
How do you decide on the best purchase among 
various options?
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Using Unit Prices
You often need to make purchasing decisions based upon price. Finding the 
lower unit price is often the way to determine the better buy. 

Silvie went to a local warehouse store to buy her family’s 
favorite sports drink. Which of the two options described 
below is the better buy?

Value Pack Sport Pack

24 0.5-liter bottles 18 0.75-liter bottles

$9.24 $11.88

Find the total amount of the sports 
drink in each purchase. 

Value Pack: 24(0.5) = 12 liters 

Sport Pack: 18(0.75) = 13.5 liters

Find each unit price.

Value Pack Sports Pack

The Value Pack is a better buy, because $0.77 < $0.88.

EXAMPLEXAMPLE 1

STEP 1

STEP 2

  $9.24
 ______ 

12 liters
   = $0.77 per liter   $11.88

 _______ 
13.5 liters

   = $0.88 per liter

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

L E S S O N

13.3
Making Purchasing 
Decisions

1. Financial Literacy Manny must choose between a pack of four 
6.5-ounce containers of yogurt for $3.77 or three 8-ounce containers 
at $1.29 each. Which is the better buy? Why?

YOUR TURN

Math Talk
Mathematical Processes

 Personal financial 
literacy—7.13.F Analyze 
and compare monetary 
incentives, including sales, 
rebates, and coupons.

7.13.F

Suppose a very large box of 
cereal has a lower unit price 

than a small box. Why 
might the small box be 

the better choice 
for you?

Multiply the 
number of 
bottles by 
the number 
of ounces.
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Analyzing Sales
Sales and discounts may affect your choice when considering several purchase 
options. Some discounts are fixed amounts, while others are percents or 
fractions of the original price.

Nathan plans on hiking this summer and 
wants to buy a solar charger for his cell 
phone and notebook computer. He finds the 
charger that he wants at two stores. Which 
store has the lower price for the charger?

Regular price Discount

Kitt’s $89.99 30% off

Rec Plus $79.99 $15 off

Find the discount price at each store. 

      Kitt’s            Rec Plus

discount = regular - discount  discount = regular - discount
   price   price        price   price
        = $89.99 - 0.3($89.99)        = $79.99   - $15.00
        = $89.99 - $26.997       = $64.99
        = $62.993

To the nearest cent, the discount  The discount price at Rec Plus is
price at Kitt’s is $62.99.       $64.99.

 Compare the discounted prices.

Kitt’s offers the lower price, because $62.99 < $64.99.

Reflect
2. Critical Thinking Why might Nathan choose the higher priced item? 

EXAMPLE 2

STEP 1

STEP 2

3. Nathan finds a backpack at Kitt’s that is regularly $84.99, but is on sale for 
   off. The same backpack is regularly $72.99 at Rec Plus but is on sale for 
25% off. Which is a better buy? Explain.

 

YOUR TURN

  1 _ 3  

7.13.F

418 Unit 7

©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iff

lin
 H

ar
co

ur
t P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 Co
m

pa
ny

 • 
Im

ag
e C

re
di

ts:
 ©

 D
av

id
 B

ur
to

n 
/ 

Al
am

y

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info”
CorrectionKey=B

7_MTXESE050877_U7M13L3.indd   418 29/01/14   10:06 AM



My Notes

Math Trainer
Online Assessment 

and Intervention

Personal 

my.hrw.com

Math On the Spot

my.hrw.com

Comparing Sales, Rebates, and 
Coupons
When you buy an item on sale or use a discount coupon, you pay less than 
full price for the item and generally pay tax on the sale price. When you get a 
rebate, you usually pay full price for the item and the tax on that price, and then 
get a refund later.

Cedelia can get the same running 
shoes at two different stores. 
She wants to get two pairs of 
the same style. Which is the 
better buy?

Go Run Shoe Shoppe

Regular price: $109

$5 off:       - 5

Total:     $104

She pays $104 for 2 pairs.

Regular price: $89

Rebate:     - 30

Total:     $59

She pays 2 × $59 = $118 for 2 pairs.

Go Run has the better buy because $104 < $118.

Reflect
4. What If? Suppose the total price at Shoe Shoppe had been $103? What 

are some conditions of a rebate that would make it a better decision to 
buy the shoes at Go Run?

EXAMPLEXAMPLE 3

Go Run Shoe Shoppe

Reg. price: $109

Take $5 off 1 pair.

Buy 1 pair, get 1 
pair free.

Reg. price: $89

Mail-in rebate: $30
per pair (limit 2)

5. Greta wants to buy 3 jars of honey. Food Mart sells it for $8.99 with a 
“Buy 2, get 1 free” offer. Leona’s sells it for $8.49 with a coupon for 50% 
off with a limit of 2 coupons. Which store has the better deal?

