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Art in Caves
by Alexandra Behr

Fountas-Pinnell Level R
Informational Text
Selection Summary
People started making art many thousands of years ago. As long as 
32,000 years ago, early people began to make paintings on cave walls. 
The most famous examples of cave art are found in France. Most cave 
paintings show animals that were important to early people’s survival.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational text

Text Structure • Divided into six sections with headings
• Presents multiple topics that represent subtopics of a larger topic: cave art

Content • Ancient cave paintings in Europe, especially in France
• Techniques used by prehistoric cave artists

Themes and Ideas • Early humans began making works of art at least 32,000 years ago.
• The reasons why early people made art are unknown.
• Cave art may have been created to show love and respect for the animals in the paintings, 

as teaching tools, as illustrations for stories, and for ceremonies.
Language and 

Literary Features
• Descriptive language
• Writer talks directly to the reader (second person)

Sentence Complexity • Amplifying information set off by dashes for emphasis
• Sentences with dependent and independent clauses

Vocabulary • Diffi cult concepts and words not defi ned in text: land bridge, extinct, iron oxide
• Place names and other proper nouns that may be challenging: Egypt, Egyptians, Europe

Words • Many multisyllable words: pyramids, decorate, realistic, illustrators, prehistoric
• Names of animals that may be unfamiliar: bison, reindeer, antelopes, mammoth, rhinos

Illustrations • Photographs with captions bearing additional information
• Maps and a time line

Book and Print Features • Pronunciation guides in parentheses for diffi cult place names
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Expand Your Vocabulary

cavern – a cave, often of large or 
unknown size, p. 6

ceremonies - formal acts or 
series of acts performed in 
some regular way according to 
fi xed rules, p. 11

engravings - something cut into 
the surface of wood, stone, or 
metal, p. 7

graffi ti - usually unlawful writing 
or drawing on a public surface, 
p. 2

minerals - a naturally occurring 
substance (as ore, petroleum, 
or water) obtained usually 
from the ground, p. 9

techniques - a method of 
accomplishing a desired aim, 
p. 10

Art in Caves by Alexandra Behr

Build Background
Help students use their knowledge of art to visualize the paintings in book. Build interest 
by asking questions such as the following: What would you like to paint on the walls of a 
cave? How long ago do you think people began making art? Read the title and author and 
talk about the cover illustration.

Introduce the Text
Guide students through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that this book is about ancient art—art made very long ago.
Suggested language: Turn to page 2 of this book. The heading asks the question: 
“How Old Is Art?” Have you ever thought about when people started making art? 
What materials do you think they might have used?

Page 5: Read aloud the caption for the map on page 5. Have students fi nd the 
place names as you read them aloud. Read the heading. Why would cave art be in 
an underground museum? 

Pages 6–7: Explain that the photos on these pages show examples of cave art. 
What do you mostly see in the paintings on these cavern, or cave, walls? Why do 
you think the cave painters mostly made images of animals?

Page 8: Explain that the time line shows when things happened. Point out that 
the earliest date is at the top of the time line, and the most recent dates are at the 
bottom. Read the question in the caption. What is the answer?

Page 10: Read the heading: Tricks and Techniques. Explain that techniques are 
different ways to make or do something. What techniques have we used in class to 
make art?
Now turn back to the beginning of the book and read to fi nd out about cave art.
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© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

3_305929_AL_LRTG_L07_ArtInCaves.indd   23_305929_AL_LRTG_L07_ArtInCaves.indd   2 7/28/09   4:05:32 PM7/28/09   4:05:32 PM



Read
Have students read silently while you listen to individual students read. Support their 
problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind students to use the Analyze/Evaluate Strategy  and to think 
about what they read, then form an opinion about it.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite students to share their personal responses to the book.
Suggested language: What do you think is the reason that early people made paintings in 
caves? Why do you think this?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help students understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Early humans began painting in 
caves at least 32,000 years ago.

• The most important cave-art 
sites are in Europe, especially in 
France.

• Most cave art represents images 
of animals that were important to 
early people.

• No one knows for sure why early 
humans created these images.

• Humans have been creating art 
for many thousands of years.

• Many ancient cave paintings are 
beautiful and moving.

• The maps, time line, 
photographs, and text help 
readers understand what cave 
art is and how it was made.

• The section headings tell the 
information in each text section.

• The author succeeded in her 
purpose to interest readers in 
ancient cave art.
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Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite students to choose a passage from the text and demonstrate phrased 

fl uent reading. Remind them that punctuation can help them stress words in a 
meaningful way to show they understand what they are reading.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the students’ reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind students to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind students that adding prefi xes and suffi xes to words 
changes the meaning of a word. Have students choose a word from the book and see 
how many different new words they can create by adding or removing prefi xes and 
suffi xes; for example: covered, uncovered, recovered, discovered, discovering.
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 7.9.

