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Remote Learning Activity 
Literature & Language Arts 
Grades 9-12 
 

Maintain a Dialectical Journal  
 
A dialectical journal can help you track your ideas or questions while reading a 
longer piece of text. It is an ongoing conversation between you (the reader) and the 
text you are reading. To create a dialectical journal, set up a two-column chart: one 
column for quotations from the text and the other for your inferences. Inferences can 
be questions you have, reflections, predictions, or connections you make. (Review 
the anchor chart on the third page for help with making inferences.)  
 
Commit to a book to read over the next week or two. While reading this book, record 
quotes that seem significant in the first column and your thoughts or reactions to 
these quotes in the second column. Make sure your responses are thorough so you 
can return to them at a later date if necessary. (Maybe you’ll recognize a pattern or 
realize an answer to a question you posed previously!) Also consider recording 
chapter or page numbers so you can easily find your identified quotes in the text.  
 
 
How do I know which quotes to 
record? 

What should my inferences look 
like? 

Is there a line that stands out to you 
because it seems particularly beautiful 
or profound? 

Perhaps you have encountered a type of 
figurative language or sound device that 
you can analyze. 

Is there a line that reveals something 
about a character or hints at upcoming 
events? 

Maybe you can identify an internal or 
external conflict, or predict what will 
happen next. 

Is there a line that makes you question 
something in your own life or in a larger 
context? 

Consider whether you’ve identified a 
theme—a lesson about life and human 
nature the writer wants to communicate.  

Is there a line that answers a question 
you had asked previously? 

Perhaps you’ve clarified your own 
understanding of important ideas in the 
text. 

Is there a line or phrase that seems to 
be repeated throughout the text? 

Maybe you’ve identified a symbol—a 
recurring image or idea that stands for 
something beyond itself. 

Is there a line that you want to review 
later because it seems confusing right 
now? 

Maybe you have questions that you 
want to try to answer at a later time. 

 
Tip: Don’t feel limited to this list of questions and responses; record what you think is 
most significant! 
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Need an example?  
Check out these dialectical journal entries about the novel Little Women by Louisa 
May Alcott. 
 

Quote Inference 

 
 
“I think we ought to tell her if Beth is 
really ill, but Hannah says we musn’t, for 
mother can’t leave father, and it will only 
make them anxious. Beth won’t be sick 
long, and Hannah knows what to do, 
and mother said we were to mind her, so 
I suppose we must, but it don’t seem 
quite right to me.” (Chapter 16) 
 

 
The girls are struggling with the 
idea of not immediately writing their 
mother about Beth being sick—this 
shows an internal conflict.  
I think Beth might get really sick; 
she is known for being kind of 
weak and the baby she caught the 
fever from died quite suddenly.  
 

 
 
“The first of December was a wintry day 
indeed to them, for a bitter wind blew, 
snow fell fast, and the year seemed 
getting ready for its own death.” 
(Chapter 18)  

 
There are a few moments of 
alliteration in this line which made 
me read it again. It really focuses 
on the year’s imminent death, 
which makes me think the author 
might be foreshadowing Beth’s 
death.  
 

 
 
Looking for a book to read?  

• Use your email to create an account on OpenLibrary and access ebooks for 
free! 

• Become a member at your local library and get online access to ebooks and 
audiobooks.  

 

https://openlibrary.org/
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Make Inferences

Use clues  
from the text.

It says here that she
  .

Combine them  
with what you 
already know.

When I   I’m 
usually     .

Infer what  
the author means.

She must be    .

Clues  
from text 

  Knowledge  
and experience  

Inference