YOUR TURN

7.13.F

419Lesson 13.3
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Guided Practice

Which is the better buy? Write an inequality to justify your answer.

1. The Corner Store sells 4 bottles of energy drink for $11.56. Bev’s sells 
6 bottles for $17.94. Which is the better buy? (Example 1)

   _________    =     /bottle        _________    =     /bottle

2. You can buy a 2-pound loaf of bread for $2.50 or a 2-pack of 1  1 _ 2   -pound 
loaves for $3.30. Which is the better buy? (Example 1)

 

3. Marta can buy a 6-pack of 15-ounce cans of broth for $11.29 or three 
32-ounce containers for $10.97. Which is the better buy? (Example 1)

6(15) =     oz          3(32)       oz

  $11.29 _______    ≈     /oz          $10.97 _______    ≈     /oz

4. Zena can get an item online for $19 that 
weighs 8 pounds. Shipping and handling 
costs $0.49 per pound. She can also buy the 
same item locally for $26.95, and she has 
a $5 off coupon. Which is the better buy? 
(Example 2)

5. A take-and-bake pizza chain has several 
coupons, which cannot be used together. 
J.D. is buying a pizza that costs $17.90. 
Should he use a $5 off coupon or a 35% off 
coupon? (Example 2)

6. The King family buys an HDTV selling for 
$825 at PanView with a 20% off coupon and 
a rebate of $125. They later see the TV on 
sale at Rey’s TVs for $555. Did they get the 
better deal? (Example 3)

7. Credit card A has an annual fee of $50 but 
gives you a rebate at the end of the year of 
2% of your total purchases. Credit card B has 
no annual fee or rebate. If you spend about 
$150 a month, which card is better for you? 
(Example 3)

8. Is the lower unit price always the best buy?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION CHECK-IN???

420 Unit 7
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Name  Class  Date 

Independent Practice

9. Store 1 has a price of $99 on an MP3 player. Store 2 is offering the same 
MP3 player at a sale price of 25% off their regular price of $125. Jerusha 
wants to buy an MP3 player. From which store should she buy it? Explain.

10. Multistep Randy wants trail mix for his hiking trip. The ready-made trail 
mix costs $8.95 for 1.5 pounds. The costs of the bulk ingredients to make 
one pound of trail mix are as follows: salted peanuts—$1.25, raisins—$1.70, 
sunflower seeds—$0.50, cashews—$0.87, and almonds—$0.65. If Randy 
plans to take 6 pounds of trail mix, which option is cheaper? How much 
does he save by choosing the cheaper option? 

11. Tyron and Penelope both bought 4-wheelers. Tyron paid $199 up front, 
and will pay the remainder in 12 payments of $50 each. Penelope paid 
nothing up front, and will make 18 payments of $49. Who got the better 
buy? Explain.

12. Financial Literacy T’Shonda is buying a laptop 
computer. She will pay 8% sales tax on the price 
before any rebates. Where will she get a better 
buy? Explain.

13. Critical Thinking What single discount is equal to a 
discount of    off followed by an additional 10% off the sale price? 

14. Make a Conjecture John is comparing the prices of two bags of the 
same cereal. He notices that the larger bag holds 10 more ounces and 
costs $1.50 more. How can he use the unit price of the smaller bag to 
decide the better buy? Explain.

  1 _ 4  

13.3
7.13.F
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Work Area

15. Draw Conclusions Mr. Jaros has the following options for buying a 
digital video recorder and access to the recording service for 2 years.
DiV: $49.99 digital video recorder, 2-year subscription at $16.98 a month
TVU: Free digital video recorder, 2-year commitment at $19.95 a month
a. Which is the better deal? Explain.

b. What If? Suppose each offer were for 1 year. Would that change your 
answer? Explain.

c. Make a Conjecture Find the difference in monthly rates. Divide the 
cost of the DiV digital video recorder by the difference and round up 
to the nearest whole number. What does this quotient represent?

16. Analyze Relationships Sandy wants to buy 5 pounds of apples. She has 
a coupon for $1.00 off for every 3 pounds of apples. She gets to the store 
and discovers that apples are on sale for $0.75 a pound. Is it cheaper for 
her to buy 5 pounds or 6 pounds? Explain.

17. Draw Conclusions Two stores have a sale on T-shirts originally priced at 
$8.50. Yeager’s has a “Buy 2, get 1 free” sale. Gample’s has a 30% off sale. 
Dirk wants to buy only 2 T-shirts. Which is the better buy for him? Explain 
your reasoning.

18. Represent Real-World Problems Suppose you are buying books from 
an online store, and the total price of your books is $39. Orders of $50 or 
more for eligible items qualify for free shipping. Would you buy more to 
qualify for free shipping? Or would you check out with only the books 
you have in your shopping cart? Explain your answer.

FOCUS ON HIGHER ORDER THINKING

422 Unit 7
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