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Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Author’s Purpose

Text and Graphic Features (F)

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Goldilicks creates a booming 

soup business, with a recipe 

from the three bears.

• King Greedus’s wish for the 

golden touch backfires until 

he agrees to share his gold.

• Fashionable Queen Bea’s 

seamstress makes trash-bin 

dresses to prove a point, and 

they become unexpectedly 

popular.

• A quiet ant tames a noisy 

group of crickets by forming a 

violin quintet with them.

Key Vocabulary

devour (p. 5)

aroma (p. 6)

grant (p. 12)

greedy (p. 13)

mischievously 
(p. 13)

mold (p. 14)

condition (p. 16)

grieving (p. 16)

ensemble (p. 17)

talented (p. 17)

galore (p. 17)

glamour (p. 18)

serenity (p. 23)

soothing (p. 23)

offend (p. 24)

Idiomatic Expressions

losing my touch (p. 14)

green with envy (p. 18)

go figure (p. 20)

neat as a pin (p. 23)

by nature (p. 26)

Fractured tales are traditional 

stories that have been changed 

in some ways to create a new 

perspective or unexpected 

humor. The fractured tales in this 

book are based on the following 

traditional tales: Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears, King Midas and 

the Golden Touch, The Emperor’s 

New Clothes, and The Ant and the 

Grasshopper.

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL Q  OVERALL RATING Moderately Complex

GENRE Fable/Fairy Tale

WHY THIS TEXT?

This collection offers alternate interpretations of four well-known traditional tales. 

Exaggeration, modern expressions, and figurative language create humor and add 

interest to each tale. Lively, detailed illustrations enhance the humorous tone.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Characters greedy (adj.), serenity (n.), talented (adj.)

1Fractured Tales
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GENERATE INTEREST

• What are some fairy tales you have read or heard?

• How might a fairy tale be different if the characters 

lived today?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• greedy (adj.), serenity (n.), talented (adj.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Goldilicks and the Three Tasty Bowls

• Once upon a time, in the food court of a shopping mall, 

far, far away

• three steaming bowls of soup

English Learner Support

If possible, acquaint students with the original 

versions of these stories before they read the 

fractured versions.

What traditional tale is this story based on? (Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears) How is it different? (Goldilicks instead 

of Goldilocks; three tasty bowls instead of three bears; 

combines once upon a time with a modern setting; spicy soup, 

not porridge)

Guide Explain that a fractured tale is a retelling of an old tale 

with similar characters and events, but with humorous twists. 

Help students recall the familiar tale and track the ways in 

which the two stories are alike and different.

5–7

TEXT EVIDENCE

• It’s a family recipe. You can have a copy of it.

• Here’s the recipe. Mama wants you to have it.

• built a successful business

• Goldi’s business partners—Mama, Papa, and Buddy

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: sopa (soup)

Explain that siesta is a Spanish word that means 

“nap” in English.

How does Goldi get the recipe for the spicy soup? (Mama 

Bear gives it to her.) What does Goldi do with the recipe? 

(She makes the bears her partners and builds a successful 

business selling the soup.)

Discuss Talk with students about the characters’ unexpected 

actions. How does Mama Bear surprise Goldi? Why is it surprising 

that Goldi returned to the bears’ cottage?

8–10

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I want everything I touch to turn to SHINY GOLD!

• Oh . . . I thought you said ‘SLIMY MOLD.’

English Learner Support

Explain that the suffix -y (“full of” or “being like”) 

turns nouns and verbs into adjectives such as 

sticky, greedy, shiny, slimy, etc.

What goes wrong when the gnome grants the king a 

wish? (The gnome doesn’t hear the king correctly and makes 

him turn everything into mold instead of gold.)

Create a Visual Work with students to create a cause-effect 

chart to show what happens as a result of the king’s slimy 

touch.

11–15

2
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• not being such a greedy, gold-loving fool

• Greedus . . . invited the entire kingdom to take some 

gold . . . his heart was full.

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Does the king share his gold or keep it?

 ■  ■  The king learns to .

 ■  What does the king learn about sharing?

16

What lesson does the king learn? (Share what you 

have; don’t be greedy.)

Guide Remind students that readers often need to pay 

attention to characters’ actions and words to figure out 

the lesson or message of a story. Prompt students to 

notice King Greedus’s attitude at the beginning of the 

story. How does he change? What does he learn?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Queen Bea never gave Dalia credit for her fashion 

designs.

• The queen had finally pushed her too far.

• Everyone who laid eyes on Queen Bea’s garbage glam 

still thought it was beautifully fashionable!

English Learner Support

Idioms: pushed her too far, laid eyes on

Point out that glam is short for glamorous.

17–22

Why does Dalia make Queen Bea a garbage 

ensemble? (Dalia is upset that Queen Bea never gives 

her credit for making her fashionable.) What surprising 

thing happens when people see Queen Bea’s 

garbage ensemble? (They love it.)

Discuss Talk with students about how Dalia’s plan 

doesn’t work out the way she thought it would. How does 

the ending work out for both Queen Bea and Dalia? How is 

this different from the original story?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Ren had never heard such a racket.

