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TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• When Danny learns the cost of 

baseball camp, he knows he 

needs to earn some money. He 

gets a job at a store owned by 

his aunt and uncle.

• Danny gets to know the store 

“regulars” and begins to find 

ways to help them.

• As his job comes to an end, 

Danny celebrates how things 

work out for his new friends, 

and he looks forward to 

baseball camp. 

Key Vocabulary

miserable (p. 5)

fulfilling (p. 6)

career (p. 7)

disaster (p. 7)

solution (p. 7)

unusual (p. 11)

practically (p. 14)

disappointed  
(p. 15)

talented (p. 26)

improved (p. 28)

worried (p. 29)

audience (p. 31)

convincing (p. 37)

exhausted (p. 42)

Idiomatic Expressions

stomach tied up in knots (p. 5)

came to my rescue (p. 14)

hangs around (p. 20)

A journal is a notebook in 

which people write about what 

has happened during a day 

or another time period. Most 

journal entries start with the date 

at the top. People write about 

things that have happened to 

them, their feelings, and their 

thoughts. Although journals are 

usually private, some people’s 

journals have been published. 

These journals give readers 

insight into writers’ lives and 

experiences.

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL N  OVERALL RATING Moderately Complex

GENRE Realistic Fiction

WHY THIS TEXT? 

Told through first-person journal entries, this is the story of Danny, a boy working in 

his aunt and uncle’s store to earn money for baseball camp. What he thought would 

be a disaster—a summer without baseball—turns out better than expected as he 

gets to know people and helps solve a big problem. Strong characters and figurative 

language bring the story to life.

VOCABULARY NETWORK 

Words About Problems disaster (n.), solution (n.), worried (adj.)

My Summer Without Baseball 
and Other Disasters

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ............................2

❍  Figurative Language ..........................4

❍  Point of View .....................................6

❍  Respond & Extend .............................8

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Figurative Language

Point of View (F)

Genre: Realistic Fiction
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GENERATE INTEREST

• What might you write about if you kept a journal?

• If a friend let you read her or his journal, what might you 

learn about him or her?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• disaster (n.), solution (n.), worried (adj.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• the camp is much more expensive than we thought, and 

we just don’t have enough money

English Learner Support

Tell students that a camp is a place kids go to for 

a few days or weeks to spend time with other kids 

who like some of the same things, such as baseball.

What problem does Danny have? (He wants to go to 

baseball camp but doesn’t have enough money.) 

Reread Have students reread pages 6–7 and look for text 

details that tell how big a problem this is for Danny. Talk about 

why Danny calls his problem a disaster.

4–7

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I rode my bike all around the neighborhood and asked 

everyone I saw

• Aunt Clara said that she and Uncle Victor need someone 

to help in their store for three weeks. 

• I’ll make enough money working in the store to finish 

paying for camp!

How does Danny try to solve his problem? (He looks for a 

job to make money for camp, and he finds one at his aunt and 

uncle’s store.) 

Guide Point out that stories often tell ways a character tries 

to solve a problem. Which is more helpful in solving Danny’s 

problem, hard work or good luck? Help students look for text 

details that support their ideas.

9–10

TEXT EVIDENCE

• This is my favorite part of the job—getting to know the 

regular customers, the people who live nearby and come 

in all the time.

English Learner Support

Idiom: packed with people

Multiple-meaning word: regular

What does Danny like about working in the store? (He 

likes meeting the customers and getting to know them.)

Discuss Have students look for the text details about Danny’s 

interaction with customers. What does Danny like about the 

people he meets at the store? 

14–20

2

©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iff

lin
 H

ar
co

ur
t P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 C
om

p
an

y.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. 

My Summer Without Baseball



EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• the pianist fell down . . . broke her arm, and won’t be 

able to perform

• doesn’t think he can find anyone . . . in such a 

short time

English Learner Support

Idiom: felt so bad for someone

Multiple-meaning word: flight

What problem does Mr. Lubov have? (The pianist in 

his play has an accident and won’t be able to perform. He 

doesn’t think he can find a replacement.) 

Guide Point out the word disaster on pages 26 and 27. 

Discuss how the repetition shows that Danny takes Mr. 

Lubov’s problem as seriously as his own. Have students 

find other details on pages 26–27 that show Danny 

taking the problem seriously.

26–27

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Maybe HARMONY Hudson could perform in 

Mr. Lubov’s play! 

• I’m afraid I can’t leave my dogs alone all day while I’m 

at rehearsals.

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Who does Danny think can help with the 

play?
   ■  ■   Danny thinks that Mr. Hudson can help with 

 for the play. 
  ■   How does Danny think Mr. Hudson can help 

with the play?

What idea does Danny get about how to help Mr. 

Lubov? (He thinks Mr. Hudson can replace the pianist.) 

Why won’t the plan work? (Mr. Hudson can’t leave his 

dogs alone while he’s at rehearsals.)

Reread Have students read aloud pages 38–39 using 

appropriate expression. Why does Danny hold his breath 

while Mr. Lubov and Mr. Hudson are talking?

34–39

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Gerry Bowen could take care of Be and Bop right 

there in the back of the store while Mr. Hudson was 

rehearsing for the play! 

