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TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL Q  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex 

GENRE Science Fiction

WHY THIS TEXT? 

Frustrated that his soccer game is rained out again, Woojin invents a weather box to 

control the weather conditions. When a sudden snowstorm hits on a summer day, he 

has a whole new problem to solve. Well-paced action, realistic characters, and just 

enough logic make this science fiction story almost believable!

VOCABULARY NETWORK 

Words About Feelings anxiously (adv.), cautiously (v.), relief (n.)

The Weather Box

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Woojin converts Dad’s old 

broken radio into a weather 

box that can control the 

weather with the press of a 

button.

• Excited about his invention, 

Woojin hides it from his 

brother—but not from Dad. 

Thinking that the radio is fixed, 

Dad takes it to work. 

• Woojin rushes to recover the 

radio, but it’s too late. Dad 

has already started a summer 

snowstorm. Woojin finds the 

box, resets it, and summer 

returns. 

Key Vocabulary

unexpectedly 
(p. 16)

puzzled (p. 16)

concentration 
(p. 18)

focused (p. 18)

doubt (p. 21) 

anxiously (p. 22)

enormous (p. 29)

cautiously (p. 37)

evaporate (p. 39)

relief (p. 39)

Idiomatic Expressions

ended up (p. 12)

heavy knot tighten in his 
stomach (p. 21)

Although the invention in this 

story is not real, kids have been 

responsible for many different 

inventions. Crayon holders, 

popsicles, and wristie gloves 

are just a few inventions made 

by kids. 

Perhaps the most famous 

child inventor was Chester 

Greenwood. He invented 

earmuffs to keep his ears warm 

while ice skating near his home 

in Maine.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ............................2

❍  Author’s Purpose ..............................4

❍  Plot ...................................................6

❍  Respond & Extend .............................8

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Author’s Purpose

Plot
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GENERATE INTEREST

• When have you wished you could control the weather?

• What would be good about controlling the weather? 

What could be bad about it?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• anxiously (adv.), cautiously (adv.), relief (n.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The radio was broken, so Dad said I could have it.

• He was just using its pieces to make his newest 

invention—a weather box.

• I decided to invent a weather box to control the weather

• ILLUSTRATION CLUES

English Learner Support

Spanish cognates: garaje (garage), radio (radio), 

piezas (pieces)

What is Woojin doing in the garage? (making Dad’s broken 

radio into a weather box to control the weather) 

Guide Help students use the text and illustrations to 

understand that Woojin is using tools and an old radio to 

invent a weather box. Why is Heesoo so interested in what his 

brother is working on?

4–9

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I think my new invention works

• rain clouds were gone . . . sun was shining

• Woojin invented a weather box that can stop the rain

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  When Heesoo presses the button, does it rain?

  ■  ■  Heesoo presses the  and makes the 
rain .

  ■  When Heesoo presses the button, .

What makes the brothers think Woojin’s invention 

works? (When Heesoo presses the button, it stops raining and 

becomes sunny.) 

Discuss Talk with students about Heesoo’s decision to 

press the button without asking for his brother’s permission 

first. Have students look back at page 7 for text evidence 

about Heesoo and Woojin’s relationship. Help them make 

inferences. Why do you think Woojin doesn’t tell his brother the 

real reason he is working on the radio at first?

8–11

TEXT EVIDENCE

• He didn’t want Heesoo to play with his weather box, so 

he decided to hide it.

• He . . . put it back in the exact same spot where his father 

had stored the radio

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning words: play, hide

Why does Woojin put the weather box back on the 

shelf where Dad left it? (so Heesoo won’t play with it; to hide it 

from Heesoo) 

Reread Have volunteers read aloud text clues that reveal 

why Woojin hides the box. Help students understand how 

Heesoo’s previous actions may have led to Woojin’s reasoning.

12–13
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• the weather box wasn’t there

• The weather box was gone!

• his father had taken the weather box

English Learner Support

Idiom: felt a heavy knot tighten in his stomach

What happens when Woojin looks for the weather 

box the next day? (He discovers it is gone.) What 

happened to it? (Dad thinks his radio has been fixed and 

takes it to work with him.) 

Create a Visual Begin a cause-effect chart to show story 

events and what happens as a result of them. Add to the 

chart as students continue reading. 

18–23

TEXT EVIDENCE

• pointing up at an enormous white cloud

• It’s snowing!

• He was sure that the weather box had caused 

the snow. 

What do the boys discover when they approach the 

Senior Citizens’ Center? (It is starting to snow.) What 

does Woojin realize? (He realizes that the weather box 

changed the weather and made it snow.)

Discuss Talk about how Woojin must feel when he sees 

the snow and realizes what has happened. Why does he 

feel responsible?  

28–31

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Woojin knew that the best thing he could do . . . would 

be to find the weather box and turn its dial back to 

sunshine.

• tried to turn the dial . . . It was frozen!

English Learner Support

Point out the prefix -un (“not”) in the words 

uncovered and unfreeze. Explain that the prefix 

changes the meaning of the words to not 

covered and not freezing.

