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TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL B  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Fish and clams live on a coral 

reef.

• Crabs, some octopuses, and 

turtles live on a coral reef.

• Turtles and lobsters swim in 

the waters surrounding a coral 

reef, too.

• Sea grass and other plants 

grow around a coral reef.

• A coral reef is made of many 

individual corals.

• A coral reef is a home for many 

different kinds of animals and 

plants. 

Key Vocabulary

fish (p. 2) 

reef (p. 2) 

clam (p. 4)

crab (p. 6)

octopus (p. 8)

turtle (p. 10)

grass (p. 12)

lobster (p. 14)

coral (p. 16)

Coral may look like a plant, but 

it is really an animal. Reefs are 

made up of many corals living 

together in colonies. There are 

many types of coral, and they 

all look different. Plants and 

animals live in, on, and around 

coral reefs all over the world. 

Before reading, preview the text 

by reading the title and taking a 

picture walk with children. Name 

the living things in the photos.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ....................................... 2

• Author’s Purpose

• Make Connections

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 4

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Author’s Purpose

Make Connections

Informational Texts

GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT? 

This nonfiction book presents facts about coral reefs and shows a variety of animals 

and plants that live in, on, and around them. With the exception of the last page, 

the text includes two-line patterned text, including a question. Paired photos 

feature closely cropped versions complemented by more expansive crops that show 

reef details. 

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Coral Reefs underwater (adj.), ocean (n.), colorful (adj.)

On a Reef
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GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

GENERATE INTEREST 

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections. 

• Have you ever been to the ocean?

• Where in the ocean do fish live? 

BUILD VOCABULARY 

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections. 

• underwater (adj.), ocean (n.), colorful (adj.)

Key Ideas & Details

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: arrecifa de coral (coral reef)

Cover– Title Page

What is the turtle doing? (swimming) Where is the reef? 

(The turtle is swimming around the reef.)

Guide Tell children that the turtle is surrounded by many 

different kinds of coral. Explain that even though pieces of 

coral can look different, they attach to one another to create 

a reef.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Do you see the fish? It lives on a reef.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: anémona (anemone)

2–3

What is swimming? (a fish) What does it look like the fish 

is swimming through? (grass, weeds, spines) 

Guide Have children examine the clownfish’s environment. 

Explain that the clownfish is swimming through a sea 

anemone, which is an animal that is attached to a coral reef.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Do you see the clam? It lives on a reef.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Explain terms open and close by having children 

look for objects that open and close.

4–5

What is inside the shell? (a clam) Where does the clam 

live? (on a reef) 

Discuss Have children open and close their two hands like a 

clam. Then have children make connections about why a clam 

might need to open.
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Do you see the coral?

• PHOTO CLUES 

14–16

What does the coral on page 16 look like? (orange 

and pink; spiny; sharp) What other animals live near it? 

(orange and pink fish) 

Create a Visual Challenge children to think about why 

orange fish might be safe near the reef. Reinforce the 

central idea of the book by creating a concept web. Label 

the center circle “Coral Reef Life.” Then have children 

look for animals and plants that live on a reef, and add 

their responses to the web. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Do you see the grass? It lives on a reef.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to the grass. Point to the water.
   ■  ■  Where is the grass? Where is the water?
  ■  What does this photo show? 

10–13

What is the turtle doing? (swimming) How is the 

grass on a reef different from the grass outside your 

classroom? (Reef grass grows underwater.)

Discuss Mention that some parts of the reef look like 

leaves or plants but are actually tiny animals. Have 

children discuss why the author included a plant in  

the text.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Do you see the octopus? It lives on a reef.

• PHOTO CLUES

8–9

How is the octopus like the reef? (It has the same shape 

and texture as the reef.) How might an octopus use a 

reef? (It might hide and live inside small spaces.)

Discuss Have children examine the photo on page 9. 

Explain how an octopus can change skin texture and 

even color to look like the surface of a reef. Ask children to 

discuss why an octopus needs camouflage. (to stay safe)

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Do you see the crab? It lives on a reef.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to the crab. Point to the reef.
   ■  ■  Point to the crab’s legs. 
  ■  Describe the crab. 

6–7

How does a crab move on the reef? (It crawls on  

its legs.) 

Reread Have children reread pages 2–7. Then ask 

them to show with their hands how each animal moves. 

Explain that a fish swims, a clam opens and closes, and a 

crab crawls.
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Vocabulary & Language 

Use Question Words

• Reread pages 2–16. With 

a partner, ask, “Do you 

see . . . ?”  with examples in 

the text. 

• Look around the room. 

Ask, “Do you see . . .?”

• With the group, point 

to question words and 

question marks in the text.

Hands-On Activity

Make “Coral” 

• Look at coral on 

pages 2–16, or search 

online or in nonfiction 

books.

• Paint coral with 

watercolors or colored 

glue. Before the paint 

dries, sprinkle salt on it.

• Share your paintings 

and explain how the salt 

represents coral.

Research Connection

Use Text Evidence

• Reread pages 2–16 to find 

facts about reef animals.

• Use what you know from 

the book to draw about 

one animal.

• Write or dictate one fact 

you learned from the text.

• Share your research with 

the group. 

Response Writing

Write about Coral

• Use the book to help you 

draw a coral reef.

• Write or dictate about the 

animals that live there. 

• Share with the group.

Project

Hide an Octopus

• Draw and color a coral reef 

scene.  

• Draw a secret octopus 

somewhere in the scene. 

• Challenge the group to 

find it.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

REREAD

Reread the text with children, focusing on fluency and meaning.

• What is coral? What is a coral reef? 

• What is one animal that lives on a reef? 

Respond & Extend
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