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Remote Learning Daily Activity 
Literature & Language Arts 
Grades 9–12 
 

Analyze a Poem 

What makes a poem resonate with you, or stay with you long after you’ve finished reading 
it? Perhaps you remember a striking message, an artful form, or a creative use of language 
and sound. Poets play with a variety of techniques, like the ones shown, to elicit the 
reactions and emotions of readers. (If you are not familiar with all the terms below, you 
can learn more about them on the next page.) 

Choose a poem to analyze, looking for examples of these techniques. For each technique 
you find, ask yourself: What ideas does the poet emphasize or communicate? What effect 
does this technique have on me as a reader? Share your poem and analysis in a class 
discussion or in writing.   

 

Find a Poem 

• Poetry Foundation 
• Poets.org 

Note: HMH is not responsible for the content of third-party websites.  
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org
http://poets.org
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Poetry Terms 

Review these terms before you search for examples.  

Term/Definition Examples 

 

Alliteration 

The repetition of consonant sounds at the 
beginning of two or more nearby words.  

 

The wheels whipped through the water. 

Assonance 

The repetition of vowel sounds in words 

They slowed their pace as they neared the 
stones. 

Consonance 

The repetition of consonant sounds either 
within or at the ends of words 

The wide muddy field appeared in the 
distance. 

Hyperbole 

the use of exaggeration for emphasis or to 
make a point 

Ravenous like usual, my brother shoveled 
three tons of food into his mouth at dinner.  

Irony 

a contrast between appearance and 
reality, what is expected and what 
happens, or what is said and what is 
meant 

Ms. Richards is the president of a world-
famous computer corporation. One day, 
she gets a phone call. “You’ve won a 
contest!” the man on the line says. Ms. 
Richards smiles wryly when she learns that 
the grand prize is . . . the computer her 
company makes.  

Metaphor 

a comparison between two things that 
does not include the word like or as  

He is a toddler when he gets injured; the 
crying and complaining never stop.  

Onomatopoeia 

The use of words whose sounds echo their 
meaning; helps readers “hear” certain 
sounds 

whack, buzz, hiss, thump 

Personification 

The description of something non-human 
in human terms 

 

The ocean tossed us around without 
mercy.  
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Repetition 

The use of the same words, phrases, or 
lines more than once to emphasize an idea 
or achieve an effect 

To the swinging and the ringing 

  Of the bells, bells, bells, 

Of the bells, bells, bells, bells, . . . .  

Rhyme 

The repetition of sounds at the ends of 
words 

Veil and kale 

Simile 

a comparison between two things using 
the word like or as  

The singer purred like a kitten as she sang 
the old love song. 

Slant Rhyme 

a type of rhyme with words that have 
similar but not identical sounds 

soul and all 

 

 

 




