
InDesign Notes
1. This is a list

InCopy Notes
1. This is a list

? ESSENTIAL QUESTION

Exploring Methods to Pay 
for College
What you do in middle school affects your future so learning about ways to pay 
for college now is a good idea. The government and other organizations offer 
help. There are grants, usually for students who need money the most; work-
study programs which allow students to earn money; and scholarships, 
awarded to students based on achievement.

Work with a partner to research online and complete the following table.

How to Pay for College

What is it? How can I qualify?

Grants

Savings

Scholarship

Loans

Work-study

Reflect
 1. Communicate Mathematical Ideas Which methods would you choose 

to pay for college? Explain why you would choose those methods.

L E S S O N

18.3 Paying for College

EXPLORE ACTIVITY 1

How can you pay for college?

 Personal 
financial literacy—
6.14.G Explain various 
methods to pay for college 
including through savings, 
grants, scholarships, student 
loans, and work-study.

6.14.G
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Explaining Different Methods 
to Pay for College
Websites are a common tool for sharing information. Website designers 
sometimes create a storyboard to plan and organize the information they want 
to include in the website.

Complete the storyboard for a website to help others learn about different 
ways to pay for college. Include a brief description and a benefit for each 
method listed on the storyboard. 

Paying for College Website storyboard

Grants

Savings

Scholarships

Loans

Reflect
 2. Critical Thinking Explain how you chose what information to include 

about each method of paying for college.

EXPLORE ACTIVITY 2

Students with the most need for financial assistance may qualify for grants such as the Federal Pell Grant 
or the Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant. Students do not have to repay grants.

6.14.G

Unit 7542
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Math On the Spot

my.hrw.com

Solving Problems About 
Paying for College
Many students use a combination of methods to pay for college.

One year of classes at the University of North Texas costs $10,000. Mariano 
has received a grant that will pay $500 and a scholarship for $4,500. He 
wants to get a job to pay 25% of the remainder of the costs and hopes to 
get a loan to cover the rest of the costs for one year. How much does he 
need to earn on his job, and how much will he need to borrow?

Analyze Information

 Rewrite the question as a statement.
•  Find the amount Mariano will need to make to earn 25% of the costs 

of one year of classes after deducting the grant and scholarship.
• Find the amount he will need to borrow to cover the remainder.

List the important information:
• One year of classes costs $10,000.
• Mariano has a grant for $500 and a scholarship for $4,500.

Formulate a Plan

 Add his grant and scholarship and subtract this from his expenses to find 
the amount he needs. Then find 25% of that amount. This is what Mariano 
plans to earn. The remaining amount he plans to borrow.

Justify and EvaluateJustify and EvaluateSolve

Find how much money Mariano will need.

$10, 000 – ($500 + $4,500) = $5,000

 Find 25% of this amount.

 0.25 × $5,000 = $1,250

 Subtract the amount he plans to earn from the 
amount he needs.

 $5,000 – $1,250 = $3,750

 Mariano needs to earn $1,250.

 He needs to borrow $3,750.

Justify and Evaluate

 The sum of Mariano’s grant, scholarship, job earnings, and amount 
borrowed is equal to $10,000. The answer is reasonable.

EXAMPLEXAMPLE 1 Problem
Solving

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

6.14.G

Subtract the amount of 
his grant and scholarship 
from $10,000.
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Math Trainer
Online Assessment 

and Intervention

Personal 

my.hrw.com

3. Angela is attending the University of Texas, where the tuition is $12,000 a 
year. She has a scholarship that pays $6,000 and a grant for $1,000. She also 
has a job at the campus bookstore. If her job pays her $50 every day that 
she works, how many days would she need to work to pay for 50% of the 

remaining amount?                         

