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What Is in the Wind?
by Erik Barneveld

Fountas-Pinnell Level L
Informational Text
Selection Summary
When air warms, it rises; cooler air sinks. This movement of air makes 
wind. Wind direction and speed can be measured. Wind can be both 
helpful and harmful.
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Characteristics of the Text 
Genre • Informational text

Text Structure • Cause-and-effect text structure
• Five sections with titles, each section explaining a different aspect of wind

Content • Description of wind and explanation of what causes wind
• Helpful and damaging wind

Themes and Ideas • Wind is moving air, caused by warming and cooling air masses.
• Wind can be felt and measured; its effects can be seen.
• Wind can be useful, but it can cause damage, too.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Clear, straightforward language
• Descriptive, but not fi gurative language

Sentence Complexity • Many short sentences
• Some longer compound and complex sentences: Windmills use the wind to grind wheat 

and corn to make fl our and other kinds of food.
• Sentences with nouns in series: They can hurt people, trees, and buildings.

Vocabulary • Words related to wind and weather: direction, windmills, tornado, hurricanes, lightning
Words • Many two- and three-syllable words

• Words with complex spelling patterns: direction, buildings, dangerous, measuring
• Some words with more than three syllables: electricity, television

Illustrations • Illustrations support text.
• Diagram showing movement of air, clearly explained in text

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text, graphics on every page
• Headings defi ning sections
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Target Vocabulary

bend – to cause something to 
curve without breaking it, p. 2

beware – to be very careful and 
alert, p. 9

damage – harm or hurt 
something, p. 7

equal – two things are the same, 
p. 6

fl ash – a short burst of light, p. 8
pounding – hitting or hammering 

again and again, p. 8

prevent – keep something from 
happening, p. 9

reach – get to a place, p. 7

What Is in the Wind? by Erik Barneveld

Build Background
Help children use their knowledge of wind to think about this book. Build interest by 
asking questions such as the following: Have you ever been outside on a very windy day? 
What did the wind feel like? Read the title and author and talk about the cover photograph. 
Point out that the book is informational text, so the words and photos will give facts about 
the topic.

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and helping with unfamiliar 
language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. Here are some 
suggestions:

Page 3: Explain that this book gives a lot of information about wind.
Suggested language: Turn to page 3 and look at the diagram. It shows how wind 
is caused by warm air moving up and cool air moving down. According to the 
diagram, what warms the air?

Page 5: Draw attention to the heading at the top of this page. This book is divided 
into sections. You can read the heading on the top of some pages to learn what 
that section is about. The heading of this section is: Helpful Winds. How do you 
think wind can be helpful? What clue does the windmill in the photo give?

Page 7: Turn to page 7 and look at the picture of a tornado. A tornado is a powerful 
storm. Some winds in a tornado can reach the speed of a fast train. What kind of 
damage, or harm, do you think that kind of wind can do?

Pages 8–9: Look at the picture that runs across these pages. It shows a powerful 
storm. Storm warnings tell people to beware of storms like this and try to protect 
themselves and their homes. Why is it important to be careful when a dangerous 
storm is about to hit?

Now turn back to the beginning of the book and learn all about wind.

2 Lesson 8: What Is in the Wind?Grade 2
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Read
Have children read What Is in the Wind? silently while you listen to individual students 
read. Support their problem solving and fl uency as needed.

Remind children to use the Visualize Strategy  to picture what is 
happening as they read.

Discuss and Revisit the Text
Personal Response
Invite children to share their personal responses to the book. 
Suggested language: What did you learn about wind that you didn’t know before?

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these points:

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Warm air rises, cold air sinks, 
and this movement of air makes 
wind.

• Weather vanes measure the 
direction of wind; wind speed 
can also be measured.

• Wind helps people stay cool, 
helps sailboats move, and can 
grind grains and make electricity.

• The powerful winds in a tornado 
or hurricane can cause damage. 

• Wind is moving air, caused by 
warming and cooling air masses

• Wind can be felt and measured; 
its effects can be seen.

• Wind can be useful, but it can be 
harmful, too.

• Section headings tell what is in 
each section.

• The author uses description and 
cause and effect to organize the 
book.

• A diagram helps explain 
information in the text.

• The author’s purpose is to 
inform readers about wind.

© 2006. Fountas, I.C. & Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Heinemann, Portsmouth, N.H.

Choices for Further Support
• Fluency Invite children to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind them 

to pay attention to punctuation and to pause at commas in longer sentences.

• Comprehension Based on your observations of the children’s reading and discussion, 
revisit parts of the text to clarify or extend comprehension. Remind children to go 
back to the text to support their ideas.

