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I magine yourself one thousand 

feet underground, drilling a new 

tunnel in an old zinc and lead mine. 

Suddenly your drill bursts through the 

rock wall. What you see takes your 

breath away. Huge crystals fill a cave 

from end to end, floor to ceiling. They 

shimmer like moonlight. But before 

you can explore the cave, you are 

hit with air as hot as a blast from a 

furnace.   

Two mineworkers, Juan and 

Pedro Sanchez, discovered this 

amazing “Cave of the Crystals” in 

2000 at the Naica Mine in the state of Chihuahua, 

Mexico. They didn’t stay long, for the intense heat 

drove them away.

The mine owners put an iron door at the 

mouth of the cave. Scientists came to study the 

cave, but because of the heat, they could stay 

inside for only a few minutes at a time.

The Cave of the 
Crystals is located in 
the desert of northern 
Mexico.
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Scientists found the crystals were 

made of selenite gypsum, a translucent, 

light-colored mineral. The cave had just the 

right combination of minerals, water, and 

temperature to grow the crystals. The cave 

had once been filled with water, and heat 

from the earth’s core kept the water at 

about 136 degrees Fahrenheit. This heated 

water caused some of the crystals to grow 

36 feet long, about as tall as a three-story 

house! These are some of the largest 

natural crystals ever found.

Another team of scientists is now 

exploring the whole cave, which is nearly 

as large as a basketball court.  They had to 

invent special clothing and breathing 

equipment for their work.  Now they can 

stay inside for up to an hour at a time. 

Water pumps keep the Naica Mine from 

filling with water. But without water the 

crystals will not grow any larger. Should the 

owners stop pumping out the water, so that 

the caves will flood again and the crystals 

will grow even larger?  Or should they keep 

on pumping out the water, so that people 

can visit the cave? What would you do?

Inside Mexico’s 
Cave of the 
Crystals

It took hundreds of thousands of years 
for the 36-foot crystals to get that big. 
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