How does Danny solve the problem with 

Mr. Hudson’s dogs? (Danny figures out that Gerry Bowen 

can watch the dogs while Mr. Hudson practices.)

Guide Help students understand how Danny’s idea 

helps solve both Mr. Hudson’s and Mr. Lubov’s problems. 

Then talk about how it helps Gerry as well.

43–44

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Mr. Lubov’s play is going to be great

• Mr. Hudson is performing again

• Gerry is . . . taking care of Be and Bop. 

• Denise Simon said the exams seemed easy 

• Mark Choi’s team won two games

Danny says the story has happy endings. What does 

he mean? (All of the characters have good things happen 

to them at the end, including him.)

Create a Visual Review each character’s problem. Then 

work together to complete a problem/solution chart with 

details that identify each character’s problem and how 

that problem is solved.

45–48
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TEXT EVIDENCE

• I have a GIGANTIC problem, which has my stomach 

tied up in knots

• my only hope of feeling better is to write about it

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: estómago (stomach) 

5

The author says that Danny’s stomach is “tied up in 

knots.” What does she mean? (Danny has a problem 

and feels terrible.) 

Guide Explain that idioms are sayings that mean 

something different from the meaning of the individual 

words. Discuss what kind of feeling in your stomach 

might make you say it is tied up in knots.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• But I won’t be able to make enough money . . . so I 

need something bigger and better.

• I would like to get to baseball camp before I’m a 

hundred years old

English Learner Support
  ■  ■  ■   Does Danny want to go to baseball camp 

when he is 100 years old, or now?
   ■  ■   Danny wants to go to baseball 

camp . 
  ■   When does Danny want to go to baseball 

camp?

8

What does Danny really mean when he says he 

hopes to get to baseball camp “before I’m a hundred 

years old”? (He means he needs to earn enough money to 

go to baseball camp soon.) 

Reread Explain that when people exaggerate to make 

things sound bigger or greater than they really are, it 

is called hyperbole. Have students discuss why Danny 

wrote before I’m a hundred years old instead of soon. 

Then have students reread the page to look for another 

example of hyperbole. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• At home just a few streetlights shine down 

• Here in the city . . . the lights outside my window are 

like a fireworks display in the night sky.

English Learner Support

Develop meaning for fireworks as needed.

12

What does Danny compare the lights outside his 

window to? (a fireworks display in the night sky) How 

are the two things alike? (Both show up brightly when 

it is dark.)

Guide Explain that when authors use like or as to 

compare two things, it is called a simile. Have students 

find the word like in the fireworks simile, and tell how the 

comparison helps them visualize what Danny sees. 

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How does the author use language to help readers make pictures in their minds?

Figurative Language

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• when she came in today, I asked, “With or without 

raisins?”

• She is a puzzle to me. I just can’t figure her out.

English Learner Support

Explain what a puzzle is. Be sure students 

understand that puzzles can be confusing. 

Compare that to Danny’s confusion about the 

girl changing her mind.

29

Why does Danny say that the granola bar girl is a 

puzzle to him? (Some days she wants a granola bar with 

raisins, and other days she doesn’t like raisins.) Why does he 

compare her to a puzzle? (Puzzles can be hard to figure 

out, and Danny can’t figure out why she changes her mind.)

Guide Explain that another way authors compare 

things is by using a metaphor, or saying that one thing is 

something else. Point out the metaphor She is a puzzle to 

me and discuss whether it would still make sense without 

the sentence that comes next. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• My life is like a roller coaster these days—up and 

down, up and down.

• Today I’m definitely down

• For a minute today, it looked like everything was going 

to work out. 

• and that’s when it all fell apart

English Learner Support

Use photos to explain what a roller coaster is. 

Be sure students understand that roller coasters 

have twists and turns and ups and downs.

34–38

How is Danny’s life like a roller coaster? (Some days 

Danny feels up because things are working out, and other 

days he feels down because thing aren’t working out.) 

Discuss Talk with students about how a roller coaster 

works. How is this like how Danny describes his life at the 

store? Have students find examples of events that cause 

him to feel up (happy) and those that cause him to feel 

down (unhappy).

TEXT EVIDENCE

• And that’s when, out of nowhere, like a flash of 

lightning, I had an idea.

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: idea (idea)

Compound word: nowhere

Use photos to explain what lightning is. 

43

How does Danny describe getting an idea? (It came 

out of nowhere, like a flash of lightning.) What do an idea 

and a flash of lightning have in common? (Both often 

seem to happen suddenly, and an idea can “light up” your 

brain like a flash of lightning.)

Create a Visual Have students create a T-chart with the 

headings Figurative Language and What It Means. Have 

them list this and other examples of figurative language 

from the text and tell what the meaning is for each.

5
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TEXT EVIDENCE

• I have a GIGANTIC problem

• my only hope of feeling better is to write about it

English Learner Support

Help students understand the meaning of 

pronouns and possessives. For example, point to 

yourself and say I. Then point to your desk and 

say my desk.

