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TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL A  OVERALL RATING Simple

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• You can see many things in the 

desert. 

• You can see rocks, big and 

small. 

• You can see flowers, cactus of 

different sizes and shapes, and 

other plants.

• You can see birds, lizards, 

snakes, and spiders.

• Different kinds of plants and 

animals live in a desert.

Key Vocabulary

rock (p. 2)

flower (p. 4)

cactus (p. 6)

bird (p. 8)

lizard (p. 10)

spider (p. 12)

snake (p. 14)

desert (p. 16)

On a picture walk, point out 

the features of a desert habitat, 

which is home to many plants 

and animals. Build background 

by explaining that deserts are 

the driest places on Earth, 

getting very little rainfall each 

year. Plants provide food and 

water for animals. Briefly discuss 

photo clues about deserts. 

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ....................................... 2

• Set a Purpose

• Informational Text

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 4

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Set a Purpose

Informational Texts

GENRE  Informational Text 

WHY THIS TEXT? 

This informational text explores what you can see in a desert. The text is simple, 

including repetition of a sentence with one word varying on each page. The detailed, 

close-up photos connect directly to the text. 

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Deserts plants (n.), rainfall (n.), dry (adj.)

The Desert
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The Desert



TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the cactus.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■ Cactus live in the .

  ■  ■ Cactus grow in  weather.
  ■  Ask children to tell what they learned so far 

about the desert.

Spanish cognate: cactus (cactus)

6–7

What plant lives in the desert? (cactus) Look for photo 

clues. What can you tell about the weather? (It’s sunny 

and dry.)

Discuss Explain that this cactus likes lots of sunshine and 

high temperatures. The hotter it is, the taller the stems 

grow. Prompt children to look at the photo of the cactus and 

imagine water being stored in the plant’s tall stems. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the flower.

•  PHOTO CLUES

What grows in the desert? (flower) 

Guide Prompt children to look closely at the flower and point 

to the cactus leaves under it. Explain that this flowering cactus 

blooms in the spring. 

4–5

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the rock.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■ The Desert is an  book.

  ■  ■  The Desert is an  book about what 
lives in a .

  ■  The Desert is an  book about 
 and  that live in the 
.

Cover–3

What do you think you will learn about in this book? (the 

desert) What do you see in the desert? (rock)

Guide Point out the photograph on the cover and explain 

that the desert is a real place. Explain that The Desert is an 

informational text—a book that teaches about a topic. Guide 

them to understand that the purpose for reading this book is 

to learn about a place called the desert. Prompt children to 

think about what is in a desert.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

GENERATE INTEREST 

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections. 

• What do you know about deserts?

• What do you want to learn about deserts?

BUILD VOCABULARY 

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections. 

• plants (n.), rainfall (n.), dry (adj.)

Key Ideas & Details
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the snake.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■ The topic of the book is .

  ■  ■ What is the topic of this book?
  ■    What did you learn about the topic of 

this book?

14–16

What animal do you see on page 15? (snake) Look at 

the photo on page 16. Name what you see. (rocks, 

flowers, cactus) What else lives in the desert? (bird, 

lizard, snake)

Create a Visual Create a concept web for a desert 

habitat. Guide children to name the topic of the book 

(desert) and then write the topic in the center circle. 

Have children name the plants and animals that live in 

the desert as you write them on the spokes coming from 

the topic.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the spider.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■ This  lives in the desert.

  ■  ■  The  has , , and 
a body.

  ■    Ask children to describe the spider in 
the photo.

12–13

Look at the photo. What do you see in the desert? (a 

spider on sand) 

Discuss Explain that this spider is a desert tarantula 

and it hunts for food at night, eating mostly insects. Look 

closely at the photo and discuss the characteristics of this 

spider, including very hairy legs and body.  

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the lizard.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■ A  lives in the desert.

  ■  ■ The  runs up the .
  ■    Ask children to tell what other animals live in 

the desert.

10–11

What other animal lives in the desert? (lizard) What 

have you learned so far about a desert habitat? 

(Many plants and animals live in the desert. The desert looks 

sunny and dry.)

Reread Have children reread the text and look at the 

photo. Prompt children to describe what the lizard is 

doing. (sitting on a rock in the sun) Point out that the 

cactus provides the lizard with food and water.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the bird.

• PHOTO CLUES

8–9

What animal lives in the desert? (bird)

Discuss Explain that this bird is a roadrunner, and its 

habitat is the desert. Have children look closely at the 

photo of the bird and discuss its features.
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Vocabulary & Language 

Tell How Animals Move

• Discuss words that tell how 

animals move, such as race 

like a roadrunner, slither like 

a snake, walk like a lizard, fly 

like a bird, and crawl like a 

spider.

• Make a chart to show 

how animals move. Draw 

a picture of each animal 

moving. Write the word that 

tells how it moves.

Hands-On Activity

Design a Cactus 

• Look for cactus pictures in 

books or online. Choose a 

cactus to make.

• Find different shapes of flat 

rocks. Turn the rocks into 

a cactus. 

• Paint the rocks green. 

Use white paint to make a 

cactus design. 

• Plant your rock cactus in 

a pot.

• Make a label for your rock 

cactus. Write the name of 

the cactus.

• Share your rock cactus with 

the group.  

Research Connection

Make an Information Card

• Write your own information 

trading card for a desert 

animal. Work with a partner 

to find information online.

• Gather facts about where it 

lives, what it eats, and how it 

gets water.

• Write facts for your animal 

on an index card. Draw a 

picture of it. 

• Share your information card 

with the group.

Response Writing

Write about the Desert

• Take an imaginary walk 

through the desert.

• Write what you see on 

your walk. Write about the 

sounds you hear. 

• Complete these sentences: 

I see . I hear 

.

• Share with the group.

Project

Draw New Cover Art

• Think about a new cover for 

the book The Desert. Plan the 

plants and animals to use. 

• Draw your picture for the 

book cover.

• Share with the group.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

REREAD

Reread the text with children, focusing on fluency and meaning.

• What lives in the desert?

• What would you want to see on a walk through the desert?

Respond & Extend
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