YOUR TURN

Guided Practice

1. Michael is graduating from high school soon and wants to attend college. 
He did not earn any scholarships or save any money to help pay for 
college. What are some methods you would suggest for Michael to use to 
pay for college? Why? (Explore Activities 1 and 2)

2. Kiera is in her last year of college at the University of Houston. 
She has a scholarship that pays 75% of her costs. Her classes cost 
$14,000 for the year. How much money does she still need to pay 
the costs not paid by her scholarship? What are some methods she 
can use to pay them? (Explore Activities 1 and 2, Example 1)

3. Jim wants to go to college. He does not have enough money to 
attend a four-year university, so he plans to attend El Paso Community 
College until he saves enough money to transfer to a university. Jim has 
$2,300 saved, but El Paso Community College costs $8,000 a year. He 
received a $1,000 grant and wants to work to earn 50% of the remaining 
cost. How much money does he need to earn from his job? (Example 1)

4. Other than the cost of tuition, there are many things a college student 
has to pay for. What are some other expenses? (Explore Activities 1 and 2)

5. What are some methods you can use to pay for college?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION CHECK-IN???

Unit 7544
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Independent Practice18.3

Name  Class  Date  

6. College tuition usually increases over time.  
You are interested in two colleges, A and 
B. College A plans to increase tuition by 
$500 per year for the next 6 years. College 
B plans to increase tuition by $850 for each 
of the next 6 years. 

a. Complete the table to determine 
which college will cost more in 6 years.

b. Suppose you attend College A or 
College B in 2018. College A offers 
a grant that will pay $5,000 and a 
scholarship that pays 25% of your 
tuition, while College B only offers a 
scholarship that covers 60% of your 
tuition. How much do you still need to 
pay for each college? Show your work.

c. Suppose that College B reduces its 
scholarship to 50% of your tuition 
but adds a grant worth $2,000. Which 
college costs more in 2018? Explain.

7. Make a Prediction Suppose your parents 
started saving for your college education 
when you were 5 years old. Assume they 
saved $300 the first year, $325 the second 
year, $350 the third year, and so on, 
increasing each year’s contribution by $25. 
If you are 17 in the last year of contributions, 
how much will have been saved in all?

8. Communicate Mathematical Ideas 
Explain the difference between a 
scholarship and a loan.

9. Lisa has a scholarship that pays for 75% 
of her tuition for all four years she attends 
college. What is the total amount the 
scholarship is worth if Lisa’s classes cost 

$12,000 per year?             

10. Darren wants to attend a college that costs 
$15,000 per year. His parents have enough 
money saved to pay for 45% of his costs for 
two years. How much money have Darren’s 
parents saved for his college costs? Explain 
your answer.

College A College B

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

$12,000 $10,000

6.14.G
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11. Multistep Susan is trying to decide whether 
to attend Texas A&M University or Midland 
College. She made a table to compare the 
costs of the two colleges, including tuition 
and fees. She also considered financial aid 
offers by each college. 

a. What is the total cost per year for Texas 

A&M?           

b. How much would Susan have to pay to go to Texas A&M?       

12. Critique Reasoning William will be attending college next year. He 
thinks that even though the tuition is higher at College A it will cost 
less overall because it is in-state and College B is not. Do you agree with 
William? Explain. 

13. Multistep There are 4 years left until Desmond attends college. He 
wants to go full time for 4 years to a college that costs $25,000 a year. His 
parents’ goal is to save enough to pay 75% of the cost. There is currently 
$60,000 in an account they set up. Assume that college costs do not 
increase each year. 

a. How much will Desmond’s college of choice cost for 4 years? 

b. About how much more money do Desmond’s parents need to save to 
meet their goal? 

c. How many months are left for them to save money in his college 
savings account? 

d. How much money do Desmond’s parents need to save each month 
to meet their goal? 

e. How much money will Desmond still need for college tuition? 

FOCUS ON HIGHER ORDER THINKING

Scholarships Grants Total cost per 
year

Texas 
A&M

30% of 
tuition

$2,000 twice the cost 
of Midland 

College

Midland 
College 0 0 $4,500

Unit 7546
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