• there were four crickets playing cricket

• The crickets were playing MUSIC! LOUD, ROCK 

MUSIC!

• Ren ran downstairs and returned with four violins.

• They formed a new band

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning words: racket, mate, 
cricket, band

23–28

Why do the crickets annoy Ren? (He likes peace and 

quiet and they make noise playing cricket and loud music.) 

How does Ren solve this problem? (He forms a band 

with the crickets, and they all play violins.)

Reread Have students read aloud words that describe 

the racket that annoys Ren. How do they sound at the end 

of the story? 

3
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• Is the author writing to persuade, to inform, or to entertain?

Author’s Purpose

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant 

Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Fractured Tales

• Goldilicks and the Three Tasty Bowls

English Learner Support

Explain that fractured means “broken,” such as 

a fractured bone. Fractured tales are stories that 

have been “broken,” or changed in some way.

Title, Table of Contents

The first fractured tale is based on “Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears.” How does its title show humor? (It 

changes the original character’s name from Goldilocks to 

Goldilicks and from being about bears to bowls.)

Guide Tell students that an author’s purpose is his or 

her reason for writing. Present the three main purposes 

for writing: to inform, to entertain, or to persuade. What 

purpose does the author’s use of humor show? How does the 

title make you curious about this fractured tale?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Goldi carefully guarded the secret of her success. The 

one clue was the name of her business.

• And that’s where our story really begins.

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: secreto (secret)

5

How does the author get readers to want to 

continue reading? (He tells readers that Goldi has a secret 

to her success. Readers will need to keep reading to find out 

what it is.)

Reread Have a volunteer read aloud the last two 

paragraphs. Talk about why the idea of a secret makes 

readers curious.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• wasn’t the nicest . . . more than a TOUCH of 

selfishness. OK, basically Greedus was the GREEDIEST 

king on earth!

• He would have eaten gold if he could (and don’t think 

he didn’t try).

English Learner Support

Support the idiom a touch of [something] and the 

double negative in the statement don’t think he 

didn’t try.

11

How does the author describe King Greedus? (goes 

from a weak statement, “not the nicest,” to calling him the 

“GREEDIEST king on earth”; hints that the king has tried to 

eat gold.) How does this make the story entertaining? 

(makes it funny, as if a real person were telling the story and 

trying to be nice)

Discuss Talk with students about how the author’s 

informal tone (OK, basically; don’t think he didn’t try) 

contributes to the humor.

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• everything I touch to turn to SHINY GOLD

• Oh. . . I thought you said ‘SLIMY MOLD.’

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Does the king want shiny gold? Slimy mold?

 ■  ■  The king wishes for . He gets .

 ■  What does the king wish for? What does 
he get?

12–14

What makes this part of the tale funny? (King Greedus 

wishes for shiny gold, but gets slimy mold. Now everything 

the king touches turns to mold.)

Guide Explain that a common source of humor in 

stories is a misunderstanding or a mix-up of words. Help 

students notice the gnome’s mischievous smile and what 

it suggests (that the gnome may not have misunderstood 

at all). Why does the author repeat the description of 

the mold? How is the difference from the original tale 

surprising and funny?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Everyone who laid eyes on Queen Bea’s garbage glam 

still thought it was beautifully fashionable!

• Her trash bin fashions were all the rage . . . People 

couldn’t get enough of them.

English Learner Support

Help students understand the idiom all the rage 

and the phrase couldn’t get enough.

20–22

How do the queen and the people react to the 

garbage ensemble? (They love it; people want their own 

garbage outfits.) Why is this funny? (It is surprising; 

people usually think of garbage as dirty and disgusting.)

Create a Visual Complete a T-chart with the headings 

What I Expected and What Happens. Encourage students 

to add more surprising elements they enjoyed, from this 

or other stories, to the chart.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• There lived an ant named Sir Rennity. He was . . . 

very QUIET.

• thing that brought Ren the most SERENITY

English Learner Support

Explain that sir is a title of respect given to honor 

someone. Help students pronounce the title and 

name and find the word it sounds like.

Homophones: ant/aunt

23

Say the ant’s name aloud. Which word does it sound 

like? (serenity) What does Sir Rennity’s name tell you? 

(that he likes peace and quiet) Why is this entertaining?  

(It makes the story funny and fun to read.)

Reread Have students reread the page to find the 

word that sounds like the ant’s name. Explain that word 

play like this can add humor and help connect ideas. 

Encourage students to give other examples, such as 

crickets playing the game of cricket.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• TEXT DETAILS

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: entretener (to entertain)

5–28

What is the author’s purpose for writing this book? 

(to entertain readers with funny versions of familiar tales)

Guide Help students review the tales and identify 

humorous details that make them different from the 

originals. Discuss how the details make each tale 

entertaining.

5
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How do text and graphic features help readers understand the stories?

Text & Graphic Features

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant 

Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• SPICIEST . . . FLAMING FLAVORS

• HOTTEST, SPICIEST

• DELICIOUSNESS . . . FROM ALL THREE BOWLS

English Learner Support

Note that spicy foods are said to be “hot,” which 

relates to their flavor, not to their temperature. 

