
Readers’ Theater 6

Characters Sean Joseph

Emma Bella 

Delia 

Mural of the Arts

(Five art students sit along a wall, eating lunch and looking at a mural 

they have been painting.)

Sean: This mural is really coming along! 

Emma: It’s so pretty! I love to create art that everyone will enjoy.

Delia: The colors are lovely. It makes me think of Michelangelo painting the 

Sistine Chapel.

Joseph: Yeah, his arms must have gotten so tired sometimes, just like mine 

are right now. Ow! (Joseph rubs his arms as if they are sore.) I heard he 

painted the whole ceiling lying on his back. 

Bella: That's just a myth—Michelangelo painted the ceiling of the Sistine 

Chapel standing up, not lying on his back. 

Joseph: Oh. Well, that still sounds pretty tiring. He sure had persistence!

Emma: He must have had to hold his head in an odd position to see what he 

was doing. 

Bella: He did! In fact he wrote a poem about how much it hurt to crane his 

neck back to see the ceiling. He wrote lots of poems—more than 

three hundred! He especially loved writing sonnets.

Sean: So he was an artist AND a poet? That's amazing talent. He must have 

been ambitious—he wanted to do everything!
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Bella: Well, a poet is another kind of artist. He was a painter, and a sculptor, 

and a poet. 

Sean: That's a good point. I never thought about it that way. 

Joseph: I read somewhere that Michelangelo fired all his assistants. So he 

had to paint the whole ceiling alone.

Emma: Wow, I'm glad we’re working as a team! It would be way too much 

work to do alone! 

Sean: I wouldn't mind painting a mural alone. I mean, a lot of the great 

artists worked alone. Think of Vincent van Gogh. 

Emma: I love van Gogh. He lived in a small apartment and was often alone, 

painting. His brother came to visit sometimes, though.

Bella: True, but some kinds of art can't be done alone. Think about drama. 

You need a playwright to write the play, actors to play the roles, a 

set designer to create the sets, and a costume designer to create the 

costumes. 

Delia: And sometimes a play has a lighting designer and a sound designer, 

too. Light and sound add a lot to the mood of a play. 

Emma: And what about music? That's a kind of art, too. You have to practice 

music for a really long time to get it right. Good art takes a long time 

to make!

Bella: True. A composer might compose a piece of music alone, but 

musicians are needed to perform it. Sometimes a whole orchestra is 

required.

Delia: Don't forget about dance. I saw the most amazing dance company 

perform "Swan Lake." It's a ballet. There were so many dancers, and 

the music was played by an orchestra, so there must have been a 

hundred people all performing at the same time. 
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Sean: That gives me an idea. What if we incorporated all of these different 

kinds of art into our mural?

Delia: Yes! We could show a painter, a sculptor, a writer, and actors and 

dancers on the stage. 

Bella: That is an ingenious idea. We could also show someone drawing a 

costume and someone sewing it. 

Emma: In my opinion, our mural is going to be the best!

Joseph: I agree! It's a tribute to the arts—all of them!

Make It Your Own

Think about what else the mural could show. Use your ideas to write dialogue for 

Sean, Delia, Bella, Emma, and Joseph. 

Performance Tip

If you make a mistake, keep going. The show must go on!

Sean: I think we could include  in our mural. 

Delia: What about 

Bella: I think it would be nice to show  

Emma: Maybe we could 

Joseph: Why don't we 
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Lights, Camera, Action!

Read with Fluency: Expression

Think about what your character is like. Then read your lines with feeling. Use your 

voice, face, and hands to help show how your character feels.

Take a Bow
Always Sometimes Not Yet

1. Everyone could hear me.

2. I read smoothly, clearly, and at the 

right volume.

3. I didn’t read too slowly or too quickly. 

My pace was just right.

4. I read with feeling. My character 

sounded natural.

5. What did you like best about the script? What would you change?
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