5

Who is writing the journal? (a character named Danny) 

Which words show this? (I, my)

Guide Explain that the narrator is the person who tells 

the story. Remind students that the narrator can be a 

character in the story or someone who is not in the story. 

Point out that when a narrator uses words such as I, me, 

we, my, and our, the story is being told by a character in 

the story—a first-person narrator. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The news is bad—and I mean really bad

• My life is suddenly looking much better!

• This is what I call great luck!

8–9

How do Danny’s feelings change between June 28 

and July 1? (On June 28, he feels bad because he needs to 

make money. On July 1, he’s happy because he gets a job.) 

Reread Point out that first-person narrators often tell 

about their thoughts and feelings. Have students reread 

to find details that show Danny’s feelings on each day.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Why did I think that working in the store was going to 

be easy?

• which seemed pretty regular to me

• Aunt Clara came to my rescue 

• important . . . be polite to the customers

• I’ll be prepared and ask right away

English Learner Support

Spanish cognates: café (coffee), rescate (rescue), 

refrigerador (refrigerator)

Idioms: morning rush, packed with people

14–17

What do you learn about Danny? (has a lot to learn; 

smart; tries to do a good job; accepts help; polite)

Create a Visual Begin a concept web with the title 

What Is Danny Like? As students identify clues and say 

what they show about Danny, add describing words 

and phrases to the web. Add other descriptions as you 

continue reading.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• Who is telling the story?

• How do readers learn about the characters?

Point of View

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I should make more of an effort to be nice 

• Gerry’s parents both work from early in the morning 

to late at night 

• he’s probably lonely and unsure of how to make 

friends

English Learner Support
  ■  ■  ■   Is Danny going to be nice or mean to Gerry?
   ■  ■   Danny decides to be nice to Gerry 

because . 
  ■   Why does Danny want to be nice to Gerry?

22

What does Danny learn about Gerry Bowen? (Both 

of his parents work. Gerry is on his own and probably 

lonesome.) How does this change Danny’s feelings? 

(Knowing that Gerry has problems of his own, Danny figures 

he should be nicer to him.) 

Discuss Tell students that a first-person narrator tells 

about what other characters say and do. Have students 

compare the details Danny gives about Gerry on pages 

20 and 22. How does the information Danny gives about 

Gerry affect how you feel about Gerry?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Maybe I shouldn’t have asked him, but he didn’t seem 

to mind.

• Performing reminds me too much of my wife

• In our 42 years of marriage, she never missed a 

single show.

• He must still love her a lot.

30–31

What do you learn about Mr. Hudson from Danny’s 

narration? (His wife was supportive; he misses and still 

loves her.) What do you learn about Danny? (Danny 

thinks about other people’s feelings.)

Guide Help students analyze the text on page 31 by 

telling who says each sentence and what readers can 

infer from it. Discuss how the narrator’s inference that 

“He must still love her a lot” helps readers learn about 

both Mr. Hudson and Danny. How might this part of 

the story be different if the reader didn’t know Danny’s 

thoughts?

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Okay, I’m going to stay calm, very calm

• I know I shouldn’t brag, but since no one else will ever 

read this, I can admit that my idea was BRILLIANT!

• PUNCTUATION CLUES

English Learner Support

Help students understand that the word brilliant 

has more than one meaning. Explain that it 

means “very smart” in this context.

43–44

How does Danny feel about the way he solved the 

problem? (He is trying to stay calm but really feels very 

excited and proud.)

Reread Have students reread page 44 and look for 

details that show why Danny feels the way he does, 

including his use of capitalization and exclamation 

points. What do Danny’s feelings and reasons show us 

about his character? 

7
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Project

No Problem Too Big or 

Small

• Design a poster for a 

business that solves 

problems. 

• Begin by thinking of a 

name for the business.

• Then add the kinds of 

problems the business 

can solve.

Research Connection

Learn About Clarinets

• Find information online 

or in books about the 

clarinet, the instrument 

that Mr. Hudson plays.

• Draw and write about 

some of the things you 

found out about clarinets.

• If possible, share a 

recording of a jazz 

clarinetist.

Vocabulary & Language

Study Words with -tion

• A solution is a plan to fix, or 

solve, a problem.

• Find more -tion words in 

the text and think of other 

words you know that end 

in -tion. 

• Make a T-chart with the 

word on one side and its 

meaning on the other.

Hands-On Activity

Compare Ingredients

• Collect empty wrappers 

from snack bars. 

• Read the list of ingredients 

in each wrapper. Look at 

the nutrition information 

to decide how healthy the 

snack bar is. (Hint: Fiber 

and vitamins are healthy. 

Sugar and fat are not 

healthy.)

• Put the wrappers in order 

from least healthy to most 

healthy. Add labels that 

explain your choices. 

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that students will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

GENERATE INTEREST

• What did you learn from the story that might help you solve a problem? 

• What would you like or dislike about doing a job like Danny’s?

Respond & Extend

Response Writing 

1. Write a postcard that 

Danny might write to Uncle 

Victor and Aunt Clara from 

baseball camp. Tell what he is 

learning to do.

2. Write a description of 

Danny. Tell what he is like. 

Use details from the story to 

support your description.

8
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