Responding
Have students complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Text and Graphic Features 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind students that paying attention to how 

words, photos, and other graphics work together can help them understand what they are 
reading. Model the skill, using a “Think Aloud” like the one below:

Think Aloud

The text on page 5 says that the most famous examples of cave art are in 
caves in Europe, especially France. The map at the top of the page shows 
me where France is, and the arrows point to two of the caves in France 
where art has been found. The map makes clear what the text says.

Practice the Skill
Have students share an example of the way in which they used the words and illustrations 
in a book to help them understand what they were reading.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have students write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about 
what happens in the text.

Assessment Prompts
• On page 12, the author says that we may never know for sure why the ancient cave 

paintings were made. Explain in your own words why this is true.

• Complete this sentence in your own words: From this book, the reader can tell that 

________________________________________________________________.

• Tell how you can use the words and pictures on page 6 to fi gure out the meaning of 
the word realistic.
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English Language Development
Reading Support Give English learners a “preview” of the text by holding a brief 
small-group discussion with them before reading the text with the entire group.

Vocabulary Provide help as needed with the meaning of words not defi ned in the 
text, such as ancient (page 2), decorate (page 4), extinct (page 7), complex (page 8), 
and research (page 12).

Oral Language Development
Check student comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches your students’ 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the student.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What is this book about?

Speaker 2: cave art

Speaker 1: Is cave art new or very old?

Speaker 2: It is very old.

Speaker 1: What is the carving on page 
4 made from?

Speaker 2: bone

Speaker 1: Where have most examples 
of cave art been found?

Speaker 2: They have been found in 
Europe.

Speaker 1: What do most of the 
paintings you see in this book show?

Speaker 2: They show different kinds of 
animals.

Speaker 1: How did ancient cave 
artists make the paints that they 
used?

Speaker 2: They ground up 
different kinds of minerals to 
make different colors. Then they 
mixed the minerals with liquids 
to make paint.

Read directions to students.

Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What did four teenagers in 

France discover in 1940?

an amazing cave with paintings made by artists 17,000 to 15,000 years ago

 2. Think within the text According to experts, how do 

the skills of the ancient artists compare with the skills of 

modern artists?

Early artists were just as skilled as today’s artists.

 3. Think beyond the text Do you feel a connection 

to ancient people as you look at the photographs of 

paintings from thousands of years ago?  Explain.

Responses will vary.

 4. Think about the text Why do you think the author 

uses a time line on page 8?  Was the time line helpful as 

you read the text?  Explain your answer.

The time line organizes main ideas in the text. It helped me review the

information and check my understanding.

Making Connections Cave art provides a record of how people 
lived long ago.  How could you leave a record of life in your 
community?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Possible responses shown.

Critical Thinking
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Name  Date 

Art in Caves
Thinking Beyond the Text

Think about the question below. Then write your answer in one or two 
paragraphs. 

Early people mostly carved and painted images of the animals that were 
important to them. Look at one of the photographs in the book, such as the 
photo on page 7 or the photo on page 13. Then use the information in the 
book to explain why the painting was created. You can write the the 
explanation in the first person point of view, as if you were the early artist. 
Remember when you use the first person point of view, you use “I.”

6 Lesson 7: Art in CavesGrade 3
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Critical Thinking
Read and answer the questions.

 1. Think within the text What did four teenagers in 

France discover in 1940?

 2. Think within the text According to experts, how do 

the skills of the ancient artists compare with the skills of 

modern artists?

 3. Think beyond the text Do you feel a connection 

to ancient people as you look at the photographs of 

paintings from thousands of years ago? Explain.

 4. Think about the text Why do you think the author 

uses a time line on page 8? Was the time line helpful as 

you read the text? Explain your answer.

Making Connections Cave art provides a record of how people 
lived long ago. How could you leave a record of life in your 
community?

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.
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Running Record Form

Art in Caves • LEVEL R

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

ˆcat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

11

12

No one knows for sure why early humans painted images on 

cave walls. Most of the paintings show animals that were 

important to early people’s survival. The painters may have 

wanted to show their love and respect for these creatures. 

Maybe they used their art to teach children about these 

animals. Perhaps these artists were like modern book 

illustrators, making paintings on cave walls to illustrate stories. 

The art may also have been used for ceremonies.

Today, scientists are still doing research to figure out the 

mysteries of this amazing ancient art. We may never know 

for sure why ancient artists painted these pictures.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 
correctly/104 × 

100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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