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GENRE Realistic Fiction

WHY THIS TEXT?

In this realistic fiction text, a boy and a girl have a snowball fight, but it’s the 

squirrels that determine who wins! Through a simple sentence pattern and colorful 

illustrations, children discover what can happen when a tree full of snow shakes.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Snow chilly (adj.), snowfall (n.), frozen (adj.)

Snowball Fight

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ....................................... 2

• Retell a Story

• Visualize

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 4

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Retell a Story 

Picture It! 

Character Clues

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• A girl feeds peanuts to some 

squirrels.

• A boy throws a snowball at 

the girl. 

• The squirrels scurry up the 

tree next to him. 

• The girl throws a snowball at 

the boy but misses and hits 

the tree.

• The squirrels shake the tree 

branches, making snow fall all 

over the boy!

Key Vocabulary

look (p.2)

girl (p. 2)

snow (p. 4)

boy (p. 6)

tree (p. 12)

Point to and read the title 

and names of the author and 

illustrator. Take a brief picture 

walk and encourage children to 

describe what they see. Take this 

opportunity to introduce content 

vocabulary, then ask: What do 

you think this story will be about? 

If there are children who have 

never experienced snow, ask 

others to share their experiences 

playing outdoors in winter.

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL A  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

1Snowball Fight
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GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

GENERATE INTEREST

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections.

• What is winter like where you live? 

• What do you do for fun in the winter?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• chilly (adj.), snowfall (n.), frozen (adj.)

Key Ideas & Details

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support
 Point to and name details in the photo, such as girl, 
father, squirrels, peanuts, mittens, boots, scarf, and 
snow. Have children repeat the words after you.

Where and when does this story take place? (outside on a 

winter day) What is the girl doing? (feeding nuts to squirrels)

Discuss Prompt children to find picture clues that tell them 

what the girl is doing. Point to what she is wearing and have 

children name items they know, such as boots, hat, scarf, and 

mittens. Stress that her clothing helps us know it is a cold and 

snowy day. Point out that her father is on the bench watching 

to keep her safe while she plays.

2–3

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the snow.

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Have children point to the snowball.

  ■  ■  A  hit the girl.
  ■  Explain why the girl looks surprised.

Why does the girl look so surprised? (because a snowball hit 

her) Who do you think threw it? (Answers will vary.)

Guide Prompt children to look for clues in the picture. Point 

out the action lines that show where the snowball came from 

and the squirrel looking in that direction.

4–5

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PICTURE CLUES

What is the boy doing? (making a snowball) Do you think 

he threw the snowball at the girl? Why or why not? 

(Answers will vary.)

Discuss Prompt children to notice details that tell them how 

the characters are feeling. Stress that facial expressions and 

body language are clues. Point out that even the squirrels 

show how they feel.

6–7
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

If children have trouble putting their ideas about 

the characters into words, let them act out or 

draw quick sketches. Then tell them the correct 

English words to use.

8–11

What is the girl doing? (making a snowball) What are 

the squirrels doing? (climbing the tree) Why? (so they 

don’t get hit) Where does the girl’s snowball go? (hits 

the tree, not the boy)

Reread Ask children to reread pages 8–11 and look at 

the illustrations. Explain that readers can find out about 

a character by noticing his or her actions. Have children 

tell how they would describe the girl, the boy, and the 

squirrels. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

Name what the characters are doing as the story 

ends, and act out the actions. Have children 

repeat the action words and act them out 

after you.

12–15

What is the boy doing on page 13? (laughing) What is 

the girl looking at? (the squirrels shaking the branches) 

What happens at the end of the story? (The snow falls 

off the tree and all over the boy.) 

Guide Point out the amount of snow on the tree 

branches on page 13. Then turn to page 15 and point out 

the lack of snow on the branches and the pile of snow 

covering the boy. Revisit page 13 and point out the small 

lines by the squirrel’s hands that indicate movement. 

Explain that this shows the squirrels are shaking the 

branches. Tell children to picture in their minds what 

happened to the snow between the illustrations on  

pages 13 and 15. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PICTURE CLUES

16

What is this story about? (a snowball fight)

Create a Visual Use the pictures on page 16 to review 

key events. Then together, create a story structure chart. 

Help children use the map to identify the beginning, 

middle, and end of the story. Point out that the beginning 

introduces the characters, the middle includes the 

key events, and these events lead to the ending. Have 

children use the visual to retell the story. 
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Hands-On Activity

Make Snow

• Get a small bowl and 1 cup 

of baking soda.

• Add 1 tablespoon of water. 

• Mix with a plastic fork.

•  Add more tablespoons of 

water until a “snow-like” 

texture forms.

• Make a small snowball!

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

REREAD

Reread the text with children, focusing on fluency and meaning.

• Have you ever played in the snow? What did you do?

• Would you like to have a snowball fight? Why or why not?

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Learn about Snowflakes

• Snow is made of ice crystals 

that form in the clouds. 

Every snowflake is different.

• Look at pictures of 

snowflakes online or in 

nonfiction books. Find one 

fact about them.

• Share your fact about 

snowflakes with the group.

Project

Make a Snow Person

• Use paper plates of different 

sizes to make a snow person. 

• Draw a face. 

• Glue on paper arms, a hat, 

a scarf, and so on. Give your 

snow person a name.

• Share your snow person with 

the group.

Response Writing

Write a Letter

• Imagine you are the girl in 

the story.

• Write a thank-you letter to 

the squirrels who helped 

you.

• Complete this letter:  

Dear squirrels,  

Thank you for . 

Love, .

• Share your letter with the 

group. 

Vocabulary & Language

Discuss Winter Words

• Think of words that describe 

winter. Look at the pictures 

in the story if you need ideas.

• Make a list of words about 

winter. 

• Share your list with the 

group.

4

©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iff

lin
 H

ar
co

ur
t P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 C
om

p
an

y.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. 

Printed in the U.S.A.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 XXXX 24 23 22 21 20 19 18
4500000000