Why doesn’t Woojin help his father shovel the snow? 

(Woojin thinks if he can find the weather box then he will be 

able to turn the weather back to summer.) What happens 

when Woojin tries to turn the dial? (He discovers it is 

frozen and will not move.)

Reread Have students reread to find details they can 

add to their cause-effect chart about why the weather 

box won’t work.

34–37

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Woojin breathed a huge sigh of relief as the snow 

around him started to melt.

English Learner Support

Demonstrate breathing “a huge sigh of relief” 

to help students understand how Woojin feels 

when it stops snowing.

What makes Woojin feel relieved at the end of the 

story? (It stops snowing.)

Guide Guide students to infer that the reason Woojin 

feels relieved is because he helped prevent a disaster. 

What might have happened if it kept snowing? 

38–40
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TEXT EVIDENCE

• The Weather Box (title)

• The Weather Box Is Gone! (Table of Contents)

• ILLUSTRATION CLUES

Title Page, Table of Contents

Is this a story or an informational text? (story) How 

do you know? (Even though some chapters sound like 

they could be informational chapters about weather, the 

Chapter 3 title suggests this is actually a story about an 

invention that goes missing.) 

Guide Explain that science fiction is a genre of stories 

that are made up, but may be based on real or imagined 

science. Point out the illustration on the title page and 

talk about whether it is a radio or a weather box. Is there 

such a thing as a weather box?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Wait, I haven’t tested that yet!

• There was a bright flash of light outside

• heard a terrible boom

• What happened?

English Learner Support

Explain that boom is a sound word, or 

onomatopoeia. Say boom. Point out that the 

word sounds like the noise it describes. 

8–9

How does Heesoo pressing the button cause a sense 

of suspense or uncertainty? (After he presses the button, 

a bright light and loud sound suddenly occur. The boys don’t 

know what is happening.)

Create a Visual Tell students that science fiction 

authors often create suspense to entertain their readers. 

Create a T-chart with the headings Scene and Suspense 

As they read, have students list each scene that adds 

suspense to the story. Note their ideas about how the 

author creates suspense.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• weather box wasn’t there

• Suddenly Woojin felt a heavy knot tighten in his 

stomach as he realized what . . . happened 

English Learner Support

Explain the meaning of felt a heavy knot tighten in 

his stomach. 

18–21

What makes Woojin worried in this part of the story? 

(He learns the weather box is missing.)

Guide Work with students to identify Woojin’s mood at 

the beginning of the chapter and how it changes once 

he realizes Dad has taken the weather box. How does 

Woojin’s worry add suspense to the story? 

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• Is the author writing to inform, to entertain, or to persuade?

Author’s Purpose

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Dad hadn’t used the weather box yet, but what would 

happen if he did?

• find Dad before he used the weather box and 

accidentally changed the weather

• warn Dad about the weather box

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Does Woojin find Dad before it snows?
   ■  ■   Woojin needs to find Dad before .
  ■    Why is it important for Woojin to find his 

dad quickly? 

24–29

Why do you think the author has Woojin become 

lost when Woojin is in such a hurry to find his dad? 

(to add to the suspense in the story)

Discuss Talk with students about the rising tension 

readers feel as Woojin realizes that he’s lost. Have 

students find details that show that Woojin is anxious 

about reaching his dad on time and worried about what 

might happen if he doesn’t. Why does this make readers 

want to continue reading? How does it make readers feel?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• When he looked up . . . again, he saw . . . snow was 

falling even faster and heavier now.

• Dad, where are you?

English Learner Support

Develop meaning for faster and heavier.

30–31

What concerns does Woojin have in this part of 

the story? (The snowfall is increasing, and he can’t find 

his dad.)

Reread Have volunteers read aloud text clues that show 

that Woojin is nervous or anxious.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Woojin knew that the best thing he could do . . . 

would be to find the weather box and turn its dial 

back to sunshine.

• I tried to listen to some music just before it started to 

snow, but that old radio is still broken.

English Learner Support

Compound words: sunshine, snowstorm

34

Woojin’s dad never seems to believe that the 

radio is actually a weather box. How does this 

add to the story? (It results in him unknowingly setting 

off a snowstorm in the middle of summer.) How does 

this support the author’s purpose? (Dad creates 

an “emergency” that Woojin must stop. How Woojin will 

possibly do that adds to the suspense and keeps readers 

reading.) 

Guide Lead students to recall earlier scenes in the story 

when Woojin’s dad seems to dismiss the idea of the radio 

being a weather box (pages 12, 15–16, and 22–23). Why 

do you think Woojin’s dad never realizes his son has invented 

a weather box? Help students understand that this choice 

by the author adds interest and suspense to the story.

5
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TEXT EVIDENCE

• My team couldn’t play because it’s raining

• I decided to invent a weather box to control the 

weather

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Does Woojin want to play soccer? 
   ■  ■   If Woojin stops the rain, he can . 
  ■   Woojin invents the weather box because 

. 

