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WHY THIS TEXT?

This fiction text tells the story of Chick who wants to find his mother. The text is 

simple, clear, and easy to understand. The sentence structure in the form of dialogue 

is repetitive with only one word varied on each page. The illustrations are necessary 

to children’s understanding of the story.
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TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Chick wants to find his mother.

• He goes to Duck, Cow, Horse, 

Rabbit, Pig, and Dog and asks, 

“Is my mother here?”

• Each animal tells Chick to go 

home to find his mother.

• Chick finally goes home.

• His mother says, “Welcome 

home.”

Key Vocabulary

mother (p. 2)

chick (p. 2)

home (p. 3)

duck (p. 3)

cow (p. 5)

horse (p. 7)

rabbit (p. 9)

pig (p. 11)

dog (p. 13)

welcome (p. 16)

Before reading, do a picture 

walk, explaining that Chick 

wants to find his mother. He 

visits six animals, each living 

in a different home on a farm. 

Discuss the names of the animals 

and their homes. Point out the 

quotation marks and explain 

that these show the words the 

characters say.

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL B  OVERALL RATING Simple

1Go Home, Chick!
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GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

GENERATE INTEREST

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections.

• What do you know about where farm animals live? 

• What do you do when you are looking for someone?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• lost (adj.), find (v.), help (v.)

Key Ideas & Details

TEXT EVIDENCE

• “Is my mother here?” asked Chick.

• “Go home, Chick!” said Duck.

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

Point to and name details in the pictures, such 

as duck, chick, pond, grass. Have children repeat 

the names after you.

2–3

What does Chick ask Duck?  (Is my mother here?) What does 

Duck tell Chick? (Go home, Chick!)

Discuss Prompt children to look at the illustration. Ask them 

to tell where Duck lives. Discuss why they think Duck tells 

Chick to go home.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• “Is my mother here?” asked Chick.

• “Go home, Chick!” said Cow.

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Have children point to Cow and Chick and 

act out what each is saying.
   ■  ■   Chick asks, “ .” Cow says,  

“ .”
  ■   Have children discuss why Cow says, “Go 

home, Chick!”

4–5

What does Chick ask Cow? (Is my mother here?) What does 

Cow tell Chick? (Go home, Chick!)

Guide Help children understand that Chick’s mother is not 

with Duck or Cow. Look closely at the picture on page 5. Ask 

children to make a best guess of who lives in that house. 

Guide children to see that Cow is pointing with his leg to 

the house.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• “Go home, Chick!” said Horse.

• PICTURE CLUES

6–7

Who does Chick ask next? (Horse) What does Horse say? 

(Go home, Chick!)

Discuss Prompt children to imagine they are Chick. Have 

them tell how Chick might feel, such as worried, scared, or 

happy. Ask them to explain why.
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• “Go home, Chick!” said Rabbit.

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

Have children pretend to be Rabbit. Have them 

act out Rabbit talking to Chick.

8–9

What does Rabbit like to eat? (cabbage) What does 

Rabbit say? (Go home, Chick!)

Guide Tell children to look closely at the picture on 

page 8. Prompt them to tell that rabbits like to eat 

cabbage. Explain that rabbits live in rabbit holes under 

the ground and come out of their holes to eat. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• “Go home, Chick!” said Pig.

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Have children point to Chick’s home.
   ■  ■   I think  lives in the blue house.
  ■   Have children tell why Chick should 

go home.

10–11

Where does Chick need to go to find his mother? 

(home)

Reread Ask children to look at the pictures on pages 3, 

5, 7, and 9 and reread the text. Then have them read 

page 11. Help them understand that the small blue 

house is in every picture. Prompt children to predict who 

lives in the house.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PICTURE CLUES

12–13

Why do you think Chick’s mother is not here? (She 

doesn’t live with the dog in the dog’s house.)

Create a Visual Ask children to draw two pictures: 

one shows where the dog lives; the other shows where 

Chick’s mother lives. Explain that a chicken lives in a hen 

house, or chicken coop.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

Have children draw a picture of the theme. Then 

have them dictate the theme of the story: The 

theme is .

14–16

What is the theme of the story? Think about what 

Chick learned. (He needs to go home to find his mother.)

Guide Ask children what the animals said to Chick and 

help identify the topic—going home. Point out the topic 

is often connected to the theme. Explain that the theme 

is the lesson Chick learned from the animals: He needs to 

go home to find his mother.
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Project

Draw a Map

• Draw a map of the farm 

with a partner. Show the 

animals and their houses. 

• Show how Chick found his 

way home. Draw Chick’s 

path on the map. 

• Write the name of each 

animal he talked to on 

your map.

Vocabulary & Language

Practice Fluency

• Read the story Go Home, 

Chick! to a partner. Think 

about how Chick said, “Is 

my mother here?” Think 

about how the animals 

said, “Go home, Chick!”

• Try different voices for 

Duck, Horse, and Rabbit. 

Read with a quiet or a 

sweet voice. Read with a 

loud voice.

• Discuss with your partner 

the voice Chick’s mother 

might have used. Take 

turns rereading the text 

on page 16. How does the 

Mother sound? How do 

you think she feels?

Hands-On Activity

Do Reader’s Theater

• Volunteer to be one of the 

characters in the story. 

(Chick, Duck, Cow, Horse, 

Rabbit, Pig, Dog, Mother)

• Get a copy of the story. 

Practice the pages you will 

read aloud.

• Present a Reader’s Theater 

production to the class. 

Have fun reading aloud 

your character’s part of 

the story.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

REREAD

Reread the text with children, focusing on fluency and meaning.

• What might you do if someone said to you, “Go home!”?

• What might happen if all the animals lived together in one house?

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Read about Chickens

• Work with a partner to find 

information online about 

chickens. 

• Draw or paint a picture 

of a chick, a hen, and a 

rooster. Label your picture 

with words that tell about 

each one. 

• Discuss what you learned 

with the group.

Response Writing

Write about Chick

• Think about what 

happened after Chick’s 

mother said, “Welcome 

home!”

• Imagine what Chick said 

to his mother. Write what 

Chick said to her. Use this 

as a model: Chick said, 

“I .”

• Draw a picture to go with 

your writing. 

• Share your writing with 

the group.
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