Help students connect other heat-related words 

(flaming, fiery, smoky) to levels of spiciness.

5–6

Why are some of the words printed in capital 

letters? (The author wants to emphasize these words; 

many of them relate to the special flavors that Goldi seeks.)

Guide Have volunteers read aloud sentences that 

include words in capital letters. Discuss the appropriate 

ways to read those words. What meaning or feeling would 

Goldi’s words express if the author had used “Oh, my!” 

instead of “Oh, MY!”?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Because . . . because . . . uhm . . . It . . . it . . . tasted  

A . . . AMAZING.

English Learner Support

Tell students that uhm is the sound people make 

when they are not sure what to say. 

Homophones: bear/bare

8

Why does the author use three periods between 

words when the bears awaken Goldi? (to show that she 

is hesitating; She has been surprised by the bears, is scared, 

and is not sure what to say.)

Reread Explain that the sets of periods are called 

ellipses, which indicate a pause or an unfinished thought. 

Ask volunteers to reread Goldi’s words with appropriate 

expression. How do the ellipses show that Goldi is afraid?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• ILLUSTRATION CLUES

• King Greedus and the Slimy Touch

• Now, Greedus loved gold.

English Learner Support

Explain that the king’s name is based on the 

word greed and plays on the king’s name in the 

original story (Midas). Define greed as needed.

11

What does the border illustration show? (gold crowns 

and gold coins) How do those objects relate to this 

story? (The story is about a king, and kings wear crowns. 

The gold coins connect to his love of gold.)

Create a Visual Make a three-column chart with 

columns labeled Title, Border, and Connection, and enter 

student answers. Work with students to add other stories 

in the book to the chart, as time allows.

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• ILLUSTRATION CLUES

English Learner Support

Idiom: high-five

12–13

How do the illustrations help you understand what 

a gnome is? (They show what a gnome looks like and what 

size it is.)

Discuss Talk about illustration details that help show 

the size of each character. Which character seems more 

powerful? Which character is more powerful?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• ILLUSTRATION CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Show how King Greedus feels. Point to why.

 ■  ■  King Greedus feels  because 
.

 ■  How does King Greedus feel? Why?

15

How does the illustration help you understand King 

Greedus’s feelings? (He looks unhappy about everything 

being turned into mold. He is looking at his dog, Bullion, so 

that is probably what he is saddest about.)

Reread Have students reread the page to find King 

Greedus’s actions. What does the picture show that is and 

is not described in the text? 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• ILLUSTRATION CLUES

• Smile for the camera!

• The Queen’s gone green!

English Learner Support

Explain that the phrase gone green is connected 

to the idea of recycling.

19, 21

Which details in these illustrations come from 

traditional fairy tales? (old-fashioned village buildings 

and street, old-fashioned clothes) Which details are 

modern? (people dressed in modern clothing, cell phones 

and cameras, modern language in speech bubbles)

Guide Help students observe the details in the 

illustrations and relate them to traditional fairy tales or 

modern life. How does mixing modern ideas with traditional 

fairy tale ideas add humor?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• QUIET . . . PEACEFUL . . . SERENITY

• CHIRP . . . CRASH! . . . STOMPING, SMASHING

• MUSIC!  LOUD, ROCK MUSIC! . . . WAILED . . . 

SLAPPED . . . SANG . . . POUNDED

23–28

What words did the author decide to put in all 

capital letters in this story? (mostly words about quiet or 

loud sounds)

Discuss Talk about how the words printed in capitals 

relate to Sir Rennity’s wish for peace and quiet, the racket 

being made by the crickets, or other noises. Why does the 

author emphasize these words in this story?

7
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Hands-On Activity

Find the Secret of Success

• Work with a partner 

to present a reporter’s 

interview with Goldi. Try 

to learn the secret to her 

success.

• Decide what the reporter 

will ask and how Goldi will 

answer. 

• Practice your interview. Then 

perform it for the class.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that students will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

GENERATE INTEREST

• What was funniest in these fractured tales?

• Which tale would you recommend to a friend? Why?

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Learn About the Midas Touch

• The story of King Greedus 

is based on a Greek myth 

about King Midas. Use print 

or online sources to learn 

his story. 

• What does King Midas wish 

for? What problems arise 

when his wish is granted?

• Share your findings in a brief 

report or presentation.

Response Writing

1. Write a review about 

your favorite fractured tale. 

Tell readers what you think of 

the tale and why they should 

read it.

2. Write another episode for 

one of the tales. Use what you 

learned about the characters 

to create a new scene. Include 

description and dialogue.

Project

Design a Dress

• Design a trash-bin dress, 

based on recycled materials.

• Sketch your design. Make 

it look glamorous and 

fabulous.

• Write a list of the materials 

you would use to create 

the dress.

Vocabulary & Language

Find Figurative Language

• Skim the text to find 

examples of figurative 

language, such as “an aroma 

tickled her nostrils like a 

beautiful song delights 

the ears.”

• Write a list of the examples 

you find.

• Using your own words, talk 

to a partner about what each 

expression means.

8
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