4–8

What problem does Woojin want to solve at the 

beginning of the story? (He wants to stop the rain so he 

can play soccer.) 

Create a Visual Talk with students about how the plot 

of a story is made up of key events that tell about the 

characters’ problem and how they try to solve it. Invite 

students to share their ideas about the problem Woojin 

wants to solve. Begin a problem-solution chart. Use it to 

have students track the story’s problems and how the 

characters try to solve them.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I think my new invention works

• Look, it actually stopped raining.

• Wow, you did it!

8–10

Why does the rain stop? (Heesoo presses the button 

on the weather box.) How is this event important to 

the story? (It shows that the weather box works and can 

control weather.)

Guide Lead students to connect the reason why the 

author may have chosen the word terrible to describe 

the boom. What might the author be suggesting about the 

sudden power the boys have?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• He decided to put it back in the exact same spot 

where his father had stored the radio in the first place 

English Learner Support

Develop meaning for decided and decision using 

the base word decide.

12–13

Which of Woojin’s decisions hints at the problem in 

the story? (Woojin puts the weather box in the exact same 

spot where his dad had stored the old radio.)

Discuss Explain that foreshadowing is the way an 

author gives a hint at what might happen later in a story. 

What do you think might happen later in the story because 

Woojin puts the radio back right where his dad had put it?

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How can a story’s problem and resolution help you understand the plot?

Plot

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I can’t hear you

• My cell phone isn’t working very well

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning words: cell, ring

22–23

How does the cell phone create a problem? (Woojin 

tries to tell his dad not to use the weather box/radio, but his 

dad doesn’t hear what Woojin has to say.)

Reread Have volunteers reread the conversation 

between Woojin and Dad. Have students focus on 

text clues such as anxiously and loudly to read with 

appropriate expression.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• you won’t be able to keep up with me

• He thought he remembered how to get there

• suddenly Woojin was lost

English Learner Support

Idiom: keep up with me

Make sure students understand that a Senior 

Citizens’ Center is a place where older people 

spend the day.

24–28

Why does Woojin refuse to let Heesoo ride with 

him to the Senior Citizens’ Center? (Woojin thinks 

his brother won’t be able to keep up with him.) How 

does Woojin’s decision lead to another problem? 

(He gets lost.)

Guide Lead students to infer that just because Heesoo 

is younger doesn’t mean he can’t be helpful. How does 

Heesoo help solve the problem? 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Where’s that old radio, Dad?

• I left it on the ground next to the van.

• the snow on the ground was up to his knees now . . . he 

kept dragging his feet . . . through the snow, hoping to 

bump into the weather box

31–35

Woojin has been trying to warn his dad about the 

weather box. What happens when he finally finds 

his dad? (Snow has covered everything; he can’t find the 

weather box.)

Create a Visual Explain that events in the rising action 

of a story lead to the climax, or the most exciting part. 

Use the problem-solution chart to have students tell how 

events have led to this point. What makes this moment 

exciting? What are readers waiting to find out? 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• dug through the snow until he uncovered the 

weather box

• turned the dial to sunshine and cautiously pressed 

the button 

• Woojin looked up and saw that the snow had 

suddenly stopped falling.

36–39

How does Woojin solve the problem at the end of the 

story? (He finds the weather box and turns the dial back to 

sunshine. The snow stops and the sun comes out.)

Discuss Explain that events in the falling action lead 

to the resolution, or how the problem is solved. Discuss 

what keeps the action interesting. What does Woojin have 

to do to get the dial to work?

7
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GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that students will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

GENERATE INTEREST

• Have you ever had an idea that someone didn’t take seriously? How did you try to convince the person that it was a 

good idea?

• When would you like to use a weather box?

Respond & Extend

Project

Draw Your Favorite 

Weather

• What is your favorite kind 

of weather? What do you 

like to do in that weather?

• Draw a picture of you 

doing that thing in your 

favorite weather. 

• Share your picture with 

others and see what kinds 

of weather they like.

Vocabulary & Language

Find Adverbs

• Adverbs make a story 

more interesting. Adverbs 

describe action words and 

answer the questions how, 

when, and where. Many 

adverbs end in -ly, such as 

quickly.

• With a partner, find at 

least five adverbs in the 

story. Talk about how each 

adverb adds interest to 

the scene. 

Hands-On Activity

Draw a Weather Box 

Diagram

• Draw a diagram of a 

weather box like the one 

that Woojin invented. 

• Add labels to show the 

purpose of each important 

part of the weather box.

• Use details from the text. 

Add your own ideas, too!

Research Connection

Find Out About Kids’ 

Inventions

• Learn about real kids who 

have invented things. 

• Explore the Internet. Use 

key words such as “kids’ 

inventions.”

• Find and write about an 

invention that you think is 

amazing!

Response Writing 

1. Write a journal entry as 

if you were Woojin. Describe 

the day’s events. Tell about 

what happened and what 

your feelings were as your 

problems grew.

2. Write a newspaper 

article for your local paper 

about the crazy summer 

snowstorm. Include as many 

details as you can.

8
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