• Phonics/Word Work Provide practice as needed with words and word parts, using 
examples from the text. Remind children that some words, called homographs, have 
the same spelling, but different meanings, and sometimes different pronunciations. 
Point out that the word wind can also be pronounced with a long /i/ sound. Tear/tear 
(page 7) is another example of a homograph. Work with students to make a list of 
homographs.

3 Lesson 8: What Is in the Wind?Grade 2
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Writing about Reading
Critical Thinking
Have students complete the Critical Thinking questions on BLM 8.8.

Responding
Have children complete the activities at the back of the book. Use the instruction below as 
needed to reinforce or extend understanding of the comprehension skill.

Target Comprehension Skill
Main Ideas and Details 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that they should think about the 

important ideas and details in a book. Model the skill, using this “Think Aloud”:

Think Aloud

I can tell one important idea about wind by thinking about some of the 
details in the book. Wind can cool us off. It can make sailboats move. It 
can grind grains and make electricity. These details help me see that wind 
can be helpful.

Practice the Skill
Have children use details from the book to show that wind can also cause trouble.

Writing Prompt: Thinking Beyond the Text
Have children write a response to the prompt on page 6. Remind them that when they 
think beyond the text, they use what they know and their own experience to think about 
what happens in the book.

Assessment Prompts
• What is the author’s purpose for writing this book?

• Which words on page 9 help the reader to understand the meaning of the word 
prevent?

4 Lesson 8: What Is in the Wind?Grade 2
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

1. How do warm air and cold air move? 

Warmer air moves up. Cooler air moves down.

2. How would you protect yourself if you heard a 

storm warning?

Possible response: I would make sure to go inside. I would 

bring all of my things inside the house so they wouldn’t fl y 

around.

3. Why do you think it’s important to measure the 

speed of the wind?  Explain your answer. 

Possible response: It is important to know if strong winds 

are coming. People can protect themselves from strong 

winds if they get a warning.

Making Connections You read about the wind in both What 
Is in the Wind?  and Super Storms. How is the wind helpful to 
people?  How is it harmful? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Grade 2, Unit 2: Nature Watch

Name Date 

10

What Is in the Wind?
Think About It

 Lesson 8
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  8 . 8

Think About It
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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First Pass

English Language Development
Reading Support Check regularly on children’s oral reading to determine accuracy,
fl uency, and comprehension.

Idioms Help children understand the term wind farms on page 6.

Oral Language Development
Check children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their English 
profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What moves to make wind?

Speaker 2: air

Speaker 1: What do “wind farms” 
make?

Speaker 2: electricity

Speaker 1: What does a weather vane 
measure?

Speaker 2: wind direction

Speaker 1: How fast can winds in a 
tornado be?

Speaker 2: Winds in a tornado can be as 
fast as a train.

Speaker 1: Where can people watch 
storm warnings?

Speaker 2: They can watch on the 
television.

Speaker 1: How is wind useful?

Speaker 2: It helps people 
grind wheat and corn; helps 
people stay cool; and can make 
electricity.

Speaker 1: What are hurricanes?

Speaker 2: Hurricanes are 
powerful storms that begin over 
the ocean.

5 Lesson 8: What Is in the Wind?Grade 2
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Name  Date 

What Is in the Wind?
Thinking Beyond the Text

Imagine that your town is thinking about building a wind farm. 
Write a letter to the town newspaper. Tell why you think a wind farm is – or 
is not – a good idea. Use information from the book to support your opinion.

6 Lesson 8: What Is in the Wind?Grade 2
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Think About It
Read and answer the questions.

 1. How do warm air and cold air move? 

 2. How would you protect yourself if you heard a 

storm warning?

 3. Why do you think it’s important to measure the 

speed of the wind?  Explain your answer. 

Making Connections You read about the wind in both What 
Is in the Wind?  and Super Storms. How is the wind helpful to 
people?  How is it harmful? 

Write your answer in your Reader’s Notebook.

Name  Date 

What Is in the Wind?
Think About It

 Lesson 8
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  8 . 8
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What Is in the Wind?
Running Record Form

What Is in the Wind? • LEVEL L
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Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

4

You can feel the wind blow. Your hair blows 

in the breeze. You can also see the wind blow. 

The wind can bend branches. It can send a kite 

sailing through the sky.

Wind is moving air. When the sun warms 

the ground, air near the ground gets warmer. 

The warm air is lighter and moves up. Cooler 

air moves down and fills in the place where the 

warm air was. This movement of air makes 

wind.

Wind is measured by the direction it comes 

from. A weather vane is often found on top of 

a building or barn.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/99 × 100)

 %

Total Self- 
Corrections 
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