
Characteristics of the Text 
Genre •Realistic fi ction

Text Structure • Third-person narrative
• Problem introduced on the second page, solved by the end

Content • Art and creativity
• Having a hard time doing a project successfully

Themes and Ideas • Mistakes can be turned into positive experiences.
• Your work may not look like everyone else’s, but it can be satisfying.

Language and 
Literary Features

• Simple, clear language, with some dialogue
• Some split dialogue

Sentence Complexity • Some simple sentences: Paco looked at Marisol.
• Some longer sentences: “It looks like my snowman took a bite out of his hat!” 

Paco moaned.
Vocabulary • Words relating to art: scissors, paper, snip, circle, square, rip, straight, curved, glued

Words • Many high frequency words: above, bear, even, pushed, studied, surprised, teacher, 
toward 

• Some challenging words: scissors, straight, sighed
Illustrations • Pictures support each page of text.

Book and Print Features • Nine pages of text, illustrations on every page
• Six to eight lines of text on a page
• Use of ellipses: Paco smiled …and began planning his next art project.
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Paco’s Snowman
by Lisa Torres

Fountas-Pinnell Level I
Realistic Fiction
Selection Summary
Paco is frustrated when he tries to make paper snowmen with his 
classmates. Everyone else cuts out perfect shapes, but Paco can’t 
control his scissors. When his teacher admires his unique artwork, 
Paco begins to enjoy the assignment and looks forward to more 
art projects.

1_300207_OL_LRTG_L26_Paco'sSnowman.indd   1 11/3/09   10:45:47 PM



Paco’s Snowman by Lisa Torres

Build Background
Read the title to children and point out the snowman in the cover illustration. Encourage 
children to use their knowledge of school and art to think about the story. Anticipate the 
text with questions such as these: Do you enjoy art projects? Is it easy for you to use 
scissors? What do you do if you make a mistake on a picture?

Introduce the Text
Guide children through the text, noting important ideas and helping with 
unfamiliar language and vocabulary so they can read the text successfully. 
Here are some suggestions:

Page 2: Explain that in this story, Paco has a problem he has to solve. 
Suggested language: Turn to page 2. Miss Perez is Paco’s teacher. Find the 
word teacher and put your fi nger under it. Miss Perez passes out scissors to her 
students. Look at Paco’s face in the picture. How do you think he feels about the 
upcoming art project? How can you tell? 

Page 3: Paco is having a hard time using the scissors. Sometimes they even got 
stuck on the paper. Say the word even. What letter would you expect to see fi rst 
in the word even? Find the word even and put your fi nger under it. What is Paco’s 
problem? How can he try to solve it?

Pages 6–7: Remind children that they can use information in the pictures to help 
them read. Point out Paco’s snowman and his expression in both pictures. Paco 
pushed his paper toward his teacher. Act out how Paco would do that. How do you 
think he feels about his snowman? Why do you think he feels that way?

Now go back to the beginning and read to fi nd out about Paco’s snowman.

above

bear

even

pushed

studied

surprised

teacher

toward

Words to Know
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Read
As the children read, observe them carefully. Guide them as needed, using language that 
supports their problem solving ability.

Respond to the Text
Personal Response
Ask children to share their personal responses to the story. Begin by asking what they 
liked best about the story, or what they found most interesting.
Suggested language: How do you think Paco felt at the end of the book? 

Ways of Thinking
As you discuss the text, help children understand these teaching points:  

Thinking Within the Text Thinking Beyond the Text Thinking About the Text

• Paco’s class is making pictures 
of snowmen out of paper.

• Paco has trouble with scissors, 
so his snowman is covered with 
scraps of ripped paper.

• His teacher helps Paco realize 
that just because his snowman 
is different and even though he 
has trouble with scissors, he can 
still  make good art.

• Mistakes can be turned into 
positive experiences.

• Your work may not look like 
everyone else’s, but it can be 
satisfying.

• Sometimes a shift in perspective 
can make a world of difference. 

• The author uses details to show 
how children make different 
snowmen.

• Paco’s feelings are refl ected in 
the illustrations.
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Choices for Support
Fluency
Invite children to choose a passage from the text to read aloud. Remind them to use rising 
and falling tones related to meaning and punctuation.

Phonemic Awareness and Word Work
Provide practice as needed with words and sounds, using one of the following activities:
• Clapping Syllables Have children hear and say syllables in words from the book: 

above, polar bear, snowmen, circle, idea, surprised, teacher, pushed, etc. Have them 
clap on each syllable: a-bove, po-lar-bear, snow-men, cir-cle, i-de-a, sur-prised, teach-
er, pushed , etc.

