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TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL C  OVERALL RATING Moderately Complex

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• When it rains, frogs seek 

shelter under leaves.

• When it snows in winter, 

some animals, like squirrels, 

hibernate.

• When winds get blustery in 

fall, some birds migrate.

• Animals adjust to the weather.

Key Vocabulary

rain (p. 2)

animals (p. 3)

hide (p. 3)

snow (p. 4)

sleep (p. 5)

wind (p. 6)

blows (p. 6)

fly (p. 7)

weather (p. 8)

Before reading, do a picture 

walk, pointing out and naming 

the animals. Call attention to 

the kind of weather in each 

photo. Briefly discuss the idea 

that weather may be different 

in different seasons of the year. 

Prompt children to talk about 

characteristics of weather 

in certain seasons, such as 

puddles of rain and blustery 

wind in spring and fall, hot 

days in summer, and cold snow 

in winter.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ....................................... 2

• Ask and Answer Questions

• Make Connections

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 4

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Ask and Answer Questions

Make Connections 

Parts of a Book

Informational Texts 

GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT? 

This informational text describes how different animals seek protection from 

threatening weather conditions. Supported by full-color photographs, the simple, 

repeated sentence pattern provides an opportunity for children to understand 

cause-and-effect relationships between weather conditions and animal behavior.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Weather storms (n.), forecast (v.), safety (n.)

Weather and Animals
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Weather and Animals



TEXT EVIDENCE

• When rain falls, some animals hide.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Have children use body movements to 

demonstrate what the frog is doing. Let them 

name the action in their home language. Repeat 

their words, and then have them say the words in 

English after you. 

Why is the frog hiding under a leaf? (so rain won’t get on it)

Guide Prompt children to talk about what the frog is doing. 

Help children equate it with people getting under an umbrella 

when it rains. Help students make connections between 

cause and effect. Briefly explain that a cause is what makes 

something happen; the effect is what happens. So, rain is 

the cause and the frog hiding is the effect. Ask children what 

getting caught in the rain causes them to do.  

2–3

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Weather and Animals

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Have children point to the title and the photo. 
  ■  ■   The cover photo shows . The title page 

photo shows . 
  ■   Describe the kinds of information a reader gets 

from the cover and title page.

Cover–Title Page

What does the title tell you about the big idea of this 

book? (It’s about animals in the weather.) What animals do 

you see on the title page? (deer) What kind of weather do 

you see in the photo? (snowy, cold)

Discuss Talk with children about what is on a cover and title 

page and why the information is important. Ask children  

what clues the cover and title page give about the content of 

the book.  

GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

GENERATE INTEREST 

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections. 

• How does the weather affect what people and 

animals do? 

• What kind of weather forces you to stay inside?  

BUILD VOCABULARY 

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections. 

• storms (n.), forecast (v.), safety (n.)

Key Ideas & Details
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Pair English learners with stronger English 

speakers to discuss cause-and-effect 

relationships.

8

What do these animals have to protect them from the 

snowy weather? (thick furry coats) How can you find 

the answer to this question? (I can use photo clues.)

Create a Visual As you discuss the photo and text, help 

children understand that different animals have different 

ways of protecting themselves during different types 

of weather. Reinforce the idea that when something 

happens (a cause), there is an effect. Together, create a 

cause-and-effect chart. In the cause column, write “rain,” 

“wind,” and “snow.” In the effect column, have children 

explain what each animal featured in the text did to 

protect itself in each weather condition. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• When wind blows, some birds fly.

• PHOTO CLUES

6–7

What is a question you could ask about this part of 

the text?  (What do animals do when wind blows?) How 

can you find the answer to your question? (by using 

the text and photo clues)

Reread Remind children that they can use both text 

evidence and photo clues to help them ask and answer 

questions as they read. Have children reread pages 6–7 

to find the answer to their question. (Birds fly when the 

wind blows.)

TEXT EVIDENCE

• When snow falls, some animals sleep.

• PHOTO CLUES

4–5

What is a question you can ask about this part of the 

text?  (What do some animals do when it snows?) How can 

you find the answer to your question? (by using the 

text and photo clues)

Reread Identify the animal as a squirrel if children do 

not. Explain that good readers ask themselves questions 

about what they are reading and sometimes have to 

reread to answer their questions. Have children reread 

pages 4–5 to find the answer to their question. (Some 

animals sleep when it snows.) 
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Vocabulary & Language 

Practice Fluency

• Reread pages 2 and 3. Note 

the comma at the end of 

page 2. It tells you the rest  

of the sentence is on the 

next page.

• Practice reading the two 

pages of text smoothly, 

pausing at the comma 

before reading on.

• Talk with a partner about 

why it is important to pay 

attention to commas.

Hands-On Activity

Catch the Rain

• Collect rain water so you can 

measure it. Use a rain gauge, 

or make one from a tall, thin 

bottle and a ruler. 

• Place the bottle outside 

before it rains. Then measure 

the water after the rain 

stops. Write down your 

measurement.

• Pour out the water and place 

the bottle in the same place 

the next time it rains. Then 

measure and record the 

amount in the bottle.

• Did it rain more or less the 

second day? Share your 

findings with the group.

Project

Make a Weather Book

• Draw or cut from old 

magazines or printed 

images pictures about the 

weather. 

• Glue the pictures on pages 

of paper. 

• Sort the pages into groups, 

like rainy, snowy, sunny, and 

windy. 

• Put the group pages together 

with a title page: My Weather 

Book. Share your book with 

the group. 

Response Writing

Write about Weather

• Think about what you do 

during different types of 

weather.

• Divide a big sheet of paper 

into three parts. On each 

part, write or draw what you 

do when it is rainy, windy, 

and snowy. 

• Label each part with the 

matching weather word.

Research Connection

Learn about Animals in 

Winter

• Research how different 

animals spend the winter. 

Look online or in nonfiction 

books.

• Write or draw what you 

learned about animals that 

hibernate, migrate, or stay 

in place.

• Share with the group. 

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

REREAD

Reread the text with children, focusing on fluency and meaning.

• What are some ways animals stay safe in different types of weather?

• Where do you go when it snows or rains?

Respond & Extend
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