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1. WATCH

Use this guide to interact with the “Writing a Personality Feature” video. See a class interview each 
other and write personality features, and then try writing a personality feature of your own.

Watch the video “Writing a Personality Feature” on 
hmhco.com/literacyatwork.

2. RESPOND

Answer these questions to begin thinking about what’s important when writing a personality feature.

• What is a personality feature? Why would you want to write one?

• Why is journalism important in the digital age?

• What surprised the students in the video? How did you notice them using what Esther Wojcicki had explained?

Literacy at Work
Writing a
Personality
Feature

“I want students to be independent thinkers. 
I want them to have these basic skills–the four C’s: 
communication, collaboration, critical thinking, 
and creativity.” – Esther Wojcicki

PERSONALITY FEATURE ACTIVITY



Literacy at Work

3. PREPARE FOR THE INTERVIEW

Explore how to craft questions that make for an insightful interview.

Open Question Try It Out

A question that has an open-ended answer and cannot be 
answered using yes or no.

Example
What are you passionate about?

Write at least two open questions.
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Writing a Personality Feature

4. INTERVIEWS

Closed Question Try It Out

A yes or no question that does not require elaboration.

Example
Are you passionate about singing?

Write at least one closed question. Rewrite it as an 
open question.

Follow-Up Question Try It Out

Questions that refer back to a previous answer and 
ask for more detail.

Example

You said you’re passionate about singing. How long 
have you been passionate about it?

Answer one of your earlier open questions about yourself. 
Write one follow-up question to it.

Now it’s time to prepare for your interview and have it.

Select Interviewee: Find someone to interview. Ideally choose someone you can interview in person, 
for example a classmate, family member, or neighbor. Alternatively, choose someone you can interview 
over the phone or online. 

Write Interview Questions: Prepare a list of interview questions. Questions should be open. Effective 
interviewing requires listening to responses and asking follow-up questions. You should have your 
questions ready to keep the interview flowing, but you may not get to some (or even most!) of them.

Conduct the Interview: Now spend 10–20 minutes conducting the interview. Be sure to take notes, and 
record the interview if possible. If you’re interviewing a classmate, switch halfway so both of you get a 
turn as both the interviewer and interviewee.
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5. PREPARE TO WRITE THE FEATURE

Before writing your personality feature, review some of the key elements.

Focus Try It Out

A personality feature should not be a series of unconnected 
facts; it should center on one aspect of a person, like a 
passion or unique characteristic. This is the focus.

Either find a news story (in a newspaper, magazine, or online), 
or use the sample feature provided. What is the focus?

Lead Try It Out

The lead is the first 1–4 paragraphs of the feature. It acts 
as a hook, pulling the reader into the feature. It is the most 
important part of the story and should relate to the focus.

There are two types of leads:

Anecdotal Lead
A story that relates to the focus of the feature. For example, 
“When Kelly was ten years old, she spent hours every day 
playing video games. Now she’s a video game producer…”

Descriptive Lead
A description of the person or a place that relates to the 
focus of the feature. For example, “Bradley Smith could 
pass for any ninth grader by the way he walked, but what 
set him apart was the way he ran…”

Either find a news story (in a newspaper, magazine, or online), 
or use the sample feature provided. Identify the lead. Is it 
anecdotal or descriptive?

Nutgraf Try It Out

The nutgraf is a paragraph that comes right after the lead 
and explains how the lead relates to the rest of the story 
and the focus.

Either find a news story (in a newspaper, magazine, or online), 
or use the sample feature provided. Identify the nutgraf.
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6. WRITE THE PERSONALITY FEATURE

It’s time to get writing! Begin by identifying the focus of your personality feature and then writing the lead and 
nutgraf. As you write the complete feature, be sure to include quotes from the interview and vivid details that evoke 
sights, smells, sounds, and feelings. It may help to read the sample personality feature to see the lead and nutgraf, 
along with some tips.
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