• Listening Game Have children listen for words that begin with the same sound. Have 
children raise their hands if the words begin with the same sound, and keep their 
hands in their laps if the beginning letter is different. Say pairs of words from the 
story, including: Paco/paper; slipped/scissors; slipped/slid; walked/moaned; like/lines; 
glued/belly; carrot/cut; nose/curves.
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Writing About Reading
Critical Thinking
Read the directions for children on BLM 26.8 and guide them in answering the questions.

Responding
Read aloud the questions at the back of the book and help children complete the activities.

Target Comprehension Skill
Compare and Contrast 

Target Comprehension Skill
 Remind children that when they compare and 

contrast they tell how two things are alike or not. Model how to compare and contrast: 

Think Aloud

Let’s compare and contrast Paco’s picture and his classmates’ pictures. 
They are all made out of paper. They all show colorful snowmen. But 
some things are different. Paco’s classmates cut out perfect circles and 
perfect squares. They cut straight or curved lines. Paco’s scissors ripped 
the paper. Paco’s snowman looked different from all the other snowmen.  

Practice the Skill
Have children choose another story and compare and contrast the actions of two 
characters in that story.

Writing Prompt
Read aloud the following prompt. Have children write their response, using the writing 
prompt on page 6.

In this story, Paco makes an important discovery about art projects. What do you think he 
learned? How do you think he will feel about doing the next art project? Use details from 
the story in your answer. 
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Read directions to children.

Think About It
Write an answer to the question. Responses may vary.

1. Why does Paco finally like doing art?

He makes a different snowman, which

his teacher likes.

Making Connections Think about something you 

made that you did not like at first. Write some 

sentences about why you changed your mind. 

10 Grade 1, Unit 6: Three Cheers for Us!

Name 

Think About It
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Paco’s Snowman
Think About It
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English Language Learners
Front-Load Vocabulary Help children with challenging words, such as scissors, 
sighed, circle, square, straight, and laughed.

Oral Language Development
Check the children’s comprehension, using a dialogue that best matches their 
English profi ciency level. Speaker 1 is the teacher, Speaker 2 is the child.

Beginning/ Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced/ Advanced

Speaker 1: What are the children 
making?

Speaker 2: snowmen

Speaker 1: What doesn’t Paco like to 
use?

Speaker 2: scissors

Speaker 1: Who is Miss Perez?

Speaker 2:  the teacher

Speaker 1: What does Marisol cut?

Speaker 2: a perfect circle

Speaker 1: What happens when Paco 
tries to cut?

Speaker 2: His scissors rip the paper.

Speaker 1: What does Miss Perez 
say about Paco’s picture.

Speaker 2: She says, “I like that 
idea!”

Speaker 1: How does Paco feel 
about his picture in the end?

Speaker 2: He likes it and he 
wants to do more are projects.

5 Lesson 26: Paco’s SnowmanGrade 1
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Name  Date 

Paco’s Snowman
In this story, Paco makes an important discovery 
about art projects. What do you think he learned? 
How do you think he will feel about doing the next art 
project? Use details from the story in your answer. 
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Think About It
Write an answer to the question. 

 1. Why does Paco finally like doing art?

Making Connections Think about something you 

made that you did not like at first. Write some 

sentences about why you changed your mind. 

Name 

Paco’s Snowman
Think About It

 Lesson 26
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Paco’s Snowman
Running Record Form

Paco’s Snowman • LEVEL I

Behavior Code Error

Read word correctly ✓
cat 0

Repeated word, 
sentence, or phrase

®
cat

0

Omission —cat 1

Behavior Code Error

Substitution cut
cat 1

Self-corrects cut sc
cat 0

Insertion the

cat 1

Word told T
cat 1

page Selection Text Errors Self-Corrections

2

3

“Class, we’re making snowmen!” 

said Paco’s teacher, Miss Perez.

“With snow?” asked Paco.

“With scissors and paper,” she said.

Miss Perez passed out the scissors.

Paco studied his scissors and frowned.

Paco did not like to use scissors.

They just felt strange in his hand.

Paco tried to open and close

the scissors to cut his paper.

But the scissors slipped and slid.

Sometimes they even got stuck.

Paco sighed.

Comments: Accuracy Rate 
(# words read 

correctly/70 x 100)

 %

Self-Correction 
Rate 

(# errors + # 
Self-Corrections/ 
Self-Corrections)

1: 
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