was ready, French and American 


workers put the huge statue back together


• Finally . . . Lady Liberty was a beautiful statue 


once again.


English Learner Support 


Idiom: back together


9


What happened after American workers built a base 


for the statue? (French and American workers put the 


statue back together.) 


Reread Have volunteers read aloud from the text to 


respond to questions such as What happened before 


workers put the statue back together? How do you know?


GUIDE INSTRUCTION


Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 


Minilesson.


INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION


• How do authors organize information to show a sequence of events?


Sequence


4
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The Statue of Liberty







EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light


TEXT EVIDENCE


• On October 28, 1886, the French people presented 


the Statue of Liberty to the people of the United 


States.


English Learner Support 


Explain that in English, dates are written with 


the month first, followed by the day, then 


the year.


10–11


What important event happened on October 28, 


1886? (The people of France presented the Statue of Liberty 


to the people of the United States.)


Reread Have students reread to find the year that 


Bartholdi started designing the statue: 1875 (see 


page 5). Help students infer how long it took for the 


statue to be designed, built, and finished—nine years.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• Many years passed . . . In 1980, the people of the 


United States decided to repair the statue


English Learner Support 


Be sure students understand that the phrase 
many years passed is often used as a way of 
marking long spans of time. Explain that the 
word passed can be used to show that time 
is moving.


12–13


Why does the author begin this section with the 


phrase Many years passed? (to show that time has 


elapsed since the opening celebration described in the 


previous section; to move readers forward in time) 


Guide Help students understand that about 95 years 


passed between the celebration and the need to begin 


repairs on the statue. Guide students to identify other 


clues that indicate time order.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• TIMELINE CLUES


English Learner Support 
 ■  ■  ■  Point at the box in the timeline that shows 


when the statue came to the United States.
  ■  ■  The first box in the timeline tells . 


The last box tells .
  ■  The timeline shows . 


14–15


When did people begin to build the statue? (1875) 


What happened right after the statue was finished 


in Paris? (The statue pieces were sent to New York.)


Discuss Talk with students about the dates, 


descriptions, and images in the timeline. Prompt them to 


recognize that it serves as a summary of the text. Be sure 


students understand that the book followed the real-


world sequence of events. 


5
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The Statue of Liberty







TEXT EVIDENCE


• TABLE OF CONTENTS CLUES


English Learner Support 


Spanish cognate: contenido (contents)


Table of Contents


What information does the table of contents 


provide? (It lists the section titles in the book and page 


numbers where each section begins.) Given the book title 


and the chapter titles in the table of contents, what 


is this book most likely about? (the history of the Statue 


of Liberty)


Discuss Explain that text features, such as the table of 


contents, help readers see the organization of the text. 


Have students choose a title and turn to that section. 


Discuss the purpose of the feature—to help readers find 


information quickly.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• Workers are building the statue’s hand.


• The right hand and torch were the first parts that 


Bartholdi finished.


• ILLUSTRATION CLUES


4–6


How do the illustrations support the idea that the 


statue is huge? (The image on page 4 shows how small 


workers are in comparison to the hand of the statue. The 


image on page 6 offers a similar comparison, showing the 


size of the people compared with the finished hand.)


Guide Help students recognize that the first image 


shows work in progress on just the statue’s hand, and the 


second shows the completed hand.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• 151 feet tall from its feet to the tip of its torch


• Lady Liberty is 151 feet tall.


English Learner Support 


Explain that the word foot/feet is used to name 


a measurement that is exactly 12 inches. Show 


students a one-foot ruler and ask them to 


imagine a statue that is 151 feet tall. 


7


What does the bracket on page 7 show? (the height of 


the Statue of Liberty from its feet to the torch)


Create a Visual Begin a three-column chart to list each 


image or graphic feature. Have students identify the 


purpose of each one in the second column. In the third 


column, note whether the image adds new information 


that is not included in the main text.


GUIDE INSTRUCTION


Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 


Minilesson.


INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION


• How do the text features and images help you understand what the text is about? 


Text and Graphic Features


6
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The Statue of Liberty







EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light


TEXT EVIDENCE


• The statue was too big to move, so workers took 


it apart.


• workers put the huge statue back together—just like a 


giant puzzle


English Learner Support 


Provide students with access to a puzzle to 


reinforce the meaning of the simile like a puzzle. 


8–9


The author says that putting the statue together 


was like a big puzzle. How does the illustration on 


page 9 look like a puzzle? (The body of the statue has 


been completed, but the head and hand are still being 


constructed, one part at a time. This is like a puzzle because 


puzzles are put together one piece at a time.)


Guide Help students understand how the statue was 


taken apart and marked for shipment. Guide them to see 


that the markings were used to help workers reassemble 


the statue.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• ILLUSTRATION CLUES


• PHOTO CLUES


English Learner Support 
 ■  ■  ■  Point to something in the illustration that is 


the same as in the photo.
  ■  The illustration on pages 10–11 shows 


. The photo on page 13  
shows .


  ■  What do you learn from the illustration and 
photo?


10–13


Compare the illustration on pages 10–11 with the 


photo on page 13. How are they the same? (Both 


show important moments in the history of the Statue of 


Liberty. Both celebrations happened at night; they included 


fireworks; boats surrounded the statue.) How are they 


different? (The black-and-white illustration shows a time 


before cameras were in common use. The color photo shows 


a more modern time, with electricity and lights.)


Create a Visual Have students create a Venn diagram 


to compare and contrast the celebration of the initial 


opening in 1886 with the 100th birthday celebration 


in 1986.


TEXT EVIDENCE


• TIMELINE CLUES


English Learner Support 


Be sure students understand that the four-digit 


numbers in the boxes represent the year when 


each event occurred.


14–15


Why are there so many entries on the timeline on 


page 14 and only two on page 15? (Most of the statue’s 


important events happened between 1860 and 1900.)


Reread Guide students to read the boxes on the 


timeline in date order, rather than reading all of the top 


boxes first, then moving to the boxes below the timeline. 


Direct attention to an event at random. Have volunteers 


read aloud the year and event. Then have them tell what 


event happened before that event and after that event. 


Use the activity to emphasize the idea that the timeline 


provides information at a glance.


7
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The Statue of Liberty
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GUIDE INSTRUCTION


Explain that students will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 


and support one or more of the activities below.


GENERATE INTEREST


• If Lady Liberty could talk, what questions would you ask her?


• What was the most surprising fact you learned about the Statue of Liberty?


Respond & Extend


Project


Make an Advertisement


• Create an ad for the 


statue’s presentation in 


1886 or the 100th birthday 


in 1986. 


• Write an explanation 


of why the event is 


important.


• Be sure to include the date 


and a schedule of events. 


• Illustrate your ad to show 


the celebration.  


Vocabulary & Language


Building Words


• Search the text for nouns 


and verbs that have to do 


with building something.


• Organize the words into 


different categories, 


such as people, actions, 


and materials.


• Create a word web with 


the categories.


Hands-On Activity


Make a Model


• Be like Bartholdi by 


making a model of the 


Statue of Liberty! Look at 


photos for details and ask 


yourself questions such as 


What does the statue have 


on its head? Which arm is 


raised? 


• You can sculpt it out of 


clay or other modeling 


materials. Use blocks or a 


box for a base.


• Another option is to twist 


chenille stems together to 


form the shape of a person. 


Then wrap aluminum foil 


tightly around the figure. 


• Display your model for 


others to admire.


Research Connection


Take a Virtual Tour


• Tour the Statue of Liberty 


by exploring the National 


Park Service’s website. (Or 


take a low-tech tour using 


books from the library.) 


• Discuss your tour with a 


partner: What was most 


interesting or surprising? 


What new information did 


you learn?


Response Writing 


1. Write a thank-you note 


from the people of the United 


States to the people of 


France. Tell why the Statue of 


Liberty is an incredible gift.


2. Write a speech that the 


President could give at the 


Statue of Liberty’s next big 


birthday celebration.


8
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