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Animals Go Home
GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT?

This text explores familiar animals and their homes. Photos provide details about 

the locations and appearances of the homes. The text includes a variety of sentence 

types, such as commands and questions. The varied sentences are used in a repeated 

pattern, creating an accessible introduction to a question-and-answer text structure.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Animal Homes habitat (n.), shelter (n.), survive (v.)

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL D  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Different kinds of animals have 

different kinds of homes.

• Wild animals live outside.

• Wild animals live in different 

places (habitats).

• Many pets live in people’s 

homes.

Key Vocabulary

home (p. 2)

nest (p. 3)

hole (p. 5)

web (p. 9)

hive (p. 11)

pond (p. 13)

house (p. 16)

Before reading, do a picture 

walk, naming each animal and 

its home. Briefly discuss the 

ideas that animals need a safe 

place to live and raise a family 

and that they build their homes 

in different ways.
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INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ...................................... 2

• Central Idea

• Make Connections

❍  Respond & Extend ....................................... 4

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Central Idea and Key Details

Make Connections

Informational Texts
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TEXT EVIDENCE

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Have children point to the nest that is built 

under the ground/above the ground. 
  ■  ■  The (rabbit’s/bird’s) nest is built . 

It is made of . 
  ■   Where is each nest built? 

What is each nest made of? 

6–7

How is the rabbit’s nest different from the bird’s nest? 

(The rabbit’s nest is built in the ground. It is made of dirt and 

grass. The bird’s nest is built in a tree. It is made of twigs  

and branches.)

Guide Review the photo on page 3. Have children tell where 

the bird’s nest is built. Then have them look at the photo 

on page 7 and tell where the rabbit’s nest is built. Guide a 

discussion about why the rabbit’s nest is built under the 

ground, and the bird’s nest is built above the ground.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Your home is a hole.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■ The snake lives in . 
  ■  ■ Where is the snake’s home? 
  ■ Describe the snake’s home. 

4–5

What kind of home does this snake have? (a hole)

Guide Ask children what they notice about the natural 

setting, or environment, where the snake lives. Discuss why 

a snake might live in a hole. Guide them to understand that a 

hole gives the snake a place to hide or sleep.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Point to and name details in the photos, such as 

the bird, the tree, the nest, the branches, and 

twigs. Have children repeat the names after you.

2–3

Where is this bird’s nest? (in a tree) What does this bird 

use to build its nest? (twigs and branches)

Discuss Have children point to the nest in the photo. Prompt 

them to look for clues that help them identify the materials the 

bird uses to build its nest. Discuss what other materials a bird 

might find to build a nest.

GENERATE INTEREST

Prompt children to make predictions and  

share connections.

• What is in a home? Why do animals need homes?

• Why do people need homes?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections. 

• habitat (n.), shelter (n.), survive (v.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Your home is not outside.

• Your home is my house!

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Add sketches to the concept web to help 

children connect words to concepts.

14–16

How is a dog’s home different from the other 

animals’ homes? (A dog can live in people’s homes.) 

What is this book about? (different kinds of homes that 

animals live in)

Create a Visual Reinforce the central idea, or topic, of 

the book by creating a concept web. Label the center 

circle “Places Animals Live.” Discuss the different kinds of 

places animals live, such as in trees, on the ground, and 

in the water. Add circles to the web for each place. Have 

children name animals that live in each place. Add their 

responses to the correct circles. Explain that the center 

circle tells what the book is about.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Your home is a pond.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Point to the pond and to the frog. Explain that 

this frog needs to stay moist, so this is why its 

home is the area in and around the pond. 

12–13

Where does a frog live? (in or near a pond)

Reread Have children reread page 13. Have them point 

to the word pond. Prompt children to notice photo clues 

showing that the frog lives both on land and in the water. 

Have children name other animals they know that live in 

or near the water.

8–11

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Your home is a web.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to the home that holds the 

most animals. 
  ■  ■  This beehive is a home for  bees. 

This bird’s nest is a home for  bird. 
  ■  What does the (hive/nest) look like?  

How many (bees/birds) live there? 

Where does a spider live? (on a web) Where is this 

hive? (in a tree) How is a beehive different from a 

bird’s nest? (Many bees live in a hive. A hive has lots of tiny 

holes for the bees to go in and out of.)

Discuss  Prompt children to look at the photo and 

describe details about the hive, such as the tiny holes and 

the number of bees that live in the hive. Then review the 

photo on page 3. Prompt children to notice details that 

help them understand how the bird’s nest is different, 

such as the twigs and branches and that only one bird 

lives there.
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REREAD

Reread the text with children, focusing on fluency and meaning.

• Why do different kinds of animals need different kinds of homes?

• What kind of home do you need?

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Use Text Evidence

• With a partner, use your 

hands to act out the way 

each animal gets home. 

Then make a list to show 

what you learned.

• Draw an animal you like and 

how it gets home. 

• Write or dictate to complete 

this sentence: My animal will 

 home.

• Share with the group.

Response Writing

Write about Going Home

• Think about how you  

travel to get home. Draw  

a picture of yourself  

going home.

• Using action words, such 

as skip, run, or ride, write 

or dictate to complete this 

sentence:  

I  home because 

 or I like to 

 home.

• Share with the group.

Project

Make a Creepy Spider

• Glue black and white 

construction paper back to 

back. Cut out a spider’s body 

and legs.

• Glue eight legs to the spider. 

Draw eyes.

• Write eight facts about 

spiders on the eight legs.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

Hands-On Activity

 Make an Animal

• Use clay or recycled 

materials to create an animal 

from the text. 

• Complete this sentence: My 

animal has . 

• Share with the group.

Vocabulary & Language

Explore Persuasion

• Pretend you are an animal 

selling your home. 

• Draw a picture of your home. 

Include lots of details in your 

picture. 

• Try to sell your home to a 

partner. You will love the 

home because . The 

home is made of . 

The home has .

• Talk about why or why not 

you and your animal friend 

wanted to buy one another